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INTRODUCTION TO THE  COURSE: SHAKESPEARE  AND HIS
CONTEMPORARIES

Unit-1 ORIGIN OF DRAMA: AN OVERVIEW
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1.1  INTRODUCTION

This course in Renaissance drama introduces you to some of the best plays from the
golden age of drama in England. Within the Renaissance period from around 1508 to
1660, the last quarter of the sixteenth century and the first quarter of the seventeenth
century (i.e. the years 1576-1625) constitute the golden age of English drama.
Doctor Faustus and Twelfth Night from the last decade of the sixteenth century and
Volpone and The Tempest from the beginning of the seventeenth century provide a
fairly good idea of the rich variety of drama during this period. Doctor Faustus (c.
1593) is a tragedy, Twelfth Night (c. 1601) a romantic comedy, Volpone (1605) a
satiric comedy, and The Tempest (1611) a dramatic romance which has some
features of tragedy and some of comedy. This lesson briefly describes the drama of
ancient Greece and Rome and the medieval mystery and morality plays of England
because some of their features are reflected in the plays in your course.

1.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This objective of this unit is to introduce you to the concepts of tragedy, comedy, the
three unities, double plot, and type characters—in the context of the influence of
ancient classical drama and medieval English mystery and morality plays on the
plays prescribed in this course.

1.3 ORIGIN OF DRAMA

ORIGIN OF GREEK DRAMA: GREEK TRAGEDIES AND THREE UNITIES

In Europe drama emerged in Greece in the sixth century BC out of religious worship.
At first a chorus of fifty dancers used to dance vigorously and sing songs in honour
of God Dionysus. Then in sixth century BC Thespis introduced an actor who could
engage in dialogue with the chorus leader, and thus drama was born in the west. (In
India drama had become a fully developed art form by then, as we see in the plays
of Bhasa who was a
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1.1 Introduction

Dear readers, as we start on a journey to become intimately acquainted with English
literature's history. Our voyage commences with a glimpse into the 14th century, a period
marked by fascinating interplays of power, war, plague, and transformative shifts in
governance. As we probing into the intricacies of this era, we witness the emergence of key
figures, societal forces, and literary expressions that have left an indelible mark on the course
of English literature. Our exploration begins by examining the complex socio-political and
economic conditions that served as the backdrop for literary creativity. This century
witnessed not only the reign of monarchs but also the tumultuous impact of the Hundred
Years' War, the grim shadow of the Black Death, and the nascent inklings of parliamentary
influence. Amidst these changes, the importance of the nobility's role, the rise of
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1.1Introduction

The Bronté sisters—Charlotte, Emily, and Anne—are towering figures in English literature,
known for their ground breaking novels that continue to captivate and inspire readers and
scholars alike. Born in the early 19th century in Thornton, Yorkshire, the sisters faced a
series of personal tragedies that deeply influenced their writing. Their works, characterized
by passionate storytelling and profound exploration of the human condition, have earned a
lasting place in literary history. This chapter delves into their lives, literary achievements, and
the enduring legacy of their contributions to the world of literature.

1.2 Learning Objectives
Dear students this Unit will make you aware of the Bronte sisters of the Nineteenth Century.
The section will give a comprehensive view of the Bronte sisters importance in the
Nineteenth century.

1.3Life and Career
A. Early Lives and Family Background

Charlotte Bronté was born on April 21, 1816, followed by Emily on July 30, 1818, and Anne
on January 17, 1820. They had two other sisters, Maria and Elizabeth, who died young, and
a brother, Branwell. Their father, Patrick Bronté, was an Anglican clergyman appointed as
the rector of Haworth, a village on the Yorkshire moors. After the death of their mother in
1821, their Aunt Elizabeth moved in to help care for the family. The children’s education was
a priority for Patrick, who believed that proper education was crucial for their future
prospects. The Bronté siblings often entertained themselves with storytelling and imaginative
games, laying the foundation for their future literary endeavors.

B. Literary Beginnings and Personal Struggles

The Bronté sisters' literary journey began early, inspired by their isolated upbringing and vivid
imaginations. They were first published under pseudonyms—Currer (Charlotte), Ellis (Emily), and
Acton (Anne) Bell—in a volume of poetry in 1846. Although it sold only two copies, the sisters did not
abandon their literary ambitions.
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1.1Introduction

"Modern fiction" denotes a literary genre that originated in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, marked by a significant departure from traditional narrative forms and
conventions. This genre encapsulates the cultural, social, and psychological
transformations of the modern era, emphasizing experimentation with form, style, and
narrative techniques over conventional storytelling. Literary modernism afforded authors
unprecedented freedom to innovate in their modes of expression. Modernist works
frequently feature free-flowing inner dialogues and non-linear narratives, foregrounding
the subjective experiences and emotions of characters. Notable writers within this
literary movement include W.B. Yeats, Joseph Conrad, Samuel Beckett, D.H.
Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, and William Carlos Williams.

1.2Learning Objectives

Dear students, the present chapter introduce you to the Modern Fiction. By the end of
the lesson you will be able to answer the question on chief characteristics, themes and
authors of Modern Fiction.

1.3Modern Period in English Literature

The modern period in English literature, spanning from the onset of the 20th century
until 1965, represents a radical departure from previous literary norms. This era is
characterized by a pronounced break from traditional modes of engaging with the world.
Whereas earlier literary periods discouraged experimentation and individualism, the
modern period celebrated these qualities as virtues. The advent of modernism brought
numerous cultural shocks, most notably the traumatic impact of World War | and Il.
These conflicts, spanning from 1914 to 1919 and 1939 to 1945 respectively, left a
profound and unsettling legacy, with widespread uncertainty and a pervasive sense of
disorientation among the populace.

Key elements of modernist literature include:
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