
 

Inaugural Session: National Seminar on Tribes in Himachal Pradesh University  

  

The inaugural session of the National Seminar on Tribes in Himachal Pradesh commenced with 

the auspicious lighting of the ceremonial lamp and the recitation of Saraswati Vandana. This 

was followed by a formal felicitation ceremony. Distinguished dignitaries, including the 

ViceChancellor Prof. Mahavir Singh, Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rajinder Verma, Dean of 

Studies Prof. B.K. Shivram, and Prof. Kamal Manohar Sharma, and key note speaker M.C. 

Behera along with other eminent guests, graced the occasion. The session also witnessed the 

release and online inauguration of the HPU Journal.  

 

The Convener of the Seminar, Prof. Harish Thakur, formally introduced all dignitaries and 

delivered an insightful address highlighting various theoretical perspectives related to tribal 

studies. He discussed the stages of development and civilization among tribal communities and 

emphasized how modernization and social transformation have affected different tribes in 

diverse ways across regions.  



 

Prof. B.K. Shivram, Dean of Studies, congratulated the Department of Political Science for 

organizing the seminar and commended its initiative to study the tribes of Himachal Pradesh 

through a holistic and interdisciplinary lens. He noted that Himachal Pradesh, encompassing 

both tribal and non-tribal regions, requires a balanced understanding to bridge socio-economic 

and cultural divides for inclusive development.  

 



Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rajinder Verma extended his congratulations to the department 

and emphasized the importance of continued academic engagement for the preservation and 

promotion of tribal identity, heritage, and knowledge systems through sustained research and 

collaboration.  

 

 

The Chief Guest and Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mahavir Singh, appreciated the department’s 

academic efforts and stressed the need for more scientific and data-based studies on tribal 

regions. He underscored the ecological and developmental significance of these areas, 

particularly in the context of sustainable ecosystems and green energy, and encouraged young 

scholars to pursue rigorous, evidence-based, and field-oriented research.  



 

A shawl and topi was presented as a token of respect to the Keynote Speaker, Prof. M.C. 

Behera, 

 

 He delivered an engaging and comprehensive address on the evolution of tribal societies in 

India. He examined the origin and development of tribes during the pre-colonial, colonial, and 

post-colonial periods and highlighted the importance of constitutional measures adopted in the 

post-independence era for safeguarding tribal rights and identity. Prof. Behera further 



elaborated on the diversity among tribes in terms of their historical origin and geographical 

isolation, underscoring the need for a contextually grounded and historically informed 

approach to tribal studies.  

In conclusion, the inaugural session set the tone for the seminar by emphasizing the 

interdisciplinary relevance of tribal research, the importance of preserving cultural diversity, 

and the vital role of academic institutions in advancing inclusive and knowledge-based 

development in tribal regions.  

Second Session  

The second session of the seminar was chaired by Prof. Mridula Sharda.  

 

In this session, Dr. Joginder Saklani and other faculty members, along with several research 

scholars, presented their papers on various aspects of tribal life, socio-economic 

transformation, and governance in tribal regions. The session featured insightful discussions on 

regional variations, policy frameworks, and developmental challenges concerning tribal 

communities in Himachal Pradesh and beyond.  

Third Session  

The third session was chaired by Dr. Joginder Saklani, where research scholars and M.A. 

students presented their research papers. The presentations covered a wide range of themes 

including tribal identity, social change, representation, and the impact of modernization on 

traditional tribal institutions. The session provided an engaging platform for emerging scholars 

to share their perspectives and receive constructive feedback from faculty and peers.  

Vote of Thanks by the Chairperson, Department of Political Science 



On behalf of the Department of Political Science, Dr. Abha Chauhan Khimta, Chairperson of 

the Department, extends heartfelt gratitude to all dignitaries, resource persons, speakers, and 

participants for their valuable presence and insightful contributions to this national seminar. 

Sincere appreciation is also extended to faculty members Dr. Harish K. Thakur, Dr. Vikas, Dr. 

Mini Pathak Dogra, scholars, and students whose dedication and cooperation have made this 

academic event truly successful, meaningful, and memorable 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, the seminar provided a valuable platform for academic dialogue and 

interdisciplinary engagement on tribal issues in Himachal Pradesh. The sessions collectively 

emphasized the need for sustained research, policy attention, and inclusive approaches to 

understanding and empowering tribal communities in the state  
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