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M. Phil. in History 
 
COURSE I:  HISTORICAL THEORY 
Maximum marks: 100 (4x25)     Time allowed: Three hours 
 
The course shall consist of 4 units. The examiner shall set a total of 8 questions, with 2 questions being set in 
each unit. Candidates shall answer one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks. 
 
UNIT I 

1. Historical concepts: fact, causation, generalization, objectivity 
2. Research Methodology: Evidence and internal criticism, note-taking, final draft: 

chapterization, foot-noting and bibliography 
UNIT II 

1. Leopold Ranke and his disciples; positivism and the critics of positivism 
2. Whig interpretation of history 

UNIT III 
1. Relating history with other disciplines: Natural sciences, Geography, Sociology, Social 

Anthropology, Economics, Politics, Literature 
2. Karl Marx: historical materialism, determinist and evolutionary theories, critiques of 

determinism 
UNIT IV 

1. Annales School: Early agenda set by Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch, arguments of Fernand 
Braudel, later developments regarding history of mentalities and narrative history 

2. Recent Trends: Essential ideas of Michel Foucault, Hayden White, oral tradition, ethnohistory 
 

Reading List 
1. ‘Metahistory: Six Critiques’, in History and Theory, (themed issue) 19, 1980. 
2. Anderson, Perry. Arguments within English Marxism, Verso, London, 1980. 
3. Aymard, Maurice and Mukhia, Harbans. (eds.). French Studies in History, New Delhi, 1988. 
4. Banga, Indu. (Ed.), Causation in History. Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla and 

Manohar Publishers, Delhi, 1992. 
5. Barnes, H.E. A History of Historical Writing, Dover Publications, New York, 1962. 
6. Barzun, J. and Graff, H.F. The Modern Researcher, Harcourt Brace & World Inc. New York, 

1970. 
7. Blackburn, R. (Ed.), Ideology and Social Science, Fontana, 1972. 
8. Bloch, Marc. The Historian’s Craft, Manchester University Press, Manchester, 1954. 
9. Braudel, Fernand. On History, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1980. 
10. Burke, Peter. Sociology and History, Allen and Unwin, London, 1980. 
11. Butterfield, H. The Whig Interpretation of History, Bell, London, 1931. 
12. Cannadine, David. (Ed.). What is History Now? Palgrave/ Macmillan, Hampshire, 2002. 
13. Cannon, John et. al. (Eds.). The Historians at Work, George Allen & Unwin, London, 1980. 
14. Carr, E.H. What is History? With new introduction by Richard J. Evans. Palgrave, Hampshire, 

2002. 
15. Clark, Stuart. The Annales Historians, Critical Assessment, Vol. I, Routledge, London, 1999. 
16. Cohn, B. ‘History and Anthropology: The State of Play’, in B. Cohn, An Anthropologist Among 

the Historians and Other Essays, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1988. 
17. Collingwood, R.G. The Idea of History, Oxford University Press, 1946. Reprint Madras, 1985. 
18. Couzens, Hoy D. (Ed.). Foucault: A Critical Reader, Basil Blackwell, London, 1986. 
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19. Dictionary of the History of Ideas, 2 volumes, New York, 1968 and 1973. 
20. Elton, G.R. Political History. Principles and Practice, Allen Lane The Penguin Press, London, 

1970.  
21. Elton, G.R. The Practice of History, Methuen/Fontana, London, 1967. 2nd Edn. Blackwell 

Publishers, 2002. 
22. Evans, J. Richard. In Defence of History, Granta, London, 1997. 
23. Fairburn, M. Social History: Problems, Strategies and Methods, Palgrave, Hampshire, 1999.  
24. Geyl, P. Debates with Historians, Collins, London, 1955; Fontana, 1970. 
25. Gooch, G.P. History and Historians in the Nineteenth Century, Longmans, 1952; Peacon Press, 

1959. 
26. Hobsbawm, Eric J. On History, Weidenfield and Nicolson, London, 1997. 
27. Hughes-Warrington, Marine. Fifty Key Thinkers on History, Routledge, London, 1997. 
28. Jenkins, Keith. On ‘What is History?’ From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White, Routledge, 

London and New York, 1995. 
29. Johnson, Richard. et. al. Making Histories. Studies in history writing and politics, Hutchinson and 

University of Birmingham, London, 1982. 
30. Jones, G.S. ‘History: The Poverty of Empiricism’ in Robin Blackburn (ed.), Ideology and Social 

Science, Fontana, 1972. 
31. Journal of Modern History, 1972, Special Issue on Annales. 
32. Kearns, Catherine. Psychoanalysis, Historiography and Feminist History, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1997. 
33. Kitson Clark, G.R. Guide for Research Students Working on Historical Subjects, 2nd edn., 

Cambridge University Press, London, 1968. 
34. Le Goff, Jacques and Nora, Pierra. (eds.). Constructing the Past: Essays in Historical 

Methodology, Cambridge, 1985. 
35. Marwick, Arthur. The Nature of History, Macmillan, London, 1970. 
36. Marwick, Arthur. The New Nature of History: Knowledge, Evidence, Language, Palgrave, 

Hampshire, 2001. 
37. Merquior, J.G. Foucault, Hammersmith, London, 1991. 
38. Patterson, Annabel. Nobody’s Perfect: A New Whig Interpretation of History, Yale University 

Press, New Haven, 2002. 
39. Perks, Robert and Thomson, Alistair. (Eds.). The Oral History Reader, Routledge, London New 

York, 1998. 
40. Perry, Matt. Marxism and History, Palgrave, New York, 2002. 
41. Poster, Mark. Foucault, Marxism and History, Polity Press, Cambridge, 1984. 
42. Rader, Melvin. Marx’s Interpretation of History, Oxford University Press, New York, 1979. 
43. Ricoeur, Paul. The Contribution of French Historiography to the Theory of History, Oxford, 

1980. 
44. Sarkar, Susobhan. A Marxian Glimpse of History, People’s Publishing House, New Delhi, 1975. 
45. Stern, F. (Ed.). The Varieties of History, Macmillan, New York, 1970. 
46. Stoianovitch, Traian. French Historical Method: The Annales Paradigm, Ithaca, New York, 1976. 
47. Thompson, E.P. ‘Folklore, Anthropology and Social History’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. 3, 

No. 2, 1978. 
48. Vansina, J. The Oral Traditions as History, University of Wisconsin Press, Wisconsin, 1985. 
49. Webster, John C.B. An Introduction to History, (2nd edn.), Macmillan India Ltd., Delhi, 1981. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
Himachal Pradesh University, Summerhill 

Shimla – 171005 
M. Phil. in History 
 
COURSE II: TRENDS IN INDIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum marks: 100 (4x25)    Time allowed: Three hours 
 
The course shall consist of 4 units. The examiner shall set a total of 8 questions, with 2 questions being set in 
each unit. Candidates shall answer one question from each unit. All questions carry equal marks. 
 
Explanatory note: The course seeks to teach the main trends and interpretive approaches of Indian 
historiography from the 19th century onwards and how these approaches are reflected in historical works 
dealing with ancient, medieval and modern Indian history. 
 
UNIT I 

1. European writings on Indian History in the 19th and 20th centuries: Orientalism; British 
interpretation of Indian society and polity; interpretation of British impact on Indian economy 

UNIT II 
1. Communal interpretation of Indian history: Ideology of communalism; communal 

understanding of ancient and medieval Indian history; communal writing on modern and 
contemporary India 

2. Nationalism in history writing: Ideology of nationalism; nationalist response to colonial 
historiography; nationalist response to communal history writing 

UNIT III 
1. Marxist approach to Indian history: Marxist understanding of Indian society; economic 

determinism and colonial economy; interpretation of Indian polity and Indian national 
movement.  

2. Other recent trends since the 1970s: writings on the nature of the pre-modern state in India, 
social structure and change in ancient and medieval Indian societies, the 18th century debate. 

UNIT IV 
1. Subaltern historiography: concept of ‘history from below’; changes and new trends in 

subaltern writing 
2. New fields of historical research: Science and technology, environmental history, gender, 

urban history 
 

Reading List 
1. Ahmed, Qeyamuddin. ‘Works on Mughal Administration: A Survey’, in Indian Historical 

Review, Vol. XIV, Nos.1-2 (July 1987-Jan.1988) pp. 138-173. 
2. Alam, Muzaffar and Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. (Eds.) The Mughal State, 1526-1750, Oxford 

University Press, Delhi, 1998. pp. 1-71: Introduction. 
3. Alavi, Seema. The Eighteenth Century in India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2000. 
4. Altekar, A.S. The Position of Women in Hindu Civilisation, 2nd edn. Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 

1978. 
5. Arnold, David and Guha, Ramachandra. (Eds.) Nature, Culture, Imperialism, Oxford University 

Press, New Delhi. 1997. Introduction. 
6. Arnold, David. Science, Technology and Medicine in Colonial India, Cambridge University Press, 

Foundation Books, Hyderabad, 1999. 
7. Bose, Sujata. ‘Post-Colonial Histories of South Asia: Some Reflections’, in Journal of 

Contemporary History, Vol. 38 (I), 2003, pp. 133-46. 
8. Champakalakshmi, R. Trade, Ideology and Urbanization: South India, 300 BC to AD 1300, 

Oxford University Press, 1996. 
9. Chandra, Bipin. Communalism in Modern India, 2nd edn., Vikas Publishers, Delhi, 1987. 
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10. Chandra, Satish. ‘Writings on Social History of Medieval India: Trends and Prospects’, in Satish 
Chandra, Medieval India. Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village, Macmillan, New Delhi, 
1982. 

11. Chandra, Satish. Communal Interpretation of Indian History, Delhi, n.d. 
12. Chandra, Satish. Historiography, Religion and State in Medieval India, Har Anand Publishers, 

New Delhi, 1996. 
13. Desai, A.R. Social Background of Indian Nationalism, People’s Publishing House, Bombay, 

1959. 
14. Devahuti D. (Ed.). Problems of Indian Historiography, D.K. Publications, Delhi, 1979. 
15. Devahuti, D. Bias in Indian History, D.K. Publications, New Delhi, 1980. 
16. Forbes, Geraldine. Women in Modern India, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1996. 
17. Gadgil, Madhav and Guha, Ramachandra. This Fissured Land: An Ecological History of India. 

Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1992. 
18. Ghosh, A. The City in Early Historical India, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla, 

Reprint, 1990. 
19. Gottlob, Michael. (Ed.). Historical Thinking in South Asia: A Handbook of Sources from Colonial 

Times to the Present, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2003. 
20. Grewal, J.S. Muslim Rule in India: An Assessment of British Historians, Oxford University Press, 

1970. 
21. Grove, Richard. et. al. Nature and the Orient: Essays on the Environmental History of South and 

South East Asia, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1998. Introduction. 
22. Guha, Ramachandra. (Ed.) Social Ecology, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1994. 

Introduction. 
23. Guha, Ranajit. An Indian Historiography of India: A nineteenth century agenda and its 

implications, K.P. Bagchi & Co., Calcutta, 1988. 
24. Habib, Irfan. ‘Problems of Marxist Historiography’, Social Scientist, 16 (12) December, 1988. 
25. Hardy, Peter. Historians of Medieval India. Studies in Indo-Muslim Historical Writing, Luzac & 

Co. Ltd., London, 1960. Chapter I: The Modern Study of Medieval Muslim India, pp. 1-19. 
26. Heehs, Peter. ‘Shades of Orientalism: Paradoxes and Problems in Indian Historiography’, in 

History and Theory, Vol. 42 (May 2003), pp. 169-95. 
27. Heitzman, James. Gifts of Power: Lordship in an early Indian state, Oxford University Press, 

Delhi, 1997. 
28. Hobsawm, Eric J. Nations and Nationalism since 1780. Programme, Myth, Reality, Canto, 

Cambridge, 1992. 
29. Jaiswal, Suvira. ‘Studies in Early Indian Social History: Trends and Possibilities’, Indian 

Historical Review, Vol. VI, Nos. 1-2 (July 1979-Jan. 1980) pp. 1-63. 
30. Kosambi, D.D. An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. 2nd edn., Popular Prakashan, 

Bombay, 1975. Chapter I: pp. 1-16. 
31. Kulke, Herman. (Ed.). The State in India, 1000-1700, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1997. 
32. Kumar, Deepak. Science and the Raj, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1995. 
33. Kumar, Ravinder. ‘Social Theory and the Historical Perception of Modern India’, in Ravinder 

Kumar, Essays in the Social History of Modern India, Oxford University Press, Calcutta, 1986. 
34. Lal, Vinay. The History of History, Politics and Scholarship in Modern India, Oxford University 

Press, Delhi 2003. 
35. Ludden, David. An Agrarian History of South India, Cambridge University Press, 1999 (New 

Cambridge History of India, IV, 4). Chapter 2: pp. 60-112. 
36. Ludden, David. (Ed.) Reading Subaltern Studies, Permanent Black, New Delhi, 2001. 
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37. Ludden, David. ‘India Before Colonialism: The International Impact of Indian Research since 
1947’, in Joe Elder, Ainslee Embree and Ed Dimock (eds.), India’s Worlds and U.S. Scholars: 
1947-1997, Manohar Publishers, Delhi, pp. 265-282. 

38. Majumdar, R.C. Historiography in Modern India, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1970. 
39. Mishra, Rekha. Women in Mughal India, 1526-1748, Munshiram Manoharlal, Delhi, 1967. 
40. Misra, S.C. ‘Social Mobility in Pre-Mughal India’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. I, No. 1, March 

1974, pp. 36-43. 
41. Mukhopadhyay, Subodh Kumar. Evolution of Historiography in Modern India, 1900-1960, K.P. 

Bagchi & Co., Calcutta, 1981. 
42. Naqvi, H.K. Urbanization and Urban Centres Under the Great Mughals, Indian Institute of 

Advanced Study, Shimla, 1971. 
43. Phillips, C.H. (Ed.), Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, Oxford University Press, 1961. 
44. Prakash, Gyan. ‘Writing Post-Orientalist Histories of the Third World: Perspectives from Indian 

Historiography’, in Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 32, No. 2 (April 1990), pp. 
383-408. 

45. Qaiser, A.J. Indian Response to European Technology and Culture, Oxford University Press, 
New Delhi, 1982. 

46. Raina, Dhruv and Habib, Irfan. (Eds.), Situating History of Science: Dialogues with Joseph 
Needham, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1999. Introduction. 

47. Raychaudhuri, Tapan. Europe Reconsidered. Perceptions of the West in Nineteenth Century 
Bengal, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1989, pp. 1-25: The Background. 

48. Sangari, Kumkum and Vaid, Sudesh. Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History, Kali for 
Women, Delhi, 1990. 

49. Sarkar, Sumit. Marxian Approaches to the History of Indian Nationalism, P.C. Sen Memorial 
Lecture, K.P. Bagchi, Calcutta, 1990. 

50. Sen, S.P. (Ed.), Historians and Historiography in Modern India, Institute of Historical Studies, 
Calcutta, 1973. 

51. Sharma, R.S. In Defence of Ancient India, People’s Publishing House, Delhi, 1978. 
52. Sharma, R.S. Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1983. Chapter I: pp. 3-22: Historiography of the Ancient Social Order. 
53. Sharma, R.S. Indian Feudalism c. AD 300-1200, 2nd edn., Macmillan, Delhi, Reprint 1985. 
54. Sharma, R.S. Urban Decay in India c. AD 300-1000, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1987. 
55. Sharma, Ramesh Chandra. et. al. Historiography and Historians in India since Independence, 

M.G. Publishers, Agra, 1991.  
56. Stein, Burton. Peasant State and Society in Medieval South India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 

1980. 
57. Syed, A.J. (Ed.). D.D. Kosambi on History and Society. Problems of Interpretation, Department 

of History, University of Bombay, Bombay, 1985. 
58. Thakur, V.K. Urbanisation in Ancient India, Abhinav Publications, New Delhi, 1981. 
59. Thapar, Romila. Chandra Bipin and Mukhia Harbans, Communalism in the Writing of Indian 

History, People’s Publishing House, Delhi, 1969. 
60. Thapar, Romila. Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 

2003.  
61. Thapar, Romila. Social History of Ancient India: Some interpretations, Orient Longman Pvt. Ltd., 

Hyderabad, First Published 1978, Reprint 2004. 
62. Thapar, Romila. The Past and Prejudice, National Book Trust, New Delhi, 1st edn., 1975; revised 

edn., 2000. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
Himachal Pradesh University, Summerhill 

Shimla – 171005 
 
M. Phil. in History 
 
COURSE II (A): LITERATURE AND THOUGHT IN EARLY INDIA 
 
Maximum marks: 100 (4x25)    Time allowed: Three hours 
 
The course shall consist of 4 units. The examiner shall set a total of 8 questions, with 2 questions 
being set in each unit. Candidates shall answer one question from each unit. All questions carry 
equal marks. 
 
Section A: Early Indian Literature  

UNIT I  

1. Vedic and post-vedic literature: main works, problems of chronology, and contents.  
2. Scientific and historical literature: major works on astronomy, medicine and mathematics; the 

itihasa-purana tradition, the Rajatarangini of Kalhana  
UNIT II  

3. Buddhist literature: canonical and non-canonical  
4. Survey of canonical literature of Jainism  
Section B: Early Philosophical Schools  
UNIT III  

5. Indian Philosophy: what is it?  
6. Upanishadic thought and its influence on Bhagavadgita  
7. Caravakas  
UNIT IV  

8. Buddhist thought: Madhyamaka and Vijnanavada  
9. Anekantavada and Syadvada doctrines of Jainism  
10. Shadadarshan: Sankhya-Yoga and Nyaya-Visheshika  
 

Reading List 
Section A (Units I and II)  

1. Basham, A. L. ‘The Kashmir Chronicle’, in C. H. Philips, ed, Historians of India, Pakistan and 
Ceylon (Historical Writing on the Peoples of Asia). Oxford University Press, London, 1967, pp. 
57-65. 

2. Bose, D. M., S. N. Sen and B. V. Subbarayappa. Concise History of Science in India. Indian 
National Science Academy, New Delhi, 1971.  

3. Chattopadhyaya, Debiprasad. Studies in the History of Science in India. 2 vols, Editorial 
Enterprises, New Delhi, 1982.  

4. Collins, Steven. ‘What is Literature in Pali?’ in Sheldon Pollock, ed, Literary Cultures in History: 
Reconstructions from South Asia. Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2003, pp. 649-88.  

5. Keith, A. B. A History of Sanskrit Literature. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1961.  
6. Macdonell, Arthur A. A History of Sanskrit Literature. Third revised edition, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1972.  
7. Muller, F. Max. A History of Sanskrit Literature (revised and edited by Surendranath Sastri). 

Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series, Varanasi, 1968.  
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8. Pollock, Sheldon. (Ed.) Literary Cultures in History: Reconstructions from South Asia. Oxford 
University Press, New Delhi, 2003, Introduction (pp. 1-36) and Chapter I (pp. 39-130).  

9. Raja, C. Kunhan. Survey of Sanskrit Literature. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, 1962.  
10. Thapar, Romila. ‘The Tradition of Historical Writing in Early India’, in R. Thapar, Ancient Indian 

Social History: Some Interpretations. Orient Longman, Hyderabad, 1984, pp. 268-93. 
11. Thapar, Romila. ‘Society and Historical Consciousness: The Itihasa-Purana Tradition’, in S. 

Bhattacharya and Romila Thapar, eds, Situating Indian History, Oxford University Press, New 
Delhi, 1986, pp. 353-83. 

12. Winternitz, Maurice. A History of Indian Literature (Volumes I and II translated by V. Srinivasa 
Sarma). Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1996. (Volume III combining parts I and II, translated by 
Subbhadra Jha), Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1985, pp. 679-703.   

 
Section B (Units III and IV)  
1. Belvalkar, S. K. and R. D. Ranade. History of Indian Philosophy: The Creative Period. Orient 

Books Reprint Corporation, New Delhi, 1974.  
2. Dasgupta, Surendranath. A History of Indian Philosophy. Rpt, 5 vols, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1969.  
3. Ganeri, Jonardon. Philosophy in Classical India. Routledge, London and New York, 2001. 
4. Hiriyana, M. The Essentials of Indian Philosophy. George Allen and Unwin, London, 1969.  
5. Harris, Ian Charles. The Continuity of Madhyamaka and Yogacara in Indian Mahayana 

Buddhism. E.J. Brill, Leiden, 1991.  
6. King, Richard. Indian Philosophy. Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh 1999.  
7. Krishan, Daya. New Perspective in Indian Philosophy. Rawat Publications, Jaipur and New Delhi, 

2001.  
8. Matilal, Bimal Krishan. Logic, Language and Reality: An Introduction to Indian Philosophical 

Studies. Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1985.  
9. Mahadevan, T. M. P. Invitation to Indian Philosophy. Arnold-Heinemann, New Delhi, 1974.  
10. Mookerjee, S. The Jain Philosophy of Non-Absolutism. Second edition, Motilal Banarsidass, 

Delhi, 1978.  
11. Moore, Charles A. (Ed.) The Indian Mind: Essentials of Indian Philosophy and Culture. 

University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 1967.  
12. Radhakrishnan, S. Indian Philosophy. 2 vols (Centenary Edition), Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 1991.  
13. Raju, P.T. The Philosophical Traditions of India. George Allen and Unwin, London, 1971.  
14. Sangharakshita, Bhikshu. ‘Buddhism’, in A. L. Basham, ed, A Cultural History of India, Oxford 

University Press, fourth impression, 2000, pp. 83-99.  
15. Sharma, Chandradhar. A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy. Rpt, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 

1997.  
16. Suzuki, D. T. Outline of Mahayana Buddhism. Schocken, New York, 1963.  
17. Williams, Paul. Mahayana Buddhism: The Doctrinal Foundations. Routledge, London and New 

York, 1989; chapter 3: ‘Madhyamaka’ (pp. 55-76).  
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