MBA-RURAL DEVELOPMENT STUDENTS’ GRAM SABHA VISITS
[OCTOBER 2, 2019]

Department of Interdisciplinary Studies of Himachal Pradesh University Shimla organized field
exposure visit for the students of MBA-Rural Development. Around 58 students of MBA-Rural
Development visited 34-gram panchayats of seven districts and 25 development blocks of
Himachal Pradesh.

Objectives of the visit was to expose the students of MBA-Rural Development to the functioning
of Gram Panchayat how the people participants in the meetings, to understand the process of
organizing the gram sabha meeting by way of understanding the role of GPs office bearer be it
Pradhan, Up-Pradhan, ward members and the member as well.

Three tasks such as to know the views of participants who are participating in the gram sabha,
non-participants who do not participating in gram sabha students have to go to the villages to
collects their views. Second one was to have the recording of the Pradhan about the functioning
of Gram Sabha, secretary about the implementation of rural development schemes, ward
members about the participation in gram sabha and other decision making process, MGNREGA
about the employment generation work under the scheme and other member of the gram sabha
about the overall functioning of gram panchayat. There was another format which was about the
participation of people in previous and present gram sabha as well the entire gram sabha meeting
as per the provision of department of panchayati raj and RDD.

Among the total 34gram panchayats visited by the MBA-RD students there were 20 GPs of
Shimla districts namely Jeori, Jaipidi, Halogi, Kutara, Munchharna, Kotkarh, Sunni, Chaili,
Dadas, Pujarli, Biyolia, Neri, Dalgaon, Balddeyan, Basantpur, Majthai, Kamaha, Dhalli,
GorliMadaug and Naldehra.6 GPs of Solan District Shernol, Delgi, Bhanuti, Darlaghat, Bisha &
Kanair, 3 GPs of Mandi Urla, Tilli&Kangu, 2 Sirmaur Shivpur, Nainatikkar, 1 GP Lagnanwan
from Hamirpur district, 1 GP from Kangranamely Gummar and 2 GPs from Una i.e. Chhetran
&Jasaana.

There were some awareness activities like sanitation campaign, anti drug addiction, government
policy on polythene purchase however the maximum Gram Panchayats among visited were
shortage of quorum hence no resolution could have been passed.

The reason of shortage of quorum was the navratra, apple seasons and people less interests in
gram sabha. However, the Pradhan and secretary of all gram sabha narrated that other than
October gram sabha generally fulfil the required quorum as people remain free.

The faculty team of MBA-Rural Development Dr.Randhir Singh Ranta (Coordinator), Dr. Rattan
Singh Chauhan, Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, Dr. Baldev Singh Negi, Dr. Lalit Kumar Sharma, Dr. Vijay
Kumar Sharma managed this field visits as per the direction of Prof. R.P. Sharma Director, DIS-
IIHS. Prof. R.P. Sharma thanked the officers of Department of Rural Development and
Department of Panchayati Raj of Himachal Pradesh Government for allowing the students visits
to various gram panchayat. He also appreciated the courage of the students for visiting the rural
areas for understanding the process of rural development by the gram sabhas.
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