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National Seminar
on

India and the United Nations: Navigating Geopolitical Shifts and

Security Challenges
October 24, 2025

The Department of Political Science and the Department of Defence and Strategic Studies,
Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla, jointly organized a One-Day National Seminar on the
theme “India and the United Nations: Navigating Geopolitical Shifts and Security Challenges”
on the occasion of United Nations Day, October 24, 2025. The seminar brought together
eminent scholars, academicians, and research students from various disciplines to deliberate
upon India’s evolving engagement with global governance and the changing contours of

international security.
Inaugural Session

The seminar commenced with the arrival of the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mahavir

Singh, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla.



The proceedings began with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and Saraswati Vandana
and the rendition of the HP University Kulgeet, setting a solemn and dignified tone for the

event.

The session began with a presentation ceremony in which a shawl and Topi were presented

to the Keynote Speaker, Professor Kamal Kinger (Department of Defence and Strategic
Studies, Punjabi University, Patiala) by Dr. Abha Chauhan Khimta, Chairperson of the

Department and Convenor of the Seminar.
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In her Welcome Address, Dr. Bhawna Sharma, Associate Professor and Organising
Secretary of the Seminar, extended a warm welcome to all dignitaries, guests, and participants.
She highlighted the significance of the day and the United Nations’ 80th anniversary theme —
“The United Nations at 80: Building Our Future Together.” Dr. Sharma noted that despite the
persistence of wars, conflicts, diseases, climate change, and cybercrime, the UN continues to
remain relevant, though its limitations in addressing ongoing global conflicts must be

acknowledged.

The Guest of Honour, Prof. B.K. Shivram, Dean of Studies, Himachal Pradesh University,
congratulated the department for organizing the event. He emphasized the importance of

academic engagement in shaping India’s foreign policy and observed that with the changing



global order since the Trump era and rising instability in South Asia, it is crucial to understand

India’s evolving strategic position.

The Chief Guest, Prof. Mahavir Singh, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Himachal Pradesh
University, commended the department’s initiative and encouraged wider participation from
faculty and students. He spoke about emerging technological challenges such as 6G and
Artificial Intelligence, urging young researchers to adopt a scientific outlook and engage in
international collaboration. Drawing on the example of grapheme a material made of carbon
yet known for being both the hardest and softest, as well as transparent he remarked that just as
carbon has evolved into graphene, we too, as individuals, students, and institutions, must evolve

with time.

In his Keynote Address, Prof. Kamal Kinger offered deep insights into the shifting
dynamics of global power and India’s role within the United Nations system. He discussed
pressing global issues—technological and cyber threats, energy and climate security,
fragmented multilateralism, strategic autonomy, cross-border terrorism, and maritime and
space security—while highlighting India’s consistent commitment to multilateralism and its
aspiration for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council. He concluded with India’s message

to the world: multilateralism must not be replaced by the “might-is-right” approach; justice

must remain the foundation of the global order.

The session concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Dr. Abha Chauhan Khimta,
Chairperson, Department of Political Science and Defence & Strategic Studies and Convenor
of the Seminar, followed by the National Anthem.

A brief tea break followed the session.

Technical Session — |



The first technical session was chaired by Dr. B.R. Thakur, Department of Geography,
Himachal Pradesh University. The session witnessed an engaging set of presentations from
senior academicians and scholars, including Dr. Joginder Saklani, Col. (Retd.) Arun
Sharma, Dr. Sandeep Kumar, and Dr. Bharti Gupta, who presented papers offering diverse
and analytical perspectives on India’s engagement with the UN and contemporary global

security concerns.



A few research scholars, including Meenakshi Johal, Abhigya Langeh, Sanskriti, Shivam
Mishra, and Shivangi Tripathi, also contributed their research insights, adding youthful
energy to the discussion. In his concluding remarks, Dr. Thakur commended the presenters
for their scholarly depth and emphasized the importance of interdisciplinary research in
understanding global issues. He also highlighted the need for a stronger methodological
approach and encouraged new researchers to improve the clarity and structure of their
presentations.

A brief Lunch break followed the session.

Technical Session — 11

The second technical session was chaired by Dr. Meera Chauhan, Department of Public
Administration, Himachal Pradesh University. This session primarily featured papers presented
by faculty members and research scholars focusing on the institutional role of the UN, regional
conflicts, and India’s policy responses to emerging global challenges. The Chair appreciated
the relevance and analytical clarity of the papers and encouraged further research on the

intersection of governance, diplomacy, and security.

Technical Session — 111

The third technical session was chaired by Dr. Yog Raj, Department of Political Science
(CDOE), Himachal Pradesh University. The session continued the intellectual momentum of
the day with stimulating presentations by research scholars who explored various aspects of
India’s participation in UN peacekeeping, multilateral diplomacy, and global security
frameworks. Dr. Yog Raj, in his concluding remarks, highlighted the need for critical

engagement with India’s global role amid shifting geopolitical currents.

A brief tea break followed the session.

Valedictory Session

The seminar concluded with a Valedictory Session chaired by Prof. Harish K. Thakur,
Department of Political Science, Himachal Pradesh University. The session began with the

presentation of the seminar report by Abha Chauhan Khimta, followed by the VValedictory



Address delivered by Prof. Rajinder S. Chauhan (Retd.), Former Vice-Chancellor,
Himachal Pradesh University. Prof. Chauhan reflected on India’s evolving diplomatic posture

within the United Nations and the challenges it faces in navigating new security and

geopolitical realities.

The session concluded with the distribution of certificates to the participants and a Vote
of Thanks proposed by Dr. Abha C. Khimta, Head, Department of Political Science and
Defence & Strategic Studies and Convenor of the Seminar.

The national seminar came to a dignified close with the National Anthem, marking the end

of an intellectually enriching and successful day of academic engagement.
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