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Vice-Chancellor’s Message

| congratulate the Alumni Association on bringing out the first issue of Summerhill Panorama on the Q
occasion of Alumni Meet-2022. The illustrious journey of HPU, which started about 53 years back, has ‘
chased the dreams of thousands of its students. | am happy to hear from our Alumni about their
experiences and the milestones they achieved in life. The HP Alumni Association is a platform for all the
Alumni to reunite, connect and come together. Through the contribution and support of our alumni, HPU

can become one of the leading universities offering career insights and mentoring students. | hope that the university
will continue playing its role and help its alumni excel in their professional life.

The accomplishments and milestones of alumni can be the source of inspiration for millions of other students. |
request the HP Alumni Association, to keep this valued association steadfast and keep nurturing the traditions.

Prof. S. P. Bansal
Vice-Chancellor

Message of Pro-Vice-Chancellor

I am happy that HP Alumni Association is bringing out Summerhill Panorama, which will provide a
platform for alumni to cherish their memories. Alumni of any institution play a very significant role in taking
it to new heights. Being the first state university, HPU has always been at the forefront of imparting
knowledge and skill, which has turned out to be beneficial in building the careers of hundreds of its alumni,
and today they are excelling in every field. | hope that alumni will be proud of the evolution, progression,
and success of HPU in five decades of its existence and our alumni will contribute significantly to furthering its growth.

Prof. Jyoti Parkash
Pro-Vice-Chancellor

Message of Dean of Studies

It is a matter of pride for HP University that the HPU Alumni Association is bringing out the First
Issue of Summerhill Panorama, on the occasion of the 1° Alumni Meet-2022. HPU alumni are doing
extremely well in all the fields and achieved important landmarks in their life, not only at the national
level but international level. Alumni of any institution are always a source of inspiration to the £
newcomers to outshine in diverse fields. Their experience and achievements always set an example for everyone to
imitate. After completing more than fifty years of existence, HP University has a big alumni family and the way it is
interwoven is remarkable. Alumni meet is an exceptional occasion to reinforce the bonds of the alumni with their alma
mater where they share memories, experiences, and accomplishments. | wish all the alumni all the success and extend
my best wishes to HP Alumni Association on this occasion!

> G
e

Prof. Kulbhushan Chandel
Dean of Studies
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Summerhill Panorama: A Connect with Our Alma Mater

-Prof. P. K. Ahluwalia
President, HP University Alumni Association
Prof. (Retd.) Department of Physics, HP University

Beginning of the seventh decade of the 20th century marks for the history of
Himachal Pradesh an epoch in big dreams for the people of this remote hilly
territory. Two very important projects were launched to bring together
people of Himachal Pradesh; one was via medium wave radio transmitter built
at Baldeyan connected to Akashvani Studio at Chaura Maidan, and the other
to bring higher education to the doorsteps of Himachali youth. These were
indeed two smart projects. Smart in their vision and in their sweep. Foundation of

these two projects was laid almost simultaneously, studio was built fast to be ready for inauguration by the
then, Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi on 25th January 1971 on the day of Statehood to Himachal Pradesh.
Since then Himachal Pradesh University has been a work in progress, a dream project of Dr. Y. S. Parmar the
first chief minister of Himachal Pradesh. Living in the adjoining suburb at Boileauganj, a gateway to the
University, these two sites, one in Chaura Maidan
where AIR studio stands today and the other to
Summer Hill, provided a unique opportunity for
| me to witness these developments. AIR Studio
was being built on the site of burnt down
Himachal Dham about which people of Shimla are
still nostalgic and the other, Himachal Pradesh
University was conceptualized on one of the very
enchanting spurs of Shimla, famous for Raj
¥ Kumari Amrit Kaur’s mansion Manorville, where
* Gandhi Ji stayed during his sojourns to Shimla
= between 1935 to 1946, presently known as
Gandhi Smriti (also known as Raj Kumari Amrit
Kaur Bhavan, AlIIMS Guest House).




Starting a  University required  both
infrastructure and human resource. The
responsibility of undertaking this task was
entrusted to the first vice-chancellor, Prof. Ram
Karan Singh, a great educationist with vast
experience in academic governance. He, on the
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one side, started searching for best minds
. across the world to come and join in his dream
of building a hill University, and the other was
to start courses and create infrastructure to
hold classes. Proceedings of the executive
council of those early times are full of freedom
and autonomy, which Vice-Chancellor enjoyed
with lofty ideals to gather best brains to ignite

the young minds. Creating spaces for running

Kingswood Hall day to day activities was a daunting task, thanks

to Dr. Parmar, a campus scattered over many
buildings in Shimla was handed over to the University to engage with the task of teaching, learning, and
research. The main campus stretched from North to South with Deodar and oak trees giving it a look of huge
forest garden, which ignites with the red colour of the rhododendrons during March and April. Surrounded by
classical nature walks, it is a nature walker’s delight. Dr. Parmar handed over his own residence Ava Lodge, at
Chaura Maidan to start law faculty, printing press of the President’s Estate was given to start Department of
Bio-Sciences, The Manse and Gandhi Bhavan near General Post Office on the Mall, housing Panjab University
Regional centre became the abode of Departments of Physics and Chemistry. And a Post Graduate Centre
came up in Summerhill with a courtyard surrounded by temporary tin sheds housing classrooms on one side
and small cubicles to seat professors and support staff of the Departments on the other. These departments
mainly belonged to arts faculty and social sciences, became a hub of intellectual pursuits with close proximity
of teachers with their students, a sort of Shanti Niketan in the hills. Lack of faculty in the departments was
compensated by very senior faculty working in Government Boys College Sanjauli. This PG Centre remained a
land mark till recently when it gave way to a new block which is fast coming up there. Another very important
institution enabling education to local working population worked as University Evening College in Rana
Padma Chandra Sanatna Dharma Bhargva College, presently housing Rajkiya Kanya Mahavidyala.
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To accommodate students from outside Shimla two hostels were started, for boys in a stable of Viceregal
Lodge near its gate named Him Kirit Hostel for boys and Chandrabhaga Hostel for girls. Facilities were lacking
but spirit was high. There was no local bus facility and students and teachers mostly walked to the campus or
came by local rail shuttle to the campus. Offices were housed in British Raj Buildings next to Manoreville. The
Kingswood hall a property of a building contractor of Shimla Tirath Ram was chosen as residence of Vice-
Chancellor, now housing Department of Research and Interdisciplinary studies.

Slowly and steadily the campus started taking shape. One of the first priorities of Prof. R. K. Singh was to
make faculty comfortable in the tough terrain of Shimla, and below the Summer Hill Railway station came up
teachers’ colony known as Jutogh View. These were followed by the construction of the boys hostel on the
slopes of Potter’s Hill and girls hostels on the eastern slopes of Summer hill.

Soon architects lead by Ar. Dinkar Warde started with their creative zeal to
think about a University campus with all the challenges intrinsically present in
hill location. Today, Jawahar Bhavan, housing University Library in the shape
of Pagoda also sometimes described as a replica of India’s first satellite
Aryabhatta is an imposing structure doting the western horizon of Shimla
city. Earlier this site was having Grassmare building housing the
administrative wing of the University. Later Ar. Arun Seam took over to give
it @ shape as it looks today with beautiful landscaping surrounding it. Prof.
Him Chatterjee and his students have added beautiful murals as one climbs
up the hill in the campus. Later all the Vice-Chancellors who followed tried to
add new ideas and possibilities despite many physical and financial
constraints. Prof. K. C. Malhotra in his six year long term initiated raising of
new buildings namely Ambedkar Bhavan, Law Block, and Gandhi Bhavan.
Spirit of contributing by faculty, teachers, non-teaching staff has never

Prof. RK Singh, Prof. GL
Sharma and Prof. KK
Malhotra

diminished and it speaks of their dedication and dreams for a work in
progress. One of the most modern hill campuses equipped with state of the
art high tech connectivity holds a place of pride among the Universities of the
country.

Recollection of these places is like living in those moments from where we as students passed out to carve a
place for ourselves and conquer the challenges of life in our own humble ways. Summerhill Panorama is a
place for reliving those memories from the memory banks of the alumni, and the faculty and the visitors to the




~4 ~

University. It is also an effort to recreate a history of those five decades in which lot of churning in intellectual
space has happened under the roof of our Alma Mater. Each of the articles in this issue has emerged from
reminiscences which are beautiful stories worth sharing with the new generation, lest we forget.

We invite you all to enjoy these everlasting memories narrated by your friends and colleagues for which
Himachal Pradesh University Alumni Association has made a humble effort in this inaugural issue which will be
published as a quarterly. Both the contributors and the editorial team has worked hard to present this collage
of memories in this e-magazine to our alumni spread all over the world.

| am happy to invite you to dig deep into your memories and share the moments and events which shaped you
and your Alma Mater in future issues of Summer hill Panorma.

Wishing you a happy reading and Jai Ho to our alma mater
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Dr. Ram Karan Singh - An Unparalleled Educationist

-Prof. A. N. Maheshwari
Former Vice-Chancellor, University of Science and Technology Cochin,
Kerela

My first contact with Dr. R. K. Singh, Uncle, was when | was 13 years old.
He and his family had come to New Delhi from Agra and lived in the same
group of flats then called Diplomatic Enclave. He knew my parents, as |
later learned my father had stayed at his house with him for some period

when he was posted at Agra. When he first met me, he looked at me with a

loving smile and encouraged me to come to his flat for playing with his son,

Kiran, who was of my age. It is not for me to comment on what he saw in me. | could not converse in English
then and was an ordinary school student perhaps with above average mathematical abilities. There were a
few other elders who had encouraged me to bring out the best in me.

Kiran had an air gun. | liked to play with it and occasionally visited Uncle’s flat as it was no more than 100m
from our flat.

He returned to Agra after completing his assignment at New Delhi. My father was posted to Simla and after
completing school education | was living in hostel as | had joined the University of Delhi for first doing my B.Sc.
(Honours) in Physics and later M.Sc. in Physics. Perhaps, my father was in touch with him as he played a crucial
role in my sister’s life. He told me about it when he was at Gary, Indiana, and | was at the University of
Chicago. | will come to it shortly.

On 1 July 1964, Uncle came to New Delhi for attending my sister’s marriage. He was happy to see me.
Excitedly, | told him that shortly | would leave for Chicago to join the University of Chicago for doing Ph.D. in
Physics. | did not know that Uncle had done his Ph.D. from Harvard University thirty years ago.

| was pleasantly surprised to receive a letter from Uncle asking me to spend the Thanksgiving Weekend with
him at Gary, Indiana. | think the year was 1966. | had then recently acquired a driving license and a car. |
needed driving practice. | decided to drive to Gary as it was not far from Chicago without experience of
driving on a highway. | reached safely. There were many other guests other than me visiting him. Uncle told
me that your father was thinking of getting your sister married but | advised him to let her get her




~8~

matriculation certificate first and follow it by getting her bachelor’s degree. She did exactly what Uncle
wanted.

| may have visited Uncle at Gary several times during his stay there. In 1969 | received a letter from Uncle
offering me a Reader’s position at Meerut University. He knew that | would decline it and had written me a
persuasive letter. | was not ready for teaching assignment and was keen to go to the University of Tokyo for
post-doctoral study. | could not accept the offer of appointment he had offered me. In July 1971, Uncle visited
me at my father’s home in New Delhi as | was spending a year with my parents. Uncle had brought with him an
application form for teaching position at the Himachal Pradesh University at Simla. He had assumed office as
its first Vice-Chancellor. | was reluctant to apply as | was going abroad in the third week of September to
spend a year at the International Centre for Theoretical Physics at Trieste, Italy. He asked me to sign the
application form and give him my biodata. He said that | should leave the rest to him as he would ensure that |
keep up my commitment to spend a year with Professor Abdus Salam. | received notice from the Registrar of
the University to appear before the selection committee of the University for Appointment of Associate
Professor of Physics which was scheduled to meet in the campus of the IIT Delhi. | did that and a letter of
appointment followed with a letter from uncle asking me to come to Simla for a day and join the teaching
position.

| reached Simla. | was disappointed to see the facilities of the Physics Department of the University. It was
housed in a dilapidated building called the Manse House. When | met the teachers there, | felt totally
unsettled. There were teachers who were absorbed in the University from the earlier Post Graduate Centre of
Panjab University that was functioning there. | gave my feedback to Uncle. He asked me to apply for leave of
absence and allowed me to go to Trieste.

In July 1972 | returned to India and went to Simla to take up my teaching assignment as the academic session
had commenced. | stayed in the Guest Room of the Post and Telegraph Department close to the Manse
House. | was allotted a furnished accommodation in St. Bernard House. It was a holiday home of the Panjab
University. | fixed appointment with the Executive Engineer of the University for handing me possession of
the accommodation. | had to wait for more than an hour for him. When he reached, he had not brought its
key. He broke open its door using his umbrella. | asked him to show me its water supply. He took me to a tank
which was filled with water unfit for human consumption. | asked him to drink a glass of water from this tank
before giving me possession of the allotted flat. He was taken aback and reported the matter to the Vice-
Chancellor. In the evening | got a telephone call from Uncle. He said, “Amar Nath, | know you are upset but it

is a new University bear with me for some time."
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He was a persuasive Vice-Chancellor and had managed to bring together outstanding academics to the new
University. | will name a few of them. Among those | still remember after forty years were Prof. P. L.
Bhatnagar, an eminent mathematician who was a former Vice-Chancellor, Dr Ravinder Kumar and Dr R. N.
Mehrotra distinguished historians, Dr V. R. Mehta and Dr. Kuldeep Kumar to the Department of Political
Science, and Dr. Kalyan Banerjee to the Department of English, and Dr. Hariom Agarwal to Department of
Botany and many other competent teachers. Any other new University in India would have been proud to
have teachers of the calibre selected by the first Vice-Chancellor of the Himachal Pradesh University. | have
written elsewhere my experience at Simla.

Dr R. K. Singh extended respect to academics of distinction all over the world and sought their help in
recruiting teachers for his University. On one occasion, when he was driving to Delhi on official work, he
offered to take me along with him. He first stopped at Roorkee University and called on three eminent
teachers of that University. As | had accompanied him | also paid courtesy calls. At each place we were offered
tea. After taking two cups of tea | was reluctant to drink the third. He looked at me reprovingly and said that it
is an honour to visit distinguished academics and never disrespect your host. | saw how a Vice-Chancellor built
his institution by seeking help of those who could objectively assess talent. Later in life | also became a Vice-
Chancellor. | followed his approach in building my institution.

All teachers of the University had access to him. Teachers approached him for getting solutions to their
grievances, even personal. Kalyan Banerjee, Associate Professor in the Department of English, who like me
had obtained his Ph.D. degree from the University of Wiscosin, told him that he was a fish eater but fish were
available only in Simla and not in the neighbourhood of Summer Hill. Dr. Singh sanctioned to him a loan for
buying a scooter.

Dr. Singh protected his institution from political intrusion. | distinctly recall in meetings of the Academic
Council on one occasion when | was also its member that Dr. Singh would say in his words of welcome
requesting its nominated members with political backgrounds that you have entered the temple of learning
and | expect that you would have left your politics outside its portals. | was aware that he was under political
pressure, but he never shared it with his faculty. | followed the same principle when | became a Vice-
Chancellor.

Dr. Singh did not complete his full term in office and decided to return to Agra. After he left, the magnet
holding many of us at the Himachal Pradesh University disappeared. Many of us followed and left the

Himachal Pradesh University as our protective umbrella was no longer there.
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| left for Mysore. | used to come to New Delhi for meetings. Once | missed Uncle so much that | decided to
make a day trip to Agra to visit him. | went by the Taj Express and got down at Raja Ki Mandi Railway Station.
He was a well-known figure. | had no difficulty in reaching his home. He had stepped out of his home. Aunty
was delighted to see me. Sometime later Uncle returned, | remarked, "Uncle, are you keeping busy?” His
response was, “l am wearing out my slippers. Busy persons are Dr. Naval Kishor and his son.” | knew Dr. Naval
Kishor, an eminent gynaecologist, as he was my father’s friend. Uncle was disappointed that | was a Professor
at the Regional College of Education at Mysore. He said that he would talk to his friends that a person of my
caliber needs to be suitably posted. | did not say any word as | knew he loved me and was concerned about
me. The same evening, | returned to New Delhi.

In April 1985 my father died. | sent a letter to Uncle. He condoled me and added that he was in the terminal
stage of cancer and did not have much time left in life. | went to Italy soon after for my annual visit to Trieste. |
read there in a newspaper that Dr. R. K. Singh had died. In a short span of time | lost my father and Uncle.

In 1990 | became the Vice-Chancellor of Cochin University of Science and Technology. In January 1991 | came to
New Delhi to attend the annual meeting of vice-chancellors. There were not many universities in India then. |
was pleasantly surprised that there were three other vice-chancellors who were my colleagues at the
Himachal Pradesh University. This observation alone may allay doubts that Dr. Singh had been indulgent to me
as he knew me from the time when | was a boy. He was selective in making recruitment of teachers and
brought the best on recommendation of experts whom he trusted. He was the Principal of Balwant Rajput
College, Agra. It is counted as one of the institutions of eminence in India. He had put it together and made it a
leading centre of research in agricultural sciences.

Thirty-five years have passed since he died. My heart is filled with joy in remembering him as he was an
unparalleled educationist of India. | was fortunate to have enjoyed support of several outstanding academics
some of whom were Nobel Laureates but the role that Dr. R. K. Singh played in my life and later as a role
model | cherish the most.
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Striding the Echelons of Higher Education

-Prof. S. P. Bansal

Vice-Chancellor, Central University, Dharamshala

&

Vice-Chancellor, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla

Memoirs give us ways to narrate small accounts and personal perceptions
that make our life and simultaneously allow us to contemplate on the
relics of reminiscences. Life is spectacular and full of incidences, each one
having its own implication and lifetime experience to live, cherish and

educe. Life makes us learn, gain, improve, and eventually leads us to self-

realization. In the year 1958, a simple family of seven moved from Punjab and

settled in Himachal. My father, who was a noble soul and left for his heavenly abode three years back,
nurtured his children with utmost love and care. The values and ethics he inculcated have made me achieve
the highest status in the academic sphere. After completing elementary schooling at Government School
Sanjauli and secondary one from Senior Secondary School Lalpani, | pursued my graduation from the
Government Degree College, Shimla, and higher learning from Himachal Pradesh University. My father, a
government employee in the Education Department as a teacher, was a self-made man, and believed that |
should complete my education and become self-dependent. He insisted to continue with my studies after
Post-Graduation and | completed my M.Phil and Ph.D. My wife, Dr. Sunita is a real motivator and helped me
realize my goals. She is an Ayurvedic doctor and has been contributing immensely to society by providing free
medical consultations during medical camps. She has sacrificed her job for the sake of my family and career.
My son, Nitish and daughter Shruti are also alumni of HPU and both of them have done B. Tech from the
University Institute of Information Technology HPU and are well-settled now. The values imbibed by the
university have not only provided wings to their career goals but shaped their outlook. Let me narrate a small
incident. Two years back, on the occasion of Diwali, my son asked me how much money he can spend on
buying crackers. | told him to get the crackers up to a certain amount. But later, he revealed that he is not
going to spend the amount on crackers, instead, he donated the money to the needy people in an old-age
home. The lives and philosophy of Swami Vivekananda and Prof. Abdul Kalam have encouraged me to move
ahead and face the challenges in life. Both of them have been great thinkers and nation builders. | am
fortunate to have met and interacted with Prof Abdul Kalam. His dedication to the nation and struggleful life
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has always been motivational. When he was elected as the President of India, he assumed his office with a
small suitcase and on completion of his tenure, left the office with the same.

Cherished memories of the days spent at Himachal Pradesh University evoke visual images of people, places,
and time spent on the campus. If | close my eyes, | can see and sense as if that time is not very far. From the
moment | stepped into the HPU campus, | realized that | had taken the right decision. Having special
connections with your teachers makes the learning experience more enjoyable, for they help you to recognize
the hidden talent in you. When | was admitted to M.Com, | was introduced to an array of sub-areas of

commerce and management. The ambiance and learning experience of the campus moulded my life and
= thought process. During my student life, | used to think
that if destiny will permit, | will surely serve the university
» | and society. It is a great moment for me that with the
blessings of my parents and the Almighty, today | am the
Vice-Chancellor of Himachal Pradesh University, the
campus where | spent my life both as a student and as a
teacher.

As a student, | joined HPU in the year 1982 and since then
my academic journey continues. | completed my M.Com,
M.Phil. and Ph.D. from HPU. During the M.Com, | went
through the entire process of listening to the lectures,
visiting the library, and having a fruitful interactive session
with fellow students and teachers. Along with these
academic activities, in the two years of the M.Com
Programme, two years of M.Phil. and later Ph.D.
programme, | met diverse people, worked with everyone |

Tourlsm Studios (MTA| VS HPU, Shimla '"
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i W came across, and most significantly, | discovered a
different me. Working with student organizations during
campus life taught me many things. After visiting various
tourist sites during my student life, | developed a passion
for tourism as a subject of my interest. Thanks to those
moments, | am happy with the career and the life | have

today. | still remember that when | was finalizing my Ph.D thesis it was severe winter and heavy snowfall in
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Shimla. I used to walk to Tutu for typing the thesis all the way from Sanjauli. Typists were not readily available
and the typing was done using old typing machines. It was a time-consuming task and required precision for
avoiding mistakes.

The time spent during the doctoral work was equally memorable. | completed my doctoral studies under the
supervision of Prof. Kulwant Rana. My Ph.D. topic was on hydroelectric power generation and the required
data was not easily accessible; hence, to gather the information, | had to travel a lot within and outside the
state. | visited Delhi for data collection and interacted with engineers and concerned experts working in the
area of hydropower. Struggling for gathering the Ph.D. data was truly an unforgettable learning experience.
Those years reinforced my conviction that the purpose of research is to search for something which can
contribute to the development of society. It seems that in today’s scenario this purpose is even more pressing
when the information is readily available on the internet and a student has to make fewer efforts for
gathering data. Today’s students are confident about learning on their own. The internet and computers have
helped the students’ access information and work comfortably for their studies. In such a situation, the
students do not value the significance of the research.

It is rightly said that student life is the golden period. Anyone who has been a student knows what academic
life is all about. It is the most memorable time of acquiring knowledge that really shapes the life of an
individual. My student life has been a delightful chapter in my memories because it taught me dedication, hard
work, motivation, and self-actualization. As a student, | learned to cooperate and got inspired by teachers and
friends. | still cherish the blessings | received from my teachers, for these have made me reach the position, |
am holding today and | always thank the Almighty for showering His choicest blessings on me.

The time spent at my alma mater was a period when | started chasing my goals. The campus of yesteryear was
different from the one we have today. | have closely witnessed the strides made by the university over the
years. Earlier, the Masters of Tourism Administration Program was run under the Institute of Management
Studies. In the beginning, there were few students and the resources were limited, both in terms of faculty
members and infrastructure. | remember that some of the departments were lodged in temporary
outbuildings. There were one or two small tea stalls and one book shop on the campus. The bus services to
Summer Hill were limited and people preferred walking to reach the campus.

The university embodies a vital learning experience that instils self-confidence, and motivation, and blesses us
with friends, teachers, and colleagues many of whom remain in our memories throughout life. There are
countless memories as a faculty member. For me, those days are an invaluable treasure. One of my best days
of the university was the day when | joined the Department of Commerce as a teacher. It was a moment of
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great pride for me and my parents. In the year 1999, | joined the Institute of Vocational Studies as Associate
Professor and Chairman. | still recall when Prof. Balram Dogra who was coordinating MTA called me and asked
me to start the Institute of Vocational Studies as a separate entity. Starting with just seventeen students and
meagre funds of only seventeen thousand, the Institute has seen many ups and downs. It was quite
challenging to make ends meet with scarce funds and bring them to the level of the MBA department, which
was at a high position at that time. But somehow, we coped-up with what was available. The Institute of
Vocational Studies was started under the UGC scheme. It was supposed to run a number of Vocational
programs, and we started the MTA course. Our first step was to initiate the placement process for the
seventeen students. We tried to ensure quality placement of students, which fetched a good name to the
institute as well as the course. Later, we created special seats for NRIs and SFS for mobilizing the resources.
Gradually, we kept increasing the number of seats. Later, we applied to UGC for starting integrated programs
in Tourism under UGC's innovative program, which was one of its kinds in the entire country. With the passage
of time, the MTA department was selected under UGC's Special Assistance Programme.

Another interesting thing | would like to mention here is that the Institute of Vocational Studies was known
for celebrating World Tourism Day and Tourism Quiz, which was organized every year on the occasion of
World Tourism Day. Such initiatives not only helped in building the brand image of the department but
provided exposure to the faculty members and students. Later, all the faculty members of the Institute of
Vocational Studies completed their PhDs. | remember, one time we received 1400 application forms for 30
seats in MTA as the students used to show their interest and willingness to join the MTA program instead of
MBA. During the Chairmanship of the Institute of Vocational Studies, | got an opportunity to work in close
contact with the staff members and had hands-on experience with the various facets of organizing and
arranging different events, like World Tourism Day, Indian Tourism Congress, seminars, conferences, and
workshops. It is here that | met my most influential and life-changing role model who not only carved and
shaped my life but continues to inspire me even today. A role model is a person who inspires and boosts us to
strive for enormity, live to our fullest potential, and recognize the best in ourselves. | am privileged to meet
experts, professors, and learned academicians. Each one of them inspired and motivated me. The ability to
interact with people around the world made me realize the importance of communication, an open mind, and
respect. They made me feel self-assured to take on future challenges, open to new experiences and ideas, and
enthused me to become a socially cognizant citizen. Not only this, | tried to learn from my students as well.

| always had the habit of recording my daily experiences not on paper but in a diary that is etched in my mind.
Every day, | recalled, self-introspected, and comprehended. It helped me pacify my pain and contented me
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with self-confidence and courage. Some of my best moments, splendid accomplishments, and chosen
memories are from the Institute of Vocational Studies, including
some unforgettable personalities among my teachers and
colleagues.

N Department oi Tourism Studies MTA,
2 Bopt. of Tourism and Civil Aviatie
Y Mork hop (1

‘Il"_'_’f"“““ Y “i'&ﬁ’,’;.,‘,ﬂ'““ During my academic journey, | received many prestigious awards
',izgl:i:'svn‘:sf:;: and opportunities to visit different countries. Paris visit has been

—— a turning point in my life. After joining the MTA department, |
got an opportunity to visit Paris. | was well-prepared for the
lecture to be delivered to the students in Paris. | delivered the
~ lecture for about twenty minutes followed by an interactive
session during which a number of questions were asked. In
order to satisfy the audience, | had to consult different libraries
including the UNESCO library. Later, there was another
interactive session, where the audiences were satisfied with my
response. This changed my mind-set from blackboard teaching
and rote learning to interactive teaching. We all know that India
has a rich cultural legacy but my foreign visit to more than thirty
countries was an eye-opening experience. | concluded that we
must adopt the best from other cultures as well. After coming
back, | completely changed my way of teaching.

As a Director and Chairman of the Institute of Vocational

Studies, | got the opportunity to initiate many innovative
programs with the government of Himachal Pradesh. With the
help of DGP, Mr. Puri, and Mr. Ashok Thakur, Secretary of
Tourism, Govt. of HP we could introduce the concept of Tourism
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o ok
Civil Aviation, Govt. of HP. ==

Police in the state. When Mrs. Manisha Nanda was Secretary of
Tourism, we jointly launched and promoted the concept of
Home Stay Tourism in the state, which is unique and exceptional
for a state like Himachal Pradesh.

In addition to my regular post as the Director of the Institute of
Vocational Studies in HPU, | was given the additional charge of
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Director, HPTDC, for initiating various capacity-building and training programs for different stakeholders,
hoteliers, income-tax officers, police, dhabhawalas, and taxi drivers. These initiatives helped a lot and | was
invited by other Indian universities to start different academic programmes in Tourism. The small strides taken
at HPU level have gone a long way and even the Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India, recognized these efforts
and | was selected as a member of the Board of Directors of ITTM. Even today, | am the Chairman of the
Tourism and Hospitality Board, AICTE, Govt. of India.

During my tenure as the Director of the Institute of Vocational Studies, | started Indian Tourism Congress in
the year 2002 and remained the Founder Secretary of the same. As a Secretary, of the Indian Tourism
Congress | organized a number of conventions in India and abroad. Presently, | am the President of Indian
Tourism Congress. With the help and support of people, we successfully organized ATLAS, in which 33
countries participated. Indian Tourism Congress has organized conventions in different parts of the world. |
am holding the position of SAARC President, Tourism and Hospitality Educators and Researchers Association
of ASIAN Countries, which is involved in organizing various activities.

These initiatives not only provided me with exposure to new avenues but enriched my experience as a
teacher. When | was nominated to visit Switzerland for a period of one month, | visited different institutions
and realized that we are equally good as other countries but the only thing that lacks is the thinking of
structured, strategic planning and the execution of the same. After these exposure visits to different
countries, | concluded that there is a gap between demand and supply. Before initiating any academic
programs, it is important to assess the market's demand. If the demand is 100, we must fill only 100 seats and
not 200, because this will disrupt the demand-supply chain. Another thing that | observed is that there is a lack
of skilled personnel, especially in the Tourism and Hospitality sector. These suggestions were later proposed
to the Ministry of Tourism for considering the same in the Indian context. | always owe my special gratitude to
HPU for shaping my career goals, enhancing my academic and professional skills, and eventually helping me
reach the highest positions. The opportunities provided by the university to move around the world have
really been very beneficial. | have visited about fifteen topmost universities in the US and | have tried to
implement the best | have acquired from them during the interactive sessions with the topmost academicians
of the world. Holding the position of a Vice-Chancellor not only gives you administrative experience but brings
you closer to the academic world, where you have to make decisions on the execution of rules, regulations,
and policies. | remained as the Founder Vice-Chancellor of Maharaja Agrasen University, Vice-Chancellor, Indira
Gandhi Haryana State University, Meerpur, Rewari, with additional charge of Vice-Chancellor, BPS Mahila
University under Haryana State University, Sonepat, Vice-Chancellor Himachal Pradesh Technical University,
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Hamirpur (HP) and am presently, the Vice-Chancellor of the Central University of Himachal Pradesh. While
initiating new academic programs in different universities, | have followed the guidelines and took necessary
approvals from the concerned government bodies. | tried to give the best in each institution | served, whether
it was regarding the raising of funds or the creation and filling of teaching posts. | introduced the concept of
value education and skill development. As a Vice-Chancellor of Technical University, | tried to reach my
students even during the COVID-19 pandemic through online courses and e-content, which was developed
some time back before the pandemic and this effort was appreciated by the then governor of Himachal
Pradesh, Sh. Bandaru Dattatreya.

As a part of the extension activities, reaching the communities through the village adoption programs was yet
another experience. As a Vice-Chancellor of different universities, | have made administrative reforms and
tried to introduce the concept of e-governance, automation, examination reforms, ERP, and many more. At
Technical University, | had to deal with bureaucracy, which was one of the toughest times | had. There were
confrontations with the bureaucrats but ultimately we managed to do what best we could. My faith in God
and the blessings of my parents and support of my wife and children helped me in coming out of difficult
situations in life. | was involved in the framing of the NEP-2020 and it was a wonderful experience to work with
a team of experts from India and abroad. | am committed to my work and always keep transparency in doing
things. As an academician, my efforts would be to contribute more to society in the future as well.

My experiences at the campus have been unforgettable, yet edifying. It enabled my personal development
and revealed diverse attributes of life. | still yearn for people | learned from, my bygone days, places, and
reminiscences... | can relate to everything | left behind...

Time changes and life goes on without a halt. Some moments are low while some are high, but life keeps
going on for it is beautiful in its own ways and memories are like the dried petals of a rose, which remain
fragrant even after drying... “If there is bliss on earth, it's here, it's here, its here-- in the tranquil vales of
Himachal and | would always aspire that | be here...
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®f dd” VA Sl gediel &R o J41 (ISl 8 §97d1 I8 81 9va: e o THY T I8l BT BRIBIE
RET | AT 3R B, Ml gl & GRIHEl 5 I SUGuld aRI—aRT fFrgad |
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Forty-Four Summer Sojourns at Summerhill: Some Nostalgic Musings

Prof. (Retd.) Department of History, Himachal Pradesh University

It is extremely impossible to summarise the reminiscences of almost forty-four
years spent at Himachal Pradesh University, Summerhill, Shimla in a brief note
of this kind, however, it was proud privilege for me as a witness to the
emergence of a temple of learning at the western end of the Shimla town, first
as a student, and subsequently as a teacher. | joined the Department of
History in 1976 as MA student because | secured highest marks in that subject
at UG level and was lucky to be a student of the Department which was then

-Prof. Laxman S. Thakur

headed by Professor Ravinder Kumar. The other members of the teaching faculty

were globally known for their professional academic contributions in their respective arenas and joined

Himachal Pradesh University coming from
different continents. | passionately remember
the strict class-room time management of Dr.

Eva Mehrotra and the quality and method of '}

teaching of other teachers. Professor Ravinder
Kumar’s lectures were so stimulating that how
he would put off his watch on the table and
inscribing down the topic of the day on the
blackboard with a caption. | emulated that
tenet of the class-teaching for my teaching
profession from him. Whatever little |1 have
learnt about historical research methodology,
the credit goes to Professor S. R. Mehrotra, for
whom even a full stop or comma was an
author’s mistake. My revered teacher
Professor L. P. Panday had never imposed his

Organizers of National Seminar on Guru Gobind Singh and
Himachal in a cheerful mood with the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. S.
K. Gupta. Photo shows from L to R Dr. Lakshman Thakur, Dr.

Chaten Singh, Dr. Abha Malhotra and Prof. M. S. Ahluwali

personal views on his research students and nurtured in me an idea of independent thinking. Professor A. R.
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Khan had always motivated his students to contribute papers and participate in conferences in India and
abroad. On many occasions he had paid annual subscriptions and travel expenses of many research scholars to
enable them to participate in the seminars.

Within limited infrastructure and finances the teachers were intensively involved in research and teaching. An
episode that lingers in my memory time and again and | have narrated it to my students and colleagues, goes
back to the year 1977. While going back to Shimla town on foot through wooded surroundings of Indian
Institute of Advanced Study | met Professor Ravinder Kumar near Square’s Hall while he was returning from
the Institute with a leather bag stretched over his head in one hand and unfolded umbrella in the second
hand. He smiled for a while and quickly realised that he had forgotten to unfold the umbrella. He was totally
engrossed in the thought process. This reminded me of Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar’s inspiring speech at the
first convocation of Himachal Pradesh University on 2 April 1972: ‘Magnificent buildings, campuses and
equipment were no substitute for great teacher’ (The Tribune Archive, Chandigarh). It was indeed a proud
honour to be tutored under the guidance of such stimulating and credulous teachers who joined the
University and made Shimla their home ‘by choice’ as Professor Mehrotra had simply put it.

| had spent very fruitful six years at New Boys
Hostel in room no. 15 from 1979 to 1985. Going
out in the morning hours for study in the thick
forests of deodar, rhododendrons and pines
near Potters’ Hill has special place in my hostel-
life and those wonderful moments vibrate so
often in my mind. | made it a routine to reach
the library at 9 am and usually used to be the
last person to come out. Late Mr. K. K. Talwar
and his gentle wife of Calm Café never treated

me as their customer and sustained my cuisine 4
requirements as their own family member for a Delivering a lecture on Buddhist scriptures at Sichuan
couple of years. My special appreciation goes to University in an International Conference in 2013, Harvard
both of them for serving me family dinners University Professor looks on

during winter months when café used to be closed for two months.

When | joined the department in 1985 as a lecturer there was no separate sitting room for teachers but later
Arts Block Phase | was completed in early 1987 and separate room for each teacher was available. Research
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was a passion and adventure of my entire teaching-career sojourn at Summerhill that culminated with many
fruitful research tours, some of them with my colleagues Dr. Chetan Singh, Dr. R. S. Pirta and Shri V. S. Negi to
the remotest and last villages of Himachal Pradesh, including Chamba, Lahaul-Spiti, Kullu and Kinnaur. We
would frequently exchange our field experiences on Himachal’s history, culture and environment at the dining
table on finishing the day’s journey. Most of these trips were completed on foot. Dr. Dilwar Sharma, who
completed his doctorate degree with me, was surely the finest kalyanamitra accompanying me to Lahaul-Spiti
and Kinnaur on more than dozen times and on foot journey of 84 km from Losar in Spiti to Gramphoo in
Lahaul via Kunzam pass undertaken on 10 July 1994 is worth-mentioning and gives me rays of hope how to
keep moving on in the journey of life.

Two locations in and around Summerhill always attracted my active attention: Amrita Shergil’s cottage near
railway station, and a much-dilapidated house ‘Woodfield’ near Boileauganj where Rabindranath Tagore spent
some time in late 1890s and penned down his poems. | always searched for the ‘creative auras’ around these
two cottages and the search continues even today.

Benevolent students of thirty-five academic sessions have persistently sustained my continued interest in
teaching and research for over more than three decades. | used to sit late in the department and have been
locked up many times in the Arts Block; once | jumped from the windows at the ground floor to come out
when there was no response from university security to unlock me. Professor Jaidev of English department
would sometime drop in my room to invite me for a cup of coffee in his room after 5 pm. | very much liked his
persona and gentle scholarship without exhibiting it.

All these and many more sporadic events are still fresh in my memory and give me emotional stirrings while

pondering over those momentous years spent at Summerhill.
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The Indelible Romance of Summerhill

-Jayanti Dutta
Faculty, Human Resource Development Centre, Panjab University,
Chandigarh

| have met many people who regret studying in small state universities
and lament that being in acclaimed universities in metropolitan cities
would have given them great exposure and opportunities. Compared
to them | have always felt a sense of gratitude for having studied in

Himachal Pradesh University (HPU) and having spent my impressionable

years in the sylvan campus of Summerhill.

The early 90s were to be the last of the years in human history, when students’ were still un-trapped by the
web and were able to retain their naivety, inexperience and innocuousness. Little things could bring joy. Those
were the years | spent in Summerhill, a campus seeped in the regional culture of Himachal, with conspicuous
remnants of the British era and having a fiery students’ politics.

The years were a whirlwind of activities- freshers’ welcome, student elections, excursions, seniors’ farewell-
which gave us hands on training in organisation, event management, and team work. There was a lot of
planning to do, finances to be managed, creative ideas to be thought of, smooth implementation and
wrapping up. It was during these events that we learnt the skills which we used the most in our working
careers. It was here that | made lifelong friends and found great fulfilment in my friendships.

There was romance and mystery all around. Cursive glances, half uttered sentences, a kind deed, an
unexpected smile, a longing look- were enough to send our hearts aflutter. Perhaps it is the same for all young
people, everywhere in the world, but Summerhill gave it a special twist, with the murmur of the ancient
deodars, the scent of resin in the air, the mist and the fog, it was the perfect romantic novel setting. The
indelible experience did make us die-hard romantics and helped us survive with our souls intact as we later
stepped into the dark pessimistic real world.

Most fondly, | remember the walk from Boileauganj to Summerhill and back. The bus ride cost one rupee but
most of the time | would give it a miss. Walking that pathway meandering through the slopes of the hill with
the Viceregal Lodge at the crest- was a kind of meditation. During April and May there were wild flowers on

o




~ 42 ~

the slopes, the Rhododendrons bloomed to create a riot in red, during the rainy seasons mushrooms, fungus
and snapdragon made their presence known and the snowy winters brought the starkness of the landscape.
On that path, as | walked solitarily, | had mulled over myriad philosophical questions, encountered existential
angst, noted down lines of poetry swirling in my head or just marvelled on the beauty of nature which | felt
blessed to behold. On some days friends accompanied me and we discussed all things under the sky from
idealistic dreams to ghost stories of Shimla. Those walks have been the most cherished possession of my
Summerhill days.

The library was another place which sheltered me in its warm embrace of ideas, tales, words and thoughts,
while preparing me intellectually for the challenges | had to face. | would borrow the maximum number of
books which were allowed on my student card and most of the time these were not my subject books. | read
voraciously and was joyous for the vast and varied collection at my disposal. The library staff was always
welcoming and never frowned on my frequent borrowings. By the third year of my studies | discovered
another floor in the library with shelves full of old classics and | felt as if | have chanced upon a treasure trove. |
have never read as many books as | read during my years in Summerhill.

Learning was never a burden whether in the classrooms or in the laboratories. Teachers were thorough,
serious about studies, taught diligently and were quirky and warm. Their impressions still hold true in my heart
and mind. We hardly bothered about the designation of the teachers or their hierarchy but we were very
sensitive to the issue of teachers handling each student equally. Any whiff of favouritism in a teacher was
enough to make him/her fall from their pedestal of respect.

Overall my years in HPU have brought me great joy of learning along with training me in the rigours of
academics, instilling in me a basic honesty in conduct and teaching me the lessons one learns spontaneously
while in consonance with nature. | believe, it was because Summerhill was an island in itself, untouched by the
tentacles of commercial and market forces, faraway from metropolitan noises and in competition with none

other than its own self.
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Those were the Days.......... A Treasure for Ever

Prof. Pankaj K Singh
(Retd.) Professor, Department of English, Himachal Pradesh University,
Shimla

July 1973. Along with a couple of friends, | reached the university campus
at Summerhill at the beginning of the teaching session. A little curious
and excited, beginning a new phase in our academic career, but also a bit
timid and unsure—would there be ragging by the seniors, what would

the faculty be like, what are the expectations from us and so on.

Established in 1970, Himachal Pradesh University was just three years old when | joined M. A. in English at
Summerhill. It was mainly a campus for Arts and Social Sciencesdepartments, while other departments were
housed in various other institutions in the town. Most of the concrete blocks had yet to appear on the site. It
was a small campus nestled in the lap of lush green nature. The classes were held in the improvised shed-like
rooms while the Head of the Department and the rest of the faculty were confined to two small
woodencabins, but whose windows opened on to the panoramic view of green hills in the distance. Not far
from the language Departments the Library was housed in a small double storey building, and Santoshji’s
smiling presence at the circulation desk was such an integral part of this place exuding warmth. An antique
looking wooden structure on the top of the hill was the Registrar’s office (where now stands the imposing
structure of University Library), and the road winding up from the Departments to the Registrar’s office was
dotted on the hillside on the left with wild dahlias, cosmos and other wild flowers. A perfect environment for
learning, for intellectual growth—a veritable Santiniketan in the quiet of the hills!

A few days in the Department and we felt so happy and relaxed (though a bit daunted to see the bulk of the
curriculum). Our seniors were very friendly and encouraging. No ragging or rudeness at all. We just had an
Introduction session with them where we were asked about our earlier places of education and about our
hobbies, etc. and if some of us were willing only they were asked to sing or perform something.

And so were our teachers, very accessible and encouraging. The Head of the English Department was Dr.
Kalyan K. Chatterjee, who had a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin and had spent seven years in USA
before he joined Himachal University in 1971. Professor R. K. Singh, the first Vice Chancellor of HPU, had
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invited eminent scholars (many of them with international experience) to head various departments of the
university to lay its solid academic foundation and to make merit central to its evolution. They also brought a
broad world view to academics and to life due to their first-hand experience of international academic
institutions and societies.

What a delight it was to attend Dr. Chatterjee’s classes, with a right mix of knowledge, insights and humour.
He would assimilate vast information and then simplify it for his students. He would offer rare insights into
the subject under discussion. A genius he was and wonderful as a human being, a large hearted soul, ever
encouraging and helpful.

Not only our faculty members were kind and encouraging, even our esteemed Vice Chancellor, Professor R.K.
Singh, was quite unassuming and accessible. He would just take astroll around the campus and if he found
any students sitting idle during classes’ time, he would check with them why their class was not being held.
We used to invite him to our Department’s Welcome and Farewell parties which were usually held in the
town at Grand Hotel near Kali Bari temple, and he always joined as he said he enjoyed the get-togethers of
English Department. When we were in third semester he got long delayed for the Welcome party due to
some urgent meeting. After waiting for a while we started with our events as planned. Late in the evening
after around two hours we suddenly noticed the Vice Chancellor reclining against the door and smilingly
watching our activities. The photographer had left by then and we were nearly coming close to our revelry
but he stayed with us till the end.

It was a world marked by dedication, commitment and simplicity. The elections to SCA (Students’ Central
Association) were not held under the banner of political parties. The elections were peaceful, marked by
healthy competition with the contestants distributing merely small printed slips for canvassing.

If I continued my studies at the University after M.A. and had a fulfilling span of 39 years of teaching and
research guidance at the campus (1976-2015) the credit goes to my parents who didn’t push me into
matrimony despite frequent proposals, and to Dr. Chatterjee. After completing M.A., | was feeling a little
fatigued due to the excessive hard work | had put in for two years and | had decided not to join M. Phil,, a
course introduced in the University only a year ago in 1974. My elder brother Vinay Kumar Khanna (who too
became a Professor of English in the University and retired in 2012 as Principal, Centre for Evening Studies,
and who also contributed immensely all through to my intellectual growth), toldDr. Chatterjee, who was

his Ph.D. Supervisor, that | was not seeking admission in M. Phil.




~ 45 ~

My revered teacher got alarmed. He vaguely knew where we lived but he located our housein Marina
Annexe and spoke to me and my father, Dr. Ved Paul Khanna, that | should not think of getting married yet (a
friend of mine had got engaged recently) but pursue my studiesfurther as students like me, he again insisted,
should run the Department. My father of course said it was all up to me to decide and he would be happy if |
studied further. He of course didn’t need any convincing. He himself was pursuing Ph.D. from Punjab
University at the time of Partition in 1947. Many of his resources were left behind in Lahore which he
procured by post once things settled down, which delayed the submission of his thesis. His was the first
study of evolution of Hindi drama from 1880 to 1940s and he was awarded Ph.D. in 1951. (Interestingly, even
a Ph.D. in Hindi those days had to be written in English and the thesis used to be sent to England for
evaluation. Later he himself translated it into Hindi and published as Hindi Natak ka Alochnatmak Adhyayan in
1956). How fortunate | was to be born to parents who valued education!

A few days later | was at the campus again seeking admission to M.Phil. and my emotional bonding with
serene Summerhill resumed. It was virtually free from air or noise pollution, except for the occasional hooter
of the train below at the railway station. Apart from the two university buses hardly 4-5 buses came to
Summerhill. Most of the students commuted by train between Shimla and Summerhill, whenever the train
coming from Kalka was late, the Summerhill station became a great rendezvous site, with friends giggling
and joking while strolling on the platform. Walking back to Shimla had a pleasure of its own, particularly in
the months of March and April when the jungle between [IAS and Summerhill seemed aflame with the
crimson bounty of Rhododendron flowers.

Mercifully it was an era free from mobile phones and online communication and the Summerhill campus was
a perfect place for human bonding: with seniors, juniors and classmates and even with teachers. With some
of my esteemed teachers and their families I built lifelong family bonding; with Dr. Chatterjee, with Dr. B.S.
Pathania and even with Dr. Bachchan Singh, Dean of Studies and Professor and Head of Hindi Department.
An eminent critic of Hindi literature, he was widely read in other literatures too. The names of Derrida and
Foucault, the renowned French philosophers and literary critics, | had first heard from him. He too was always
very encouraging and inspiring.

The Supreme Consciousness probably saw how much peace and joy | felt being there that it made sure that |
never leave the campus. Last week of August 1976, the Head of the Department, Dr. B.K. Tripathy, called me
to his office and told me that since | was getting JRF | was supposed to teach some classes. | had yet to
submit my M.Phil. Dissertation so | wanted a little time, but since Dr. Chatterjee had left to join as Professor

at Visva Bharati, Santiniketan, | was asked to teach linguistics and some other texts that he used to teach and
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was asked to start teaching from the Thursday of that week. Well, that being an auspicious day, my birthday,
when | completed 22 years, | readily agreed. And lo, there began another phase of life long family bonding,
now with my students, many of whom excelled in the University itself—Dr. Girija Sharma, the first woman
academic to have the distinction of becoming Dean of Studies, Dr. Meenakshi F. Paul, Principal of Centre for
Evening Studies, Dr. Rekha Sharma, Dean Faculty of Languages and Dr. Neelima Kanwar of ICDEOL who took
over as Director of Australian & New Zealand Studies after my retirement.

All my prayers for a glorious future for the University which blessed me with infinite joy, peace and fulfilment
all my life!

Seated on chairs: in the centre Vice Chancellor Professor R.K.Singh, on his right Dr. Kalyan K. Chatterjee, onhis left Dr.
B.S. Pathania

Farewell to our seniors, May 1974
Seated on chairs: in the centre Vice Chancellor Professor R.K. Singh, on
his right Dr. G.R. Sud, Dr B.S. Pathania, on his left Dr R.K. Seth and his
wife. The Chairman Dr. B.K. Tripathy can be seen at the top standing
behind the last row of boys
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Unparalleled Teaching Learning Process: My Teachers Went Beyond
Teaching

-Kiran Devendra

Former Prof & HoD, Department of Elementary Education,

National Council of Education Research & Training, New Delhi

&

Former Prof. & HoD, Department of History, Amity School of Liberal Arts
Amity University Haryana, Gurgaon

| have always felt proud of my Alma Mater, Himachal Pradesh University
(HPU). The vision of its founder Vice Chancellor Prof RK Singh to invite the
teachers who were the best in their subjects made us confident to accept
challenges, academic and intellectual. | was a student of History (I continue
to be one today). | wish to acknowledge with gratitude that it makes me feel
proud that | was an ordinary student of Prof SR Mehrotra, his wife Dr Eva
Mehrotra and Prof. Ravinder Kumar. Many of us might have forgotten that Dr Eva Mehrotra taught with
! dedication accepting an honorarium of rupee one till her retirement. The
department owes so much to both of them. Prof Mehrotra used to carry a
number of books for us from the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies to ensure

that we prepared for the exams from standard books. HPU was the first
university to introduce semester system. Prof Mehrotra and Ma'am helped us to
accept it mentally and prepare well.

It was Prof Mehrotra who brought Prof Ravinder Kumar to head the
Department of History. Both Prof Mehrotra and Ma'am dedicated themselves to
teaching and research. Prof Ravinder Kumar was able to provide academic
leadership to the department with dedication. | learnt from my teachers to work hard with commitment, the
value of participatory teaching and always striving to learn more. They never bragged about their knowledge

and achievements.

| tried to be like my teachers in my different assignments in Punjabi University, Patiala where Prof Amrik Singh
and experts selected me as Assistant Professor for the Department of History, not because | was brilliant but
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because | was a student of Prof Mehrotra and Prof Ravinder Kumar, in Teen Murti Library where | worked with
Madam Aruna Asaf Ali, in MHRD when | worked for the National Perspective Plan for Women and later for 23
years in NCERT. | was taken seriously because of my teachers, and my training under them. This was true for
National University of Educational Planning and Administration and Amity University Haryana where | worked
after my superannuation!

My national and international exposure made me realise how great my teachers were and that | would never
be able to rise to the level of my teachers in terms of their exceptional contribution to enrich the academic
world. | feel proud that I am a student of my teachers. | owe a lot to HPU which got the best of teachers for its
students and provided a well-stocked Library within a year of its inception with an introduction of an Inter
Library Loan facility and purchase of the best standard books, journals, magazines and newspapers within the
shortest time period.

The students, faculty and staff were picked up from different points in Shimla from the first day of the
academic session and dropped back as well.

Prof SR Mehrotra

| became his student in 1974 to do Masters in the Department of History. He had returned from the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), London University. | was totally unaware as how well accomplished a
historian he was. | learnt from him gradually the best of academic traditions and knew that it would always be
a matter of pride and satisfaction for me to have been his student.

Teaching was his passion, being well organised was his habit. He encouraged each one of us to do well
academically. He never looked tired, had a typically British Professor's style of delivering lectures with research
cards. He never forgot to smile. Each one of us was trying to focus, many a times without blinking our eyes! He
never gave notes. We learnt to make our own. | learnt from him to encourage my students to make their own.

When | joined Punjabi University, Patiala as its faculty, | wanted to be like Prof. Mehrotra, never going to a
class without preparing, engaging the students, trying to understand them by maintaining a regular eye
contact. | also learnt that as a teacher one needed to have patience with questions from students, even if,
they were irrelevant or untimely or because ‘as a teacher | had just started building up a convincing argument!’
This helped me at a young age to understand and get comfortable with participatory teaching, realising that
students can contribute to meaningful classroom interactions and, build a healthy rapport, essential part for
teaching learning process and pedagogy.
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| remember his concern for my health. Prof. Mehrotra was upset that | had missed my classes for a week. He
said to me with a smile, ‘Kiran, you need to be regular, this is a semester system!” When | informed him that |
had very high fever and the university bus had stopped coming to pick up students from Auckland House bus
stop. He literally ran to the Vice Chancellor's office, to question, ‘1 want to know whether the university buses
are plying for our students? Your answer should be yes. Please instruct your administration that no student
should be deprived of his/her right to avail the University transport facility, with an instruction that my student
Kiran Sharma should be allowed to travel from today itself. The bus should pick her up from and drop her back
at Auckland House stop only!’ It is so fresh in my mind.

| learnt that one needs to take a stand and be firm about it. | tried doing it for my students in Punjabi
University, Patiala and at Amity University. When | was in NCERT, | never forgot to support my younger faculty
and staff.

The difficulty, with which Prof. Mehrotra wrote his research-based books, considering his recurrent surgeries
for Retinal detachment and his breathing issues, gave me hope that | too can keep making an effort. He gave
me strength whenever | felt disheartened. | learnt to publish for intellectual satisfaction, not to increase the
number of papers or books, but was concerned with the quality of whatever | did.

Prof. Mehrotra always took pride in telling university people, judges, and senior administrators that ‘Anand
has made Himachal known to the world. He is not an upstart but has been in politics as a student leader who
communicates so well because he is well read’. He used to get emotional narrating his visit to Anand’s office
when he was Commerce & Industry Minister. He used to remember fondly, ‘Anand interacted with me in his
office for more than an hour, noticed my nearly torn plastic bag, quietly took it to keep it on the table, put all
my papers and books in a new leather conference bag. He folded my plastic bag to keep it in the new bag. |
felt so proud and was overwhelmed as he saw me off’.

Every year when | came to see Prof. Mehrotra, he never let me go without a warm hug, cups of black tea with
orange and honey to take care of my fatigue. | was not able to visit him in the summer of 2017. | prepared
myself mentally by thinking that even at the age of 88, Prof. Mehrotra could travel to interview people, for
getting documents and information and consult libraries in Delhi, Mumbai and Calcutta! He also used to type
books Chapters, Research Articles and Books himself with an unlimited number of Retina surgeries. | did meet
him in September 2017. Thank you, Prof. Mehrotra, for being my loving, inspiring and a learned teacher! | will

always miss your presence.




Prof Ravinder Kumar

Prof. Kumar took over from Prof Mehrotra as Head of History Department. | was initially registered for PhD
with Prof Mehrotra. | became Prof. Kumar’s Ph.D Scholar. | had known Prof Mehrotra for three-four years. |
went to Prof. Kumar’s office to know the reason for the change of my supervisor. Prof Mehrotra was sitting
with him in his office. He said 'Prof Kumar will be the best person to guide. He is an internationally renowned
historian. He has come from the Australian National University after teaching there for years. He will be good
and caring’.

Within a month, | was comfortable with Prof. Kumar. Prof Mehrotra gradually withdrew from History
Department. He began to focus on his books, lectures and talks in the Indian Institute of Advanced Study (the
old Rashtrapati Niwas). | was getting a University Research Fellowship to do my PhD). My presence in Shimla
was mandatory. Prof. Kumar realised that after my marriage it was important for me to be with my husband
and his family in Amritsar. He found a beautiful way to address the academic issue, suggesting that | could
work in a library in Amritsar and visit Teen Murti Library in Delhi once in six or seven weeks for two-three days.

| came back to the University after six months. He signed my Fellowship bills and ensured that | got a cheque
before leaving for Amritsar. Meanwhile, he realised that | was expecting a baby he was worried about my
travel. He said, 'don't travel, no need to go to Delhi or come to Shimla, just be in Amritsar and decide for
yourself how to keep working on your thesis. There is nothing to feel guilty about. | will find a way'. What a
relief and blessing it was! Without Prof. Kumar’s support, | could have never finished my PhD, stayed in
Amritsar with Devendra's family for so long and had a safe delivery. When Prof Kumar became the Director of
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, Delhi, he called me to visit the Library. | felt very nice. | have been proud
of Prof. Kumar and continue to be.

Whenever | went to consult Teen Murti Library, he always took care of me, my food, my problems, never
forgetting to tell me that he will always be there for my husband, Devendra and me. There were days and days
when | would find nothing related to my thesis in the Library. He never asked me to look for any particular
book, journal, manuscript etc. However, when he found that sometimes | was taking too much time, Prof.
Kumar would say, ‘the reading that you do, even if it is not related to your work will help’. He never showed
any urgency, he wanted me to discover myself and learn to manage. When | did, he appreciated. He was
against those supervisors who spoon-fed their scholars. He believed that by doing so, they were limiting a
student’s or a scholar’s ability to explore and learn, and, that their students and scholars will remain
dependent for everything on their supervisors and teachers. | learnt from him as well that giving notes to
students should be avoided. Encouraging them, motivating them, addressing their issues, letting them ask




~51~

questions, following participatory teaching-learning approach actually help students. | also encourage all the
students to explore, to become confident and be each other's strength.

My years of long interactions with Prof. Ravinder Kumar and Prof. Mehrotra made me grow as a teacher with a
passion for teaching and concern for my students. | encourage students and believe in participatory learning,
giving time to every student who needs it while keeping the others engaged to encourage peer learning. |
never give notes to my students, gradually they come to terms and share how they prepared on their own,
reading books and noting down my discussions for concept clarity and arguments to support different
viewpoints. They tell me that they enjoy their freedom and the fact that | never impose. | never forget how
Prof. Kumar used to allow Devendra and me to borrow his books. | tell my students to pick up books from my
room, share them, use them and then keep them back. | am happy that a lot of students from other
departments also come to share with me what is bothering them. | feel good as they unload their worries
without any inhibition and walkout with the belief that | would be there for each one of them.

Prof Kumar took pride in introducing me to everyone as his first Indian PhD scholar. He was also Devendra's
PhD supervisor. However, when both Devendra and | shared our professional anxieties, he would patiently
listen, a message he eternally gave to us was that, if need be, he would support us!

He came to deliver the Keynote Address for the Punjab History Conference 1981. It was annually hosted by
History Department of Punjabi University, Patiala. A senior colleague had gone to receive Prof. Kumar at
Chandigarh Airport. | was waiting outside the University Guest House with Manu, who was four years old then.
The moment Prof. Kumar spotted us, he got the car stopped, got down and hugged both of us. My senior
colleagues did not, till then, know how much of affection he had for Devendra, Manu and me. Devendra was
undergoing surgeries at AIIMS and | used to be travelling in buses almost every alternate day from Delhi-
Patiala and Patiala-Delhi, coming to finish my courses for MA students, | could not present a paper for the
Conference. During lunch, Prof. Kumar was surrounded by so many. He sat down with his plate and made
Manu sit next to him and helped him to eat. My Head of the Department came to Prof. Kumar to complain

‘Kiran Devendra takes lot of leave, teaching suffers’. He was upset. He told him ‘Professor | expect you to see
Kiran's strengths, how effective she is as a teacher. She was taking HPU’s MA History classes as a PhD scholar.
Please don't bring her into the fold of rigid rules to overlook the fact that her husband is having surgeries at
AlIMS’! When a senior colleague got into the car which was to take Prof. Kumar to Chandigarh Airport, he
politely told him that he wished Manu and me to travel with him, we did.
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He suggested my name to Madam Aruna Asaf Ali, for her nationally important project, by telling her, ‘she is
responsible, committed and academically sound, | can vouch for her’. It was because of Prof. Ravinder Kumar
that my dream to get a glimpse of her was realised.

| was discussing with Prof. Kumar some academic issue when his staff came to inform that my seven-year-old
son Divyamanu got stuck in the lift. He rushed with me, instructing his staff to send for an engineer from
Connaught Place. It was 10.30 am. He stood with me for an hour and a half till the lift was opened. He told me
later that you were relieved that | did not break down or panicked but kept on talking to my son, | wonder
whether a Director would now find so much of time, cancelling an important meeting to ensure that | was not
alone. Devendra had this kind of sensitivity! Anand would also have surely left his meeting to rescue his
colleague!

Prof. Kumar was so proud of Anand's intellect and academic orientation. After listening to his lecture on South
Africa at the India International Centre he said, 'he speaks better than a university professor. He will contribute
significantly.

Prof. Kumar came to NCERT twice to deliver lectures. On both the occasions, he picked me up from my
residence in his staff car. He introduced me proudly to everyone present there as 'my student'. He was proud
of Divyamanu when he began to visit him in Teen Murti Library as a student of History at St. Stephen's College.

‘Il am eternally grateful to you Prof. Kumar for your affection and concern for me and my family and for
treating me as your third daughter’!

| was fortunate to have many other teachers of other departments of the university, who were good to me,
especially, Prof. V.K. Mehta, Prof. Kushwaha, Prof. Ramesh Kumar always enquired about my wellbeing as they
responded to my greetings! | felt so nice to meet Prof. V.K. Mehta and his wife at a Mother Dairy outlet in
Delhi. Both of them were warm as they recognised me and Devendra.

| wish to pass on a message that teachers need to be much more than teachers in the classrooms.
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Reminiscing to Archive: HPU - A Flashback

Dr. Charu Sharma
Department of English, Govt. Degree College, Shahpur, H.P.

July 1986 - the year | walked the paths of HP University Shimla, after
graduating from a college at Chandigarh. My association with the university
was much before the above said date, for two reasons: one, my sister was
doing her Ph.D in Chemistry, and two- | was an ardent fan and regular reader

of Dr. Jaidev’s short stories which were published in Sunday Tribune. It was Dr.
Jaidev’s name and my love for literature that pulled me to the Department of
English from where | did my Doctorate later on in 1995. The first day when |
went to the University for my counselling for PG, my sister said: “Come, let’s go to

the department to meet Dr. Jaidev.” Ah! There he was - a lean, smiling, soft-spoken, not so tall a man with
moustaches, wearing a grey sweater, steel grey trousers and black shoes, so different from and opposite of
what | had imagined him to be. But his persona intimidated me and an inner voice told me that | belong to this
department, this subject and this is the first step of my next phase of life’s journey. My association with Dr.
Jaidev remained till his death and thereafter with his family. A teacher — a guru - (in true meaning), whose feet
| always touched. His blessings were precious. What he taught at PG or M.Phil level has remained the base for
all my research till today. Whatever little knowledge of literature | have, | owe it to him. So dedicated, so
committed, never abused or scolded anyone but definitely showed his displeasure, if the work was not done.
He would prepare his lecture very well, every-day, every-time so that best could be delivered to the students.
The kettle in his room was always boiling and one could enter his room and have a cup of black tea anytime;
discuss ideas about literature; thoughts on latest theories and he was ever ready to read, correct and explain
anything written or read by any student. He wanted to explore and sensitize his students to New Literature,
Contemporary Literature, Translations and the latest concepts and emerging creative ideas and trends.
Reading complex, heavy books was easy with his directions and explanations.

Going back to 1986: the pristine and serene location of the university, the green rhododendron tress; the not
so concrete but wood and tinned roof buildings; the one and only students’ cafe; the tea shops of Shah ji, Vijay
ji and Krishan ji, the congested dhabas for Rajma Chawal and Kadi-Pakora, or barfi and boondi- sevian all added
to the charisma of this hill university. The small market was enough to fulfil all basic needs of students. The
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post office steps and chowk, the winding way to the railway station and beyond that towards Boy’s Hostel and
teacher’s quarters; the road from Summerhill Chowk to Boileauganj, the uphill path to IIAS and another to the
Mall, made a perfect picture of this state University in mid 1980s.

As the classes started and the syllabus rolled on, my horizons broadened, my insight deepened and | kept

getting exposed to a new world of great intellectuals — both within and outside the department. As | tread

down the memory lane, | recall being taught by stalwarts of English Literature:

Prof. Shyam Asnani who would recall not only the article and name of journal in which it was published
but also page number; who knew which book is available where in the library; who introduced us to
drama and poetry in his loud, vibrant voice; whose knowledge was incredible; was very helpful, co-
operative and understanding; always dressed in a coat and tie and busy reading in his cabin.

Prof B. S. Pathania, the head of the department when | joined the university, ensured that whatever he
taught was grasped by the students in the class itself; his repetition of the same content with varied
vocabulary, dictating of notes and asking questions regularly made us students make a graphic picture of
the text in our mind. How can | forget learning simple, pertinent, basic terms of literature like tragedy,
catharsis, hamartia, comedy, etc. from him?

Dr. Anil Wilson’s dominating voice, impeccable dressing sense; his intonation in the verbatim lecture, his
reciting of the text word-to-word amazed us. His lectures were spellbinding and like a wizard he would
cast-a-spell.

Dr. Som P. Ranchan transported us to another world- the world of myths, folklore, and spiritualism. His
accented English with a serious solemn expression mixed with a cheeky laugh; his reciting of shalokas or
mantras; his knowledge about religion was way beyond the realm of our understanding at that time. It
was only at a later stage in life that the realization about what he discussed in class dawned on us.

Prof Pankaj K. Singh has been my supervisor for Ph.D. Her soft lilting voice, her expressive eyes, her
slender physique with long hair, her gestures were admired by one and all; but more than that her
teaching method meant work and business in class.

Prof. Girija was the youngest of all teachers in the department. Petite, soft spoken with a bold
handwriting, well-organised and determined a teacher.
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These were academicians whose class we could never dare to miss, teachers who came to class well prepared
with lecture; teachers who were punctual, committed and dedicated to their profession and above all very fine
human beings.

Interdisciplinary was not the oft quoted word then, yet our studies and learning was multidisciplinary.
Outside the department to list a few unforgettable teachers have been- Prof. Javed Alam from Dept. of
Political Science; Prof Kishwar Shirali and Prof. Sagar Sharma from Psychology; Prof Khan and Prof.
Mehrotra from History and Prof. MK Sharma from department of Commerce and Management. A one-
minute discussion could lead to hours of interaction as they were storehouse of knowledge, information,
concept, ideas and skills.

The university familiarized me to a larger world of political debates and ideologies; introduced me to serious
and meaningful cultural presentations through songs, dances, plays, street-theatre, etc. | got acquainted with
my own state through the University. It was here that | learnt that every word said is embedded with strength,
a vibration and a deeper meaning; and every written word is a document. University days opened new vistas
of practical knowledge and life skills; new readings and academic writings. It’s been a learning experience that
blossomed an awareness process within me. The curtain of oblivion was raised to witness realities of life and
face challenges of world.

It is difficult to encapsulate the memories of hostel, walk to the Mall, interaction with seniors, Fresher’s and
Farewell parties, lifelong friends, family relationships, the good times, and the difficult moments; the run to
the library; the doodh-jalebi combo at Boileauganj; the whistling train, the late-night studying and finally the
final step to move out in a professional world as a teacher.

| teach what | learnt in this dynamic educational institution.
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From Mall Road to Summer Hill- My Recollections

Dr D K Tuli
Former ED 10C (R&D); CEO Indian oil Technologies Ltd and DBT Energy
Bioscience Chair

On the request of the state government, Panjab University, whose
jurisdiction covered HP, started a Regional College for Postgraduate Studies

at Dingle Estate, near Victory Tunnel, in late 1965. The M.Sc. classes in
Physics and Chemistry were added in 1969. Finally, the Himachal University
Act came into force in 1970 and a multi- faculty university was established at
Simla. Dr RK Singh, VC of Agra University, was the first Vice Chancellor who
took over in 1971, a great scholar and perfect gentleman.

Departments of Chemistry and Physics were started in 1969-70 at
Manse Building, a Church that was not in use. The building, which
£ | once housed the St Andrew’s Church, is sandwiched between
General Post Office and the Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) and very close to the Scandal Point and on the way to Kali
Bari temple. A stone engraved plate at the entrance said that The
Viceroy, Lord Harding, laid the foundation stone on 30 August 1914
and building completed in 1915. The main Church building was
allotted to Chemistry Department and the residences of the priest
made bulk of Physics department. The main hall of the Church was
converted to labs by adding eight practical experiment benches,
each accommodating four students. Later, two rear benches were
reserved for PhD scholars. The main dome of the Church had very
narrow wooden stairs going up to three floors. First two floors
had two small rooms which were allotted to three faculty
' members and top floor housed chemical stores. A small additional
temporary room at the entry served as office and HOD room. |
remember in 1972 there was a major fire at GPO, only few meters
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from us. Since we had a chemical store, which had several flammable solvents, there was panic and we all
shifted store which was later relocated to another room in adjoining building.

| joined the second batch (16 boys and 2 girls) of Chemistry Department, HP University in 1971, third if Regional
centre is also accounted. There were only two lecture rooms which were effectively shared with Physics
department. Dr K C Malhotra was heading the department as Reader, a term earlier used for Associate
Professor and there were five other lecturers. Most of the other university departments did not have a full
Professor and that was the case for even other established universities. | was quite surprised on visiting
university later, in 2014, when the number of Professors was more than lecturers in most departments.

We had very pleasant time during our stay at Manse building. Simla (later called Shimla) used to attract several
filming crews, especially during snow and remember vividly when whole class would bunk to watch a
shooting. One of our semester exams was during very heavy snowfall and our teachers were busy arranging
wood fired angethes for our comfort.

First boy’s hostel came up in 1972 at the erstwhile horse stable of Viceroy Lodge, later known as Indian
Institute of Advanced Studies. The hostel named as Himkreet was well designed to the extent possible. We
were still at Manse building and would walk to hostel in evening after our practical classes and would generally
meet arts/ law students walking in opposite direction to Mall road. The main hostel complex at Summer Hill
was under construction and so were other buildings. We were three students, in Aug 1973, who were awarded
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) fellowships for PhD. This fellowship was Rs 300 per month
and soon increased to Rs 400 per month and would last generally for three years. The fellowship money was
transferred by CSIR to university every six months for onward payment to research scholars. University
administration offices were in Summer Hill and manned by several officials who came from HP Govt on
deputation. | remember first time we went to claim our fellowship and showed our award letter to Assistant
Registrar, who gave a cursory look at the amount per month. He was under impression that we are nominated
by central govt to work in university office. A fresh clerk would also be getting similar pay and the registrar
told us to sit outside his office and he will allot us office work later! It was quite an effort to make him
understand and finally got a cheque. Encashing that cheque at a small SBI counter used to be a problem as we
did not have an account and had to bring a surety every time. This ordeal was repeated every three months.

In 1974, university decided to start M.Phil programme, mandatory before registration for PhD and we were
enrolled. However, CSIR informed that our fellowship was for research leading to PhD and we are not allowed
to enrol for any other degree. Dr R K Singh, Vice Chancellor made a personal intervention to convince the
funding agency and our degree was renamed as Pre-PhD. Chemistry department was the first in university to
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produce a PhD and if my memory serves me right Dr Subash Chowdary was the first PhD of H P University and
who later joined as faculty in the department. Having established credentials, several well-known Professors
later joined the university in different departments. Prof A C Jain, a very well recognised chemist joined
Chemistry department and | along with other two batch mates joined him for PhD. Almost all our teachers
were very supportive and encouraged students to excel. Intra departmental faculty rivalries were very much
evident but most students remained unaffected.

By 1975, new building of Chemistry and Physics departments was ready in Summer Hill and we were asked to
shift. | remember all PhD scholars loading our stuff in trucks for shifting from Manse building. The new
building was very well designed with M.Sc. labs and admin office in ground floor and departmental library and
research labs on next two floors. The Chemistry and Physics departments were joined through a corridor on
upper floors. New administration buildings, impressive central Library, several hostels and faculty residential
buildings came up very quickly. However, the eating places were few old shops and university canteen came
up much later. The atmosphere very quickly resembled any other established university. There was very little
traffic except for couple of university vehicles and two university buses. During my later visits in 2014 and 2018,
I was shocked to see much increased traffic and parking of cars all over the campus. Also, | did notice that the
building infrastructure has not been well maintained and was deteriorating fast. A later visit to Manse building,
which now housed Evening College, so much of apathy and bad upkeep of building made me feel extremely
sad. The whole place had been plastered with college election posters and was filthy.

Though new department building gave us enough working bench space, there were hardly any analytical
instruments and spectroscopy facilities in the department. Since we were working in synthetic organic
Chemistry, at each step we required confirmation of our synthesis by analytical techniques. Good working
relationship with Panjab and Guru Nanak Universities could enable us to get the analysis done there on
payment basis and the contingency grants became very handy. While some journals were there in
departmental library, for writing papers and for thesis we had to visit Panjab University or Delhi University
libraries. The thesis typing was another issue as mostly manual typewriters were there and five carbon copies
had to be made. The formulas were hand drawn and then ammonia prints were taken in a shop at lower bazar.
Even with a single typing mistake on a page would mean whole page had to be retyped. We remember with
gratitude services offered by one Mr Sudhir, working in administration, who would type these at his home for
some additional income and bring 10-15 pages every morning. There was no computer or desktop in whole of
university. | along with my three batchmates completed our PhD in 1977 and each one moved ahead in
different professions. We have since been in touch and all have done reasonably well in their chosen areas.
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With the initiative of some past students, notably Dr R G Sud, an alumni association of Chemistry Department
was activated and we had first meet in Chandigarh five years ago followed by celebration of 50 years of
department in 2020 at Shimla. These very well attended meetings were very enjoyable and we were happy to
see each other gracefully embracing old age. Next meet planned in Chandigarh had to be postponed because
of pandemic and instead we arranged an interesting video meeting. The present endeavour, ably led by Prof
Pradeep Kumar Ahluwalia, to establish an alumnus for whole of H P University is a very welcome step. These
meetings lead to renewal of comradeship and can provide a forum to form new friendships and relationships
with people of similar background. This network of former students can help to raise the profile of the
university and to promote a sustained sense of belonging to the Alma Mater and promote its reputation.

Looking back, | do feel the period of 1971 to 1977 spent in the university was exciting with lot of struggles
thrown in. University did prepare us for facing the future with confidence and most of my batch mates
excelled in industry, academics and research.

THE END-PRODUCT
OF EDUCATION SHOULD
BE A FREE CREATIVE
MAN, WHO CAN

BATTLE AGAINST
HISTORICAL
CIRCUMSTANCES
AND ADVERSITIES
OF NATURE.
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W@ 3 TN 38k 9%, T8 38, = e, aguia v &1 yfafafy <t sperafa qeika @ e, Sugpaafed a@
& SfushEl & o HeeR W, § 9gd yefad geml sdl, § 9@ W@ o, 9%l o favafawrerdt an &, fad
3fifed =afad & @Y, Yool 9R, THT STCHIAdT o WY, SIa8R hid w4l T8l 3@ ol

& qh, IREAR Mt o wE § o Frga T e, 90 favafaae, o uen 999 T on 39 %Ron, # porfa Heikd
¥ AR W & AR €, FEUR TRV A &1 TAfd A 9, Fed iR #d g, S hel, ‘' sTeme
farvafaamera o foq st =t @1 ], SEfery, Teell Soid e qgd Sd1" Frfe o Wy, oqd foh=iR S, TR 9,
Y tfuepTial o STt =Faer 1 AYT IRl B gad-Saud 741 3R qREerg st w1 i f9eey, 4 e, 1987
a1, fovafaerea west, 49 g1 FEuR Teur fean w0 fEfe o @ @) favm geifaa @ oen, gEfa,
favafaemaa o, @, Foeh, TUE % w1 HIE I gawen af of T fF §, @Y S, i W 93 I, 39 SRR,
LT BId b, {31 ekl TSIl sTeaa Wl BRaT STamal (1986-1988)h e |, 3T9+T Iufkerfd I it
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STl 1987 | fovafaenmea™ st Tenfad gg, 17 99 & (22-7-1970) U 9, 39 &R0, 3 A1 fovafaanes o 99, sieehd
FI WE, Ta Al vo ot 78T o, 39 Jod, T A i § 3 2 WM dH-9R T 9, stiee WSt 9=k ),
S Y T B 91 wet o T iR Wy g aoteh iR SR ot 99, SH et @ faum o6 Herer IE gl

favrmeaer

o o faurmeas, fe=<t faum o 0. ToRa fdg o, 9 fet qen faceh amn faumn & &t faurmeas o) 5o 9., 5«
as o faummeer 7€ o, fe= fawm &t W, vew Yon, Sihd faum & 9. e gee g enfg @ o @1 | @
IER qe faania wEl § gean gedd @il T &g o, § ger faurmee €, wewr, faam | oo =@ e 9
HeAF GUfq &1 Sow §, & ot Gt W fog, S a9, Afha e 9 dig e, S v e e o s,
qftfd o TS F1 @R $oh, I 9 1 fq9riE o T &eR 3 o folt, BEd o, STeh s &l § S
BT A1l WR AW, 399 LI, LA qe Y wEl |, a1 AU 9% ®d o R, I9eh U@ =49 § €3+ oh ferg,
g € T&T =i el

. TerRd e, I @9 o 3 GEH Al 9, Sk 98l W Hed qEehH foedl @t offl 38 SR, Sk Rl
ST A off, g W TE BT off, HiE A HH g 1, TH Sk A W AT, TEF 9 o 399 gy, faunia s
1 F9eM &1 dR-adiet Srem 1 ST el 3 3179 Wided, M & o 9t 6, 9gd @R ¥, 8 %W faen 9|

ST

AR W, T el 9 e Ty, § 94 &7 o, e GHISTR-Higpias w9 1 war o1l 39 A °,
foamardt’ T @ T e vy 9iaehT 1, ARt § Yo ot ®ar onl Mgfe & 9 o, a8 g gt e,
ey, favafaeme o vidshieli STasher e eid &), e S <A1 eidr o 3K 28 ®ead &t €, # fmen offedr
ol fferd o 9, i #, TBell R, BT YR H1 T GHG ik, 999 favafaaed e a1, 39 gnd, fmer §
I R w1 oft, g aifed 89 & &R0, IfEd & fau, 56 =a T ®@0 off, o g8, aeps fem 9feR ° 9% o
Ted-ga, Ueel QIS 7o STy UgEHT UET ol

e Teell R, HY oo favafaene s 7™ & el o s, T 999 @, S W g™ 9, R ag@d hia &
e et fset oei-

HIST 7T 9 31 o 31 Al o 99,
HIST |/ G111

et ot fiar B o et Srieiiae,
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e a2
FAT WIS &1 o &l IS el
FAT AF 31
et ot Al & o & rieiasyt,
Fet S 140
AT
aq gan T T, Fra aeee,
a9d g3t for T
g7 81 TR, o9t R ¥,
T3 B BRI
faa for =1 fodt, 909 & 9,
flaet for =&l faet 1311
flaet 2t =i, stot Ra 9,
flaet 2 =iii4n

G o Fedl HI TGEA ¥ T RiEA FT Ggoh! R, S Tgell 9R, B T 3N A, THT @, 59 G hid &, o
AN o WA § IR AR 81| 59 gAY qen =9 981 WS AFl o AREA W, 396! T8 § G [TeEwT, ITH!
W T, Th W 9 €, Al SH 9 o fae, $1E tE T8 w3l T hfa & 2, s fam fiet dqeme =,
Teloh i GHM A6 Tl q S8R Al 8, 918 T SHhT Hell HY, AN | Sk THH Wz W, 6, e % a9,
el o IR W R, T & T FTeR H 2|

PRZIE]

U ‘ggd gen TR T o R gorre ure W g €, e veke: ofe, (gee g8 i e g8 e €, A 7l ‘aga gan fe T wEren #
2 o IEet (e, A ot J9R) Y arerd SRR w5 wn e sEder (R geedee) @ e TR & 89 9 2
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e & 9=, 8§14 Tea &M, favafaae & = Toed |, 9 9 dig an-<ei 9 greg, e, SfUSh, wed,
NfA-TIhd R awisti o YR qEdoh HEM T fwAl, TEhi of @o §, B0 geEdl & fau, faammeas 9. qeRd
g off o &0 Al A e, IR o fafa= yoRel 9, e a | o e god &1 gwaeh =9 &l 36d
faaniia faanfeRy &1 @ &1, fvafaaem & o= faaiil = &, dgud 1 TeEH, a59AM, SRR o W &
TOEE qT TR WY H HT R e 9= & a6 §, 99 faqwn, et we= o forge gan @, favm # sroet fsf
Th! i agsid SRY, SHE off, fauriia faenfefat & Sied &1 aen S9d yar fman, dife 9iet aon g oH-3eiH &
T, ST U S| fa9NT & U, 3T HIE ®E ot o el T, &k W o AN, Yew dell STeHTEl BRIk S 9k,
T HROT, B W &, &bl 1 &4 ol @t off| W, T FAR, S ARSI 315999 & 98 W 9 o, Teh A, el qaq
H =t @I adenst & e & faafael o, 9 W 999 ST gen, B9 W Al w8 I, 9 Hed o, T
T, fgum ¥, #¢ GO STemfEt USl ¥, ST ¥ o U 31 § SR Sl ol € &, Siew el < stemfar O
a8 g1 31 Jaeh X | e | gfaen et

HTHT <hl HE

SEl deh, WISt A1 oF Hewd @i O §, He™M! siguH-gv, =d, Reu wen 9ul e @ Wl SuiEd qe i
femrerdt dig Gehfa ©d W @ Fened w9 ¥ wHgH o foU, 39 W 1 A e STEvAsh Bl $Ueh fo, 3@ 98q
fenrerd "epfa o fafay uel qen digud &1 FeEFI-aSEE WG HI, T UE G99 T2, iR a8 3@ & @ o
3R Fepfd w1 Farfeswt am g1 G € 2, T sw geq fewed &, ael W) ®), fEE T R w0, w9 o
Sie @ B F6l I, He o Sed @ TR et 9, Swdaa femrera 1 &, an e ], eifuq femera & R, faswa i
ff 21 Sude qeft femrerdta & &, g0 9 1, Wi o AW @ rfafed TE fman S 21 el W, 98 e 91 -
o A ¥ 1, FE W, T§ A, Ay, TR-Th, Srezen g fafa= T @ S Sl @1 9RdE @ @9 o Sid- 9
et AT o StfaRe, 919 9Ra At o=t <, 39 WA st Ao, d S S 39 fased e o A d ST 2

Traelt e § TEeia TS FHR A g Tfd A, Sedt 9et ¥ wierssia R War Yo gR wefud shedt
aeel YAl o Stfeqw ol A1 Al videEl o yEeTdl aui #, gE o9 o T ewurel(783-8208.) R €

3 g dtg HefeRr o, oM faer e ¥ frem, Ao weaeR, At o1l 7%, 98 fuen w1, st dgad-sw, =@, 99, e enfg @
foren & foru, -39 A B I ) T8l G TR I, IEAEE § W, AT Th g9 Ui G <9 e |, e 1w #kd ) 59 Her fen
o I, T 1202 3l H, g afear faersit 3 Sefreh, T2 #1 & o <@, sfiarsd, @, ., sl dig e o (o), faanardt siw-4,
B @R g dg dan g9, dfdm, =R, (9), 5 FawR, 1987, 9. 23-29; 99, SRR, WA 9N &1 g sioem, faer fe<h w=y
STRTEHT, T, 2002, 9. 540-42.
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ferpafyrer enfe, fove foerm wefaer (Rien e, e o o fafa=r 2o o om0 s1egaq w3k, a9
TRf=d T8gd *d o, 9 3, AR 9MH Teek ¥ desid gC 0 €, ST9 S I, 39 999 1R-Teld wid ¥, 3=
qitepfash fagw o =i, Bl ehmvERIiEl 4, 31 &1 o2 =g §f; wed €, 39 Af o, e o1 s e foee
Teoqerd, fSaeht TRy, ToResieh a9l IEERR 99 § o 6 9el Bidl off, ®: 78H a6 Sadl €1 W@ o1, 399 90 7
Tohal 2 o, SHY fha Taeh W@ 8l 9Ra & fau, 9% we Grg &1 96 € %, el st |, S et (feaa)
NG ST, SEH R a1 o, 98 95d € Fifaet 137 Wifad g2l 36 30 % 4, SWiE "Wedenl § Suaed S5hd
dig YA T, A1 hadd, TG 1A fRAT, Yoq 9Ra ® Weferd, doblele ool qe ada fafd @ enenfa, shesT:
3o (JF-=A-PR L@ arelt) qen U8 (JF-HR=Ru Y@ fagh) 9m 9 3 1 fafiai &1 fmives, 39 Wl &t 9
a1 H S ek, GE U Gafkid e 1 s ol fRanl e Wit Wi & wieEm W, g ol siged-<ei i, S
T 98 i< @ 2, 3H R 98, I WER ¥ A1 1 %e @ 8 o, I8 F9 38, 0 & 314 391 9Rd ¥ 7 fwan 2
F T8, U & o A€ 7 TG w1 o1d 8?7 A feArerd & o feerd MAwey @i digfoRrl qun @t o st
AfHAd Eel (BR-TF) H, FFR (4§ 999 GUE) R TR (gl &1 9RdE =Ml g1 fed =Aaren &9
TIE) o AW U, gX avedl H dfted, g H gEm #, S Wi e Sues €, 9 9@ e d €, e e el
SATHAVERITET 3wl Sell &3 91 9el €, 31 9 T, 31a ot I Heehd § Suersy Tl ¥, foheg otgaR &9 Wit |

Y T STHTR ft kel S B 2 W TEIfeRn, S R T ¥ ferd o ordia ®, 7%, dig fomn & steag-o1ear w6, T hg e
ol 139 TR o R # afeman o O3 e (foq-qems afeanr) & 9ga o, JHad STRHuhE |, 36 7= & fa on <@, ad, =t
TRA, I IRAE Heenta S, famn yerem af<x, 78 oo, 1988, 1. 66.
5 9Rd % Y SO H, Tereeig T aHare (783-8208.) g1 w@iud, faeRatien HefeRR, ordia |, U favafaea dig foan = on 91 1203 €
¥, SferaR faerst 3, 39 dget a9 Sere T W K@ o <@, e, W, gAita un, faskuvien iR fasatien (@), faenard w7, 59
@R e, dig Gar @9, sfe, T, (Bw.), 20 7€, 1989, 9. 6-10; Tast, SEiwY, Wi wra &1 Gmifoe: sfoerd, faer fe<t 71 s, e,
2002,9. 542-43.
® el vt W, fsad & aiEe USl, TH-0-GeEE o [, fe-t-wiesH, S wiesd T (9.649/6505.) % A W WG €, % wel § 9eelt a R,
e faesa 7= o THE U@ Fedwe T, A S=A(SL1738) & wa § off, dgud w1 YER eevd gen o, faeg e e o
FHROT, T8 THA T2 B G ATl Fegd T 9 g fiemd H &g fafy 72 ot wemm w1, fafu qen Wi & " &l wHen ghia 3= e
7= A9t Heie @, Gioe wiieEl o |, fafy qun faen sieed o fay 9 Al s a- g4 €, T U9 Sirerel @fe ©, S
o qRd &1 W T § 99 9=, g o e 90 a1 UM § oft 9w W1 39, 3w wieft, 9Ra ¥ € g & W @ T ¥ oH-H
e 3, w2 o6 qh, AR § @R, ARG TAE o terEs feeEn SRl wed s fafrer (fafs) 9, vrdE amwed $i) ufted Safern fug
T i, ey 3R s S 1 A ol R elied, S/ TS & ARIER, 704 29 o o, dehrel 9 fafuai o aem w,
‘T’ SR CIER A @ < fafwE w i e ofk gu-g- (i), a9 (fATeaR) ok ee 1Al el A TR Y = ) 2,

I, fammanR, federt R d it "weni, fe-Ik & e |, $2 9 faed, i 19, 8 f&eet, 2018, 9., 17-18.
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at €1 Wit 9 w6y, e e fafu o 3 vre, e ®9 ° Syersd ®, SHeh! avidien e SeaRel §iegd, T8l & S
W@ &, I Gt Uresh SHeh STRR-YhR | qRfEd B Hoh-

et @

N || WTH T T

3. 3. W 3
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STHETE™TYH | @TITATW| XTATHTN| 57N |
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FIATAAAILATE FITAAIALAAT
mH*mH*mH*EH*3H*53*RH*SH*gﬂ*QH*HH*RH*QH*QH*NH*gﬁ"
¥91.%591.791,%8, 59,791,559, 99.591.59. {o.ea. v .8 |

e feemeit

T ARt AW 1 fawga a6 fau S, A, o, STTed, WHIe S, hsd S faeud] fITeT WEf, WY, SRvE, 1996.
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ferre fovafaemem o fau, IWgaa «it fafa den did-amn foogpa suffed o, 39 ®RU & 6 I H,
AIIATI-3T£29 o Ufd, B 3ifueh STeRftd 78l gu, oifeh 918 o 961 |, Sa foenfefai 4, g9 w1 &, 3ok oMY o &
¥ TEET o ®Y ANYE 3R G g -3 e fa=iR onfe feumerdt &= 1 Seepfa 9en g9 o TeFee o 9it guih
& w9 H o, favafaaea & fafe= faam o wisme-sEl Ot s @il wirer, quel, faaeyR, S e,
ARIA-Efifd g &= &1 BE-sE, Sa w4 faum & et 99 o, oneg ¥ srol-eroHt siferal o 9 s @ e off
qal, B SRl AR YIS Bl GRS 1 WA HIdl Wl o, S SN =eiehy, =i |l o visal H, fhad @k 3T @
AR fora eranfad € 3R - siferal @ fod 8, 38 qone oW o g oga giaen g2l

G g o faanefl & w9 #, < @rHor fug SRy, e 0] qell, S wivedn deE enfg o e el |ewr & R,
Teel 9R, Y3 f. TER foe fuel qun = = fog o o ST o dieh fgen| < waon, et fenrerh g sfieE
R, ef. fiel, Sg-=9eR (Animal behaviour) e TaERUT W, Safeh . =ad, feAeEl sfide™ | 3Ny &+ 91 2
fagrl & yara & SRy, T8 vy 1 Ken &, o<t ) <. fref S Won @ &, § fR=R o6 93] qretnl &1 qHIS- SRt
Fl T, TF ged WHTE [KE° o T § " g3, Ty o 39 fav § weg vt w5 e 8 @ 8l e
Tem] 1, g faer den wit ar (ufn were)? % ufd, s % we-we, tfaetes 3fe § sern 9 % e
T8 W 1 M WgEl, Sefh L dad 9 §4, die @ diEl welt on W@l difes i i, gt e W,
FE-TEH 1 fafy el aren Ssfier STHR W, Wl o g i TheA i well, §4 <l Hieean deE 9 @ e e
HIYed] dieH, 39 favaformed §, weell seafus €, T, 9id ° fewiim & o a5, o109 fornfefai i sgesi &
&5 o, Y o foru 9 foran S=81 1 a<iord, Seh ok famnell, dig <9 o, vy & 99 o, 9% 8 IR . @90l
fifz 3R 3, W T e F % AR, g fer W, S AT § Svers faf o, ge-aifrat # g %
AT 9 W Sehiia 3fyeral, AfErl qen o= & o Sucsy Ufaerfds el & de, S e weqd e €,
o€ Fifaet dUE 21 Tt TR QaRd o sHa o Fehi¥d, ST dehu 1, fh=ik o 98 & w1 &9 o ST, 91
T ) ST, fovataemer o fore o, TRe 1 o & &, sl & forg off, sa Romes 76 2

SEIOT AT STRTHA

TI® 3@, W, foREnR, afem fene & Rvgs- dgues: fRIR o wRy o, drifSie-Hitniae s1eaed, S sed fasadt fien Heum,
YRATY, aRIOE, 2007,

¢ fFEER, ARa-wiifd, TR g femert e o, enfde vraen @ wenfad w9 arett |t el (afn A<e Trw) o g ¥ fawgd ufiem &
fau <&, =i, fommamR, T feuesh =R’ #1 snenfas am, e 9% fawd, e w9, 72 Kool 2013, .10 &1 FAL 2.

10 Thakur, Laxman, S, A Tibetan Inscription by IHa Bla-ma Ye-shes-od From dKor (sPu) Rediscovered, Journal of the

Royal Asiatic Society, Third. Series, Volume, 4. Part 3, Cambridge University Press, November, 1994, PP.369-375.
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SRl d% ol TER fog fuef o1 91 ?, 9 31 Sg-=7aeR 9 WaieR0 STeAFH o =eid, 2ot onfs fafu=r e o g
ethl @ ff I &, T 9R dl, o et o 3 qYUIerRl o §7, Biee-wel § Rk o fafi= &sf F off & 9 e
A qg ot Tk o TRt o, 91 T % foie, 38 =t qu o Wiy, wfte e w1 SrEer fHen onl 39 @ 3, w6l %
Rl qe IRl oF |, AT Shad U1 fa=R e fhal o, Y T i, STaa g, o a0 o R |,
AT &F o deUleH Hau™ W aARl T difedr off f@mn on saw g F2l, ©f. fiel waere ot de, favafaeaa
ey wd fauewl sEed o ael § oewmvd, wEfaywe ¥ weEtE, St g o ageme St
(9-1-1927-21-5-2021) o WafeRor qen fagen =ie ¥ «ff 2 &1 ST &1 <o, 3% oKX, gAR favafaamcd i,
At =X A FagION S kT AT Gieor qen wiikfkerfaet e (Ecological Balance)® Wew qUl HE¥dhdl W
A G 1 ST U g3 ol Tk IR, 6 371 1996 oF STRA H 3MTHA 3Tl o, 36 99 25 3T i Tl o,
I Heen * YRa-fossa 45 &5, e’ o deeradE |, qersnel | i, T faviy st o, S & fo, 3%
AT T T HATT I g 1| 36 AN wrEdshd o, fsad! 9@ o @l o @ie- @y, 2 A o, e
IO =ehadt, ef. fiyel, et wied wel ot fovafaaem & @rl & @, fwen 9 <l dvfivm ymi, gd afe, feume=a
Fell, HEpid AT STREHT, Fsd Sod fdead! e FEIM, IR, ARt |, S JgH qe -, fmen e fasdt
FHeaT AR, Al SNHEER G4t TS =1, ALt faar o 86 o off wfHfaa gu o

el TR g fiyef, o1 9o fager & sm-smetl & feamelt wREt Swpia den e @i § §-9-8 & o
fere, Ut amnstl qen Qichfas sEhaAl &1 off TS Fad 91 Tk oK df, 3@ a6 §, Sgon st o |fmfad geod
21 | Vit FrEfAl o =oid @, ©f. fuel “Pastoralism and The Tribes man of Mountain, the arung zed sa of
Kanaor” e T~ for@ o & 9 8T 9, S Sl fave W s & fou st Soant 2|

hice-&el

B o gex o SEon S, WHTER <o o St % oft, st ufe i 91 S=iR #, W ueEA S 1, TR e ¥ Ui o "ewd @i, o
Yool o WEAW §, AW AN deh UgaH o fan, FeRa A o w g St A, 39 9 1 ek, 1y Wew & g ) foel, oo e wse o
off femam 2-

“I deeply admired my good friend, the late Shri Sunder Lal Bahuguna, particularly the way he made “ahimsa” the core of his tireless campaign to protect the
environment. Having grown up in the Garwhal, in Uttarakhand State, he was acutely aware of the need to preserve the rivers, forests and hills of the Himalayan region,
and felt it was his mission to draw other people’s attention to it.

Shri Bahuguna, once asked me to spread the word about the importance of planting trees and caring for the environment, especially in places such as Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh. | had happily agreed to repeatedly urge people to care for their environment, as this has ramifications far beyond the regions where

they live.” 3@, UI3%, AY (THEH ), Hehod o fedTerd, = alal agion, fauen sgion wd =X ofd Sgion, Jafero] e & oY HedM,

@A, 2022.

Pirta, Raghubir  Singh, Pastoralism and The Tribesman of Mountain, the arung zed sa of Kanaor, Shipra Publications,
Vikas Marg, Shakarpur, New Dehli, 2009.
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34 feat, QU 57 =, favafaamem o, diwesm wa o, faeiR, ark, i, aegm@ ot g feaea-ae o
Tleg-REl & U, 78 raem, sl & foy, agd Syantt g o, Fife sidemei= staeweT o <RH, 3 &6 o,
Tt T e qe STheRl o wofd, ST O §9d e el ?1 eell S 1 S oeHv, <. fuef ofR #, weft, g
ql, et Tehal-3tohdl, STH €A | Wiees-wEl & fau, fhd W & 3R 30 S H &, 79 @ Sy favafasmea
died 91 99 T o, gn o, favafommed § wat, Blee-wel § Tmd &1 T, IMU-FAl S $emET il 9

Sifegen Taema

fovafaame &1 e g *er S 994, TE faenefl 319 o, FETS] &1, 96 T Ihel ddd 1 S, ST T STETe,
o faeneff o gaftior difger faem o oy, TE® TaE S ¢ SHB! S Bl © o, @l famneff & &9 o
el @I THiY, a 3o ferenefl i, Wk gfte <9 o1 YAW a1 € difeh Suent famnefl, 38 Wy, wH o o vem
@ 9 gohl 39 Gl H, g wd-<ui qen wife o gE= fagH, STOR e WLSRNY STreAE w1 fsh e, et
TIETTeR S| WS SUeAE S i, 3o weft Tt o gia s4ewR, "ee qHed @l ol S o =l g9 @i,
ST, 30 o-foet T o %, ST R off IR 1 99 U |, 79 ANl i, HIE R TR B O T R A, 39,
=it TAS o Jafed Tk SFUROT ¥ g Uk 99 g9 fordn, S SThl, 3% 99 @l gH & o1 #el, 3 | H
%1, B @ dl TE1 A €, 39 W e ST 3 7Sl el $a wed &1, B e, s o, 7% S, s 9 er ') T
TR, S 1 TeArhieT Am@-

T STafires QAT Rrsre, s

-

N

qut S8, oS i kAT T =MfeT, foh=g
T 3R e @ WS 1 stsfen e =fe

v #, frgea g, favafaae™ SH o, die-sig od-<uf T 9 o, el Sife & fagr, W T W 9 S ST,
St W |l g -aith e sl o faen- fdve €, 3w, T g T St s, favafaaed s © @, @
Sl T & R A e famelt e wwe, afew 4 W, qrER fEed ¥ S R pm 9 A T
Y, TR e T ¢, 3Hfery, fomn forel dewma o, Gkl Tag 31 3 ST TSR, S wE h T ] W
2 < TEstl 4 9 W 9 FEl, 3 Tk AN o ST U &1 TEifeT, H e SteArdd el |, oTqd Twet o
SR SURYN i, Yd SRR 34 1 FIE foRa SR et off 2 w1 §
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SHfeh THTERT Teel el S g ¢ o, famne o 9 €, § fafa= amfse- aiwhfas deensti 9 S @1 iR st
I % 98 ff, § 79 Foft faem 7 gem 39 SR, geens gRr erEifa, fafi= aftdarg miteal o, g2 S g
ol 5 off, g1 ufarg Miteal § S o1 raew faerar on, # 3o Y, e 9N, dH-=R fornfdat @i, seva o S e
o WM 9 Ted, § @i @ g favel W, ST o famerd o, SH A o SR Hudt § ol Y| e ® SR
STt g1 SUeefid 9l 1 ST hd 31 €, STk AR H, S YIRIET Sl o, $6eh 918 €1, S% Wtel § o T
HE @ A1l A & TEl, TSl TR WO, SO <@e, 399 HY g9ied hddl o, TSt i hRIET
(Proceedings), @ 2@ &l 39 Weash W3, 90 a€) wE wd ot fm, W famnef & & § W9 1 & &R w=
fovafaae o oot fren o e w¢ @, 5% @ 1 o Bk, a9, fave famem @ TEA o 9] o, 9
Wef-wred S ® 2

PicoCca:RE I

T 1996 H, feaed Wy WER A, T (et fasd) & e, I A9 AR (FAYY) qe 9 Segd 8]
(Sifgs) o Wiedred |, died s So-1 (WeHaRs ©9g, 958-10558.)" o fawn-fdem ), 996 Swet o, wenfird
federd i STl o &9 W, favefoean qel digiaer’” & Hedled-gHReE 1 SEH a1l 36 GRS % SeEe
I T, qhlelq ferr=el U39 o qea=it 3, S« favafammea o ‘digfaan o=’ (Centre For Buddhist Studies) @e
1 soon 1 d1, favafaremea § darfera sie) fasar o am o) gRafdd %, sqe T91 T digfamn s’ e
3R qd Hefera fgadfa 9t fewtimn wewehd & TF W, 391 o 311 favafaemedl § geifed Tesha@r, T auig
JHT (Certificate), T awia fewd™n (Diploma) a1 T& autg SwaaX fewtmn (Advanced Diploma) Weeshd o
®Y ¥, Garferd @ o1 ol o @i &, Sgud-<3 o s1eed ) Herds Wi, g9 uitd, =i enfe ° fewm
i, st sigfaan (Buddhist Studies) & e of o @1, Tk Tieeishd Gelferd i b1 FIoEM fehan |
7 faftm wrewern o, fafv= wfufaal @ wila s @ g9eh s, sigfaen § SR fewdm (PG Diploma
in Buddhist Studies) TTe<IehH, TRHITE Ialls ST ST oh SHR oh gl o, ¥Heen feera weifaened o genfed ‘ Centre
For Ancient Indian Wisdom' 1 ia=ish® qer ‘ feuraelt TeTet A 37589 oheg’ o ' URTE! WIS JHIOT qieeehy’ off
I T SR 3= qeft wfufaal o wiaes favafammem o R (Statute) § o, wifiet 0@ T I=1, 9 ot T
31 3faad g R, steAmuel o U] gfeia @l fhd WM o &RoT, Ancient Indian Wisdom o 9I3eshA &1 SIE®T, I

13

For Rin-chen-bzang-po, see, Tucci, Giuseppe, Indo-Tibetica-11, Aditya Prakashan New Dehli, 1988; ﬁTﬁ, =R, Hel{dlsh IcTHs, (g H‘éohwl), feHr=re
FHeAl, Hepla Ao TRl fomer, 2012.

14 For Tabo Monastery, see, Tucci, Giuseppe, Indo-Tibetica-111.1, Aditya Prakashan New Dehli, 1988, pp.21- 140; Thakur, Laxman S., Buddhism in Western Himalaya :

A Study of Tabo Monastery, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2001; Handa, O.C., Tabo Monastery Buddhism in the Trans Himalaya, Indus Publishing Company,
New Delhi, 1994

AON
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Tefera T fomd < Feh| 3 R € T, fiohe wfawa o, favafaamea, 37 weusal & qqamfas: mew &l & o
TEd gU, SAAHT i R HL @, Uk § Treg g wfeRard g 1 S gl )

YIHATET ohl ATTHA

fovafoemera # ®, gA: |+t Spaafaal A, STO-1-3T9+1 &79ar 9o 99d it 7 o IR, favafaarea o foem &r H,
Y AR TR B WUEL AN, e o = & T8 9, Uk I=AhiE oh o, hid Us ol Wi 9
fovafommerd # perafd (25-5-2011-24-5-2017), 1 318 GHEd &, S=BH Bl 6, W &= T9= By, &
Fad, TR H&hd favafdaeE, anvE, § favafonea &1 Ferfla faeeam &1 fwan 39 % g™ 99
favafaameral o perfid f iR 31 favafaeme™ &1 71 2, 98 §gd Teidl o1l W.aedl &1 aR€ed, 9gd Seee of,
59 =afed |, T 9R, 3 faed o, 31 T a1 ved, 9 & T qed o; favafaeem § *E, to st T8 e,
8 9 9 9 v9a § TR Fd Bl Sl U wntaad, g8 ot off foh, 9 <9 & aeuufaftead fagHl ot favafammes o
M= T, ITHI AN a1, HEM & o, WA &, fafq= o oF wates el & ff = #%, 371 H AT
FEM | favafoame™ & wOa-kad & oW W, &3 R, &3, qafan, fo@, 6 da agyd o st 9
TICTeRUT AR, JI1 i FIEhiaeh-o1iHe fafasar § Tehar &1 €391 34 &1 ot 999 & o) Fead g4 o fag,
favafaamera o fern, ] e @t &l ga@ 91 o SYdaq @nfaad o =i, 3 WA UEd H5gd Solg ol St i
o, fovafaemem & smaf=a 3 9% ® 9; J9 @Y IR W, Gug T2 8 @ af, 9. g $ER IR 9. @ T faw 1,
FAT(d HERd o TU&l, T8 HE T T ot Sig &1 GIE WM T &, IR 918, Fufd-IHKR 9, T ®H 3T T, 56
¥ sperufd weid 9 foen a1, 9 wed o, § WH wed St i, favdafaaed smiea s |, 361 GREd w8 98 o
AR, T aR al H erares-91 @ T R 4 e, em fawa o, § fasadt weme o fwen fre, smiemei 9
Eifereanifcaoii-(

12 S, T 2002 i, Roe & GSiiel feod, Sie $=1 T SMfee, g faer’ o Y Sesl- S-S0 S
TI-BId BE-h! Faed (F.3-1-1933- H.1-3-2012) St o ERT W, <@ W & Jao1-FEHH o qed, 96 TH
oA S, Fsiiell U8R o 1, 39 999, S (avdfaared H Hf=d i oh WY |, dehleld aien fFEaes, o TR
e 3 off, sAfeTd AR W, g2 @ el o1 R, AfE § wHuen St i, saedn o fou, favatoemed smteh e ues i,
farvafaam, Sash! sHeeel wY Tehdl ¢ S Tg H4 3= e, O o foamm fop, § 3an o2 =, s We-dig s
T e % R B, AAFAhATeR o FEM SR WH S €, i § Stehell fagd $ s’ wifeh 36 SN, sperdfd
1 331 off| FHorafa Hi Tos1 H Tdad 7, R favafawmed &1 =1l H WHwe S H geifid, T 9 d@R fma s
39 iRy, Fomen o fassdt yemafae ifeenrl o diegq @ wieen fd, W 99 S o wEiad 9 9weh fwen i, 98l
T H S A 39 Sae 9, g3 9gd e gal
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et i< R TG, T 96 A ol Sit, St g o oe 9o, favafaemerat den fafq= = 99ee =
STkl §, SAEAH o fau sHf=d Bid €, 9 3194 T8 U9 i qour § feq favafaemem o s o e, 98 9.
el -1 off g0 Tt off| 399 g, favafaae™ o fedt ot gpoufa 3, waaed st &1, favafaarea § smf=a
T hI oo el Sarg offl 7 e, favafomne W@ w1 E, @ S\ W W A WA o Wi Rl WY 59 ey ¥ gpefa
HEIRd &1 giad a3 )

28 Faw, 2013 1 fomen o {9 W, fasaa #1 fHaifad TWaR #1 3IR 9, T Kadia feueras wiead &1 &sH g
o, 3HH, dehlei faeadl gamws (faerite) el dese, 9 7 o, 9arAn ol fassdl Jemes & 3=t of foh, 39 U
T8 91§, Democracy in Exile : the case of Tibet, fawa W, Si. diese. He7d &1 favafaened o, Th M @EdEl
SR difer foeafasnea o, 3o fawa W == 811 39 fawa &1 @, s forden feem, fasadt gemes o gfaffy =, spefa
TeiRa ¥ fagH fwan o, sporafd weica 3, & & | e ot <0 6T *i| e & 9%d 99H o fou, e 9
g w1 A, o et i el fasa ymi, e e w6 el v sie den g2 gt e iR we Heed
&t et e fasa smi &l 3 E| AAR F FAW W, I Y H, Fadid Helkd J THIEH St @l
fovafaemera saf= & H, 37! Te&dl i o fau, el dese, 9e7d ¥ a8 fohdn 3=iH 39 9wy o I 999,
YA I 1 ARAEd A1 TH SR, T dleve. ¥ &I URg §, Fauld Helkd, 19 "M, 2014 I SIS
foeafaenera o efid TARIE |, TH 6 ST &1, T&F iy oF €9 H, STWf=d & 94 § ¥%d gUl

a7l GRS o T W, WH YIeH St oh @I o U, I, SRf= WM &1 21e987d o, e wfafa wfed =1 72, Afea
MeAfensh g T 1 @ i o dR-adieh ¥, STIRMEF & R0, 9. W9 HAR, AU 15999 & ®hed W, T8
%™, g3 dia1 740 B9 39 w1 & AU, S sE-sEet | U 4ok ot iR SuH, Wy ued St @, qefis Gfd
¥ @A H3A 1 Fofg fean iR st o garfaes &7 g+t 7 9o ¥& & < @ ffam, =R, edfemer, e s
Tha el e ¥ e =i, wifaes qen fosadt aRefir wiemeh dare ;e g favafames | &,
AR BHE "7 ¥ Y=Y 8 T @ &, SHen (Oroxylum indicum) ®1 FeMien (F-Hiele) den faensl i
TR =i A (X-H1) IR 1 T, T HE T4, iR, A TR gST o oY, HeRed it i s
(FIBE) K Y HT A q91 G g T d9R RS T 39 YRR, AU Iet i gedd 9, e, ol whfd
den foesdt 9o |, T 9ed St skl W@rd foRan T el 99 W, W ged S den feuree y_en, fovafawners o
gufafted sfaeTeel Td @e Ul TE. AR, Te3 (23 S[E-1931-17 %, 2019) i favafaenea &t 3R §, €l.fae.s!
A 3t (Honorary D, Litt, Degree) & S#AId fohal 411 30 31l W, Uk 6 IR STeA1qeh] i Galfd ohid
B, T U St 3 el g o <9-9Rd, 9% 39 €, e fafu= emt iR geenfaa w6, A1 chadt, T Wi @A ok
fere, e =18t yRo1 1, 31fg, = Yodtfad 3R gftud 8 o fofu, TaM Sty off Sueiey @ 39 391 4 )Y ghEr o

%E

LY
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fere, sweom iR T &1 G3w e 71 3T aRdig 9 a9 iR SHeh dua 1 s W1 g1 WH gEE St 3 T
“8 eyfTeR ARA T A T B @, S A= 39 T dS] W SEera- |1 Wi g @1 81 W gH 39 |, ved, wiea °
I o 37ad el § v, foead oG W A ff, AW I o YHRT G, TRl AR, SAfhd fHA A1l qE 2w AN 6 ©
3R &H THeh 157 B1 319 B w7, SRl o hicd YRS o a1, AU 6iel 9o Ugd I o Uhel gU 1 ST S AN
& S S ® ¥ 39 fAu, oW 3@ 3w &, WA 99 Ay w1, it W 9, 7€ i 9% TEAN @ Aoyl
T, e o 6t 1 9L fae. 1 Suify W, Sierd g, AelifRan oies W, S8l whel, ¢ g @nll i, s afiem
& 9=, I Uty el 7, <ifed ggt famn ofem & &), faer 61 g8 9 Sswfy, yem 3 o fore, # favafaemem
el qe HEMiEH TSAuTel o i, S9N Yehe il gl

TH e STt T Srefid THRE H JUR, SE-2EeT dfed, Sulted favafaeme ufer =i it 3, favafaaea &
e o, T Sifaervia s off, foae g9 ffved 9 9§ doreie Faufd WOELTA ST qe 37! 29 &l Sl
21 39 Ui w2 3, feuraa R favafaeme™ &1, 39 & fia & &1, afrg <91 9 aex, A d% B TR
T H1 R am W, e smi 3 39 s R Jerid GuRE 9 gwg I A &, N9 | ¥ sifEl 3@ g
oA T, g off & ey =& o, et ==, fovafaerem o, ag o faf § off, ag-ha1 2t @

efid THRIE o STTel &7 TR el Edl €, SHeh 31Tel T 2iue g, 3 |t &, S <iefid ThRie 9 g
fafay =@l o 92 ®, & 9fd 319R Afd #4 oF Thag 9, Fould Heikd 4, Th 93 o, fed derid ganie &
TheAdl i AR == 1 TS 3R Gash! oFaTg a1 39 STa@ W, FeAuld Helsd A, S o1 Hel, 98 TR i adeh o
I Hal, ' IS e, R wEw |, A o Serid 99RE, 39 favafaared 9 g, 39 999, I8 IRl o, H3 Haeel
9 gty fafa= &l o fau, fedt & 78 dieq &1 Sed 81 181 9€l, 3 &M Wd: ¥hd @ @1 o, TH 65 35S
TR, 39 Feloh H1 19 2 W BN’ Ferufd Held &i, TH 91 i 3T agd gu, AN faar &1 . dar vean = &g,
‘o g & favafaEmed § SR ¥, 3We JeNicAsd Wifaddl ot I g8 e’ 39 9 H, wag eifavafad e
grgHt =few fr, fom frdt off &= o, ofas ot =R o fohdt oft, o g @ 9t o, o & €, o 39 e
o AFGEH H1 & AR, fug o T (W) #1 oft SR #Rel € IR Sk R0 Ued ¥, 39 & 7 gffy o
arfuftad Bidt 21

SUT T
WL TATSH oF Foraiad |, T e = Th ¥, T T3, 39 909 fiX I ik A o, &1 Seaid il
T STE0 e €, Fifh 98, Th TeAmE hl AR w3 & fow IRa w21 favafaaes & $odfa 3,

5 Sagta o F o W F TEHEEI
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SR I T @ o &, qeft sreaven, ot srufterd feofq &1 Sigax, o7 999 o, o <9 9§ ¥1W U9 o9,
faum 4 € ®©; afay g9 4@t srvH-srd faum o, sifEd w1 9@ ®d 9 Ser Hem feer, faga faum o SRR ¥,
AThT o T GFR SRER, ff g 9< e 9, S @, gIe 39 99 ¥ U8, THRR e wgud o, dAfed o | 99
RY, SUHES & faciell-faet S & ¥E #R 3 91 W fAau, 97 g glauees on om W o, § gew
farelt-faet </ ¢, 999 R favafaera™ w9 I ol T oR, 54 §, 96 g q, faes! 9<% vl ot pdw w
W, A el fF, A g ==, AR & # ged W T SR S s R ufgen HuR ® 9w @, 98 10 59 9
wed, ot &l <t €1 10 oS & 9% oft, 59 9% 6l U, @ 9a1 =el %, 9% 9gd ) ¥ ol § SR WM H % 9H &
HTOT, 3H A 98, GHT W & 9 01 @ 21 el faar s ford AR, 49 ara@ i Sfad 8 wwen o dfean 9
10 & oI5 €, 9§ IR 3R A8 9 S-S 11 o = W@ o, fod s e €, | favafaaed @ ik < gen
qfYehet @, Teoh EIATT ol HIEAT 79 a1 2N o, Tk e 1 &1 &R, T 9 10 iR 991 @ 9 65H W Sl T
T, H STk FoH T AR H o dlieh AN Giaengde Sg WSl A8 F, A Tei o 9o, SHY Tk Al ol
fehctant, Fedl €, 9ed 3 ol @ 2| ST ®ed R, § g0 &R o e 141, 5a iR 3@ af, fw Foufd meikd
43 gC 9, T 3= THEHR fHa1 9 g2 3o e arell e W 9 & AU wed offll Sk et W, H 98 a7,
Afeh 7 ° I o, G @, R § 936, Feadfd Hekd @i, a1 W favafaaed wgen w1 7€) 99 81 Fafd
1 31 el off, wH &l e ®, Wfh 9 Wew w9 A e o, O @, favafaaed e d@ ek 9, e
THRIAS dIq=id €1, i 1"’ S+ foarl &1 He &l o, aeid & &1, g9 Fo Siam of af, 39 79 o
&I 3T 9gd T Fal, 'S ° fo=R 1 81 a1, 8 &M & 1 7 Hifeh foaR, dfas d e+ arefl w21 o fau araero
TR e ®, fomm o fomn fondht oft &l o1, faflg gve =2 R177 39 W, o TR g, e o, ety UEl e ® 21
H o ql, ST 3T R @I o1, wfeh fiox &1 X Sraue |y 9, g1 off S @ o1 i 89 Seh SRl SecisH
foRan ol 3 g2t o FEfed o 9l 96 o T FR 9 SRR hae, S9R J9 WEy, 4 3% TR R iR a=t
q, e faam ogwn, dfea d, it 9 res qegd X @l A1l WA o, eafd 9eikd |, 9ol & g9 A el @ $iX
1 & et g1 1 FRo1 & st @, dfhd wR H, 3T Qi SSR, Tg e o, SR Sidan &1 T, § THa %1 aes e
T U0 9O 9, I8 3! U Sy off R, TR w1 o dien of 7€, i 3 eeR 9, 39 SHh! et &
TeaE ft FU 3N I8 960 T ¢ o STAGI T FGeR A ok fo, TE geT A G e of, S & HesAwi
g1 =1fe, a1 gam 3

S ehritch

fovafoamed o, 59 ®@E WM BH o @1, 9F: 9t 98 fa9rm o, e o W, wifr fajefl v qen 3 faum =i
9gd 915 | fiel, 98 o T qen f. v SRl oF §gad YA H| a9 § Rl @, 37 WA, ©ifhd I9ehl @Y UH @I
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&, T 9 9 ot aifuss ova o, § S8 =7 @ off Faudr @ R T 7, W dehlelF wEiad O & ot onl e
Fofl, 0 e B on df, § o7qe Tt fermef b1 S[eteRY, SHE waTar on A8 U s g W0 |3, S99 <@ o,
T TS I o G99, fa9m &, oM 3T, e+ offl, 98 g9 X faen ol 8, 5a #9, 39 91 §, s9 9|
AT A0 o9 T TE € Rel dl, SE S, G§ HEX % (e S3RY, Wel -3 i 8 Y& ok, 19 e &
3T, g9t THA el faen f& s9ek 918, J1-19 U, 98 31 ST foemd! Wl aR-a1% ¥ df, @ TR & f9em o
TN H HE HI T B TEdl AR Ik STTAR FHE T 3R HI-1E o &R i o S O, 39 YR, A -
FYX I H@ fa@an 99 wga Academic Staff College § Computer Awareness &1 saehid fRadia Fomd off
MR, AR FHX I & Amet o, Fa Mo, § fam € w1 9 2 d, W 9 91 & e, B ST s
off |

fava foemem o, 9., secEnfaar St &1 TR qg1 den SggE Jfaw T o 9od, § S o9 i §, SR
FHAME o, -1, 9 et off, §F 3= @ on t, 3 wHen TR & REd 9 5@ o € @t qen foerg 9 &
W 9 T, T O, i § R W @, e T @, o W @ 4, e 9w wve o ¥ Ry, 99 @
Ao ®, el Tel o, 3EMe W UHT R e, o I o, § Fal o W §, 99 3 99 RUe el dl, S8 gE
AU A aTelt W W 93 o fou Fel, § GHad-Tan 931 @ S, Afh Gehl=awl, Sk Q1 31, g3 agd
IR o T O, WA ofl, 84 9 99 WS e, H UE TS Fel Bl o, q8 Aead & 6l A AR g e oft
TR € off, SIS 1 dig-uIg diell U TR R W, SH g ¥ &, =i g Y91, # W U v 7, <54 64
T IW A @, T o, T U] fovaforRnerd w1 SR € everd <7

e & T, faam o - I8 R, 9 feda Henet, A1 ohadl, $i4 99N Wi wuery fan, |y & fie gfed
FHR, FL 39, T, FHM Fied Tk G Wt o 3 @ s 3 we Ao W, 89 G, Hehieew S9!
T | S, SH qHA G, 9o &, IR o W@ o, Afeh A9 i, sheurdia o g3l SR qY, S9! el § w3
1 G, I eI g Bial df, fa9nn i gt =i e €, Suers eidl| Seh K3 duei W, daitiegd en deh, |
M HIA @I, H - [aoh 39T W EY g off, SUH oI I Team= B T o TR, wan fgfa , 39 faum &
T A gU, H Sgd g @l S31 o, Sdfeh T UM, ST9 ot duery o favafomne ¥ faad fAf @ @ @ meR
g ¥, Afer oi@ i, Tk 91 8, Tafan faest gy, A il Sa 9 Akl U8 @1 ?1 o |, a1 SR he
=medl g T, foa fovafaarem & way, 37 dien, faen, sas 99, f5a R g9t Tee o o ], S g, W E
g, favaferame o W wehH! il qen W e sE-omet & 9§ S 21 61 g9l 5w 1 %9 wien S 9 @

@
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3, o H WD G <@l § dl, Wohfd o AveR faum o 1, W 3sh Tl (93, 38 3 i Tafast %8 Ioh 2|
g faa 3 a1t 1, doklelA Sadfd T, . . qeem € © IR A1, W yod faurmeas € o & T, W g
g o qon R o, TEEa 39 I F BigH, I T I ! A%, W-WHR B @ Hl, 99 eH F A,
faaer w @l €| ST A °, 9En 95 gN SRRE, 3@ Ed w5t fre ufedl, e o fer i) e fmar S
kel -

sirfa T gerat, s fu gera, anfy o gara,

T gerd, sifdfe war gorat, frafe fauenm gamar,

aftaeg 7 @ufa d U goa-afeg@d UsgueHaa=n gaan|(§d fem) |

Ui~

s ot g €, S ot g €, =ty off 3w @, W o 3w ®, AfE w wam o 3w €, i o o o 3w €,
=31 i W R (Si) &1 =l faa ot 3@ 81 geY o e SueH W € 3 2l

o= aq AS@RT, IWEa i

SufTean fevera, a6 JuaHt gt fal(STas segwhen-gem 9m)

AT

Tl HERR AT €, 3R SR 99 | ¥ 99 T
S Bt 1eg 81 9 €1 3h1 STYEH 81 € 9@ R

(94 H1erm)




OFFICE
CENTRE FOR BUDDHIST STUDEES (8

TR [ ) - — N .
et FeTe e % T e gy e v o ge

1)




m—wﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁ%

WY e wgE S, i




o
2
£
o
-

WWWW&WWWM@WW
TENE ST S



~79 ~ 14
G Y&l &1 A1

Sio Sifd UHIRT
ufa paufa o Uo fayfaenea wmrfea

TR o U Gle ° T Gahdlg i THI07 TEH & T390 §
e T AT A&H 99 THH Hgliaand, gradiiie |
=T & ®Tae il 9eTs I07 < a9 1987 § gH e | Fod o1
e y=or ferata=mea ® o Bamr § ®\asae § Je9T
AT ITEeTeT F AT T8 9T @ § &9 9 T&7dT g 9

ot fas= &1 Bl g % F00 99 § ARr 91 98 99 I8 91

ST AT A o Thell &I | 5T a97% g2 gl S oATHS Tatatedl § S[ETa & ar9-a7e 9ars § o
TSl -Fgd ITATEAT ITH g= oeH v e &7 =90l 92k 9 A= o fAfge aw ==t S.S.
Bhatnagar Awardee # AT § TTU= 1 FET TH@ off| SHsit 9 &l fohehe & & o R gf
ST T 9% 319 TS Foreeh 10T gt Ivaid T& UH Thel # AWee™ fam T &% o g o ™\
TATT & ISl 9 SIE 6d [29 & qrieed § g a0 Faqe qTq ganl Jam=e yeor frataamea
T e 1 it § & 7= UF el &7 Far=or |97 arteed I gan oree § gHem 38 89 |
ST T |

AT gaor feratea=nas fOmeT &1 <0 7/ # o 9gd 927 %07 5 97 g o ST steaare § 7Y
freal 93 SFA1 & 007 & Feea®q U 9 [0 g g2 fAeaer arger it St [t @i
ST 9T % § #%,1996 H faqem«r &4t gw7vm % a9 feaeiy fUEe § gaehr o &
ATHL ITH AT 3T Al AAA H A ST 1 3727 GHA AT| <@ LT g 16 v 742 fo=medt, [,
Tqraeell AT AIT-31T9 0 TATT & T [&&T 6l T Gl 9o o 3¢ &, [S6H dgdNl g &7 T
ATATT I BT 2T 8,939 & [T Agraenadl § 984 & 390d a9 2010 & Ba=a =9
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ferafa=me™ fower & 9@t T geraey ITH g3l | e § AT F1 #7d & Ja6 T 2l 45 & ,
T GIARILTAT FHACT g | 97 feafaemea faq gt ad S S war gal agd
SATAT I U T TGl & Haherd el =il AMa-gei § 939 81 97 o A9 9T, T899 9
Y & HITIT A W@ g0 Hearef 919 § FRd 3@l &f 91 TI19 9% gil, al &
TH G i QU IH FT 0T LHdT T TET AT JIET &

“Education is the
manifestation
of perfection present
already 1n man. Divinity 1s

the manifestation of the
religion already in man.”

Swami1 Vivekananda
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HPU into Fifty Second Year

-Dr Lalit Mohan Sharma
Former Principal, Govt College Dharmshala

From class tenth to second year of my graduation in English Honours, the
final mark sheets bore the stamp and signature of Panjab University. With
establishment of HPU in July 1970, | was one of those of its alumni who
joined it in the very first year. After my Master's in English and MPhil as a
teacher- fellow at PU Chandigarh and a seven- year teaching in Panjab College,
| registered for PhD at HPU in July 1982 after joining HP education service barely
two months back.

At that time, there was a limit on PhD scholars to be attached with any teacher in the department. Having
noticed the friendship- alchemy between me and Prof Kamal N Awasthi, Dr Som Ranchan suggested my
getting registered with Dr Awasthi, who, along Mr Ranjit Sra, was one of early PhD scholars with Ranchan
sahb. Recalling one incident, Dr Awasthi told me how Dr Ranchan, instead of going to his Sanjauli home,
stayed one night with Awasthi at his lower Mall residence. Mid- night, Dr Awasthi saw that Ranchan sat in a
posture of meditation. Well, well, Awasthi thought, morning shall be easier. Then, around four in the morning,
Awasthi heard a call, ' Kamal, Kamal', and he found, it was the Guru only. Let's read that chapter now, Awasthi
heard his Guru telling him. Frenzied, hard-task master! Awasthi wrote his dissertation on ' Five Faces of the
Hero'. Mine, suggested by Dr Ranchan, " Quest for Self in the American Novel: Mark Twain to Bernard
Malamud". Again, a Jungian analysis. Never an easy task; Ranchan
visited Dharmshala a couple of times, to hear and see what we were
| doing. It was simply great: these two years changed me in more ways
than | can tell. Submitted in August 1984, just a month more than two
years that | registered. Sheer madness indeed; but there was always a
method in it. Both Dr Ranchan and Dr Awasthi are no more available

on any mob- contact, just enrich my mind and imagination.

To go on with this, let me share with you a vignette from a UGC
Seminar held on Fiction of 60s. Scholars from all over the country
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joined and at the valedictory, Dr Pandey from. BHU, had a word of special praise for Dr Ranchan, who as
Director of the Seminar, summed up the whole paper in so brief a time and also made very insightful
interventions. Pastiche was a new literary phenomenon then, and Dr Jai Dev had done a paper on it. Not very
convinced, Dr Pandey confessed that he shall have to think more on that subject when he gets back to
Benaras. Such original minds HPU have had. The very ambience of research had been energised in department
of English with a renaissance touch due to Professors like DR Som P Ranchan and Dr Jaidev.

HPU, a 200 acre campus, early on started its reach for Distance Education, ICDEOL, while IGNOU was
established in 1985 only. The HPU as such opened the doors for education, especially post-graduation, fulfilling
as such need for higher education in northern India. Several of my cousins from Panjab, took its advantage
even as they were engaged in jobs. As a lecturer in College, over the years, | watched HPU expand in education
facilities and affiliation to hundreds of colleges. Selection as Prinicpal by HPPSC allowed me a dozen years at
colleges like ones in Dharmshala and Hamirpur. As HPU soldier | could actively play various roles in organising
youth festivals and sports tournaments as hundred of students visit the host college.

Som P. Ranchan :

Kirpal Singh

Gala events with a touch of carnival are indeed a challenge as also an opportunity to manage a disciplined
display. Especially as Principal of host college and also as President of HP Council for Sports and Cultural
activities, | have had the good fortune to gather support for giving away more awards and recognition to
greater number of participating students, like individual dancers of wining top three positions to get individual
momentos. At one youth festival at Govt College Hamirpur, we let NCC cadets escort guests and also act as
security personnel since a uniform has a salutary impact. It's been a policy of UGC and our HPU also for our
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colleges to opt for opening their doors for visit by NAAC teams. Even as | attended workshops at HPU on
NAAG, | could lead two colleges, Hamirpur and Joginder Nagar, in getting National Accreditation. Having
trained at Gurukul Kangri, Haridwar as NAAC official, as NAAC Peer ream member, this HPU alumnus visited a
private college at Mukundpur in Panjab and Government College, Badherwaha in J& K in Nov 2006.

i

College Principals are lauded for introducing new courses to their institutions. | had no choice but to opt for a

rather unpopular decision at GC Hamirpur, where a graduation course came to be introduced without
appropriate affiliation of AICTE; two batches were on the line, and had to be shifted to HPU Campus. It was
really tough, problematic; several departments were involved, local press, education directorate. But all said
and done. Career of those students were saved by the author, with the help and guidance of another HPU
alumnus, Dr PK Ahluwalia. Since that day, we have been friends since that year of 2004.
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Whatever we got from life in professional terms, credit completely goes to having been one of the Alumni of
Himachal Pradesh University. My father, Prof Parmananda Sharma, Masters from Govt College Lahore, served
at GC Dharmshala in 50s and again since December 1968, till his superannuation in 1982, and he also served

HPU in various roles including as Member of HPU Executive
BRVASIRIGAEE  Council. As Principal, | have had the Iluck to be
i nominated/elected member of HPU Court, HP Academic Council
and a Member of the committee to advise Academic Staff
College. Big or small, like Walt Whitman says, we all make
contributions. There are several men and women in HPU family

LOU

d

| should like to recall, but one name | must mention here: Dr Anil
Wilson, VC, and during his time, | happened to be Principal,
Government College Dharmshala, also officially commanding as
Director, HPU Regional Centre at Dharmshala till
June 2008 when Dr Agnihotri took
over. Candid, forthright, erudite

and a reservoir of new
 ideas, Dr
' Wilson

Floems

S Of Silence

The Brown Tree involved me
S in exchange
of ideas and

innovations

which, not
much later,
became a part of
higher education in
Himachal Pradesh.
Salutations to
Summer- Hill
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A Strange Bond of Thirty Three Years

-Dr. Anjali Dewan
Associate Professor (Retd.), Department of Home Science, St. Bede's

College, Shimla

| have not been a student of Himachal Pradesh University but was
working for more than 33 years in St. Bede's College, Shimla as an
Associate Professor & Head, Department of Home Science. Every day

working there was like a bond with the University. | was extremely
fortunate that | was able to do one Orientation and two UGC sponsored
Refresher Courses from the Academic Staff College in the University. | also attended a month long personal
contact programme in the Department of Education for the completion of M.Ed. which | was doing from Indira
Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). It was an enriching experience for me to be a student again. The
hot paranthas, rajmah - chawal, hot cups of tea and coffee, | enjoyed with my classmates who were all
younger than me. | attended a number of conferences and workshops as a delegate and sometimes as a
Resource person. Whenever | came to the University for any Administrative Work, | was always provided with
timely help and attention. | have spent many hours going through the books in the library. My self written
books of Hindi poetry entitled ' Lamha lamha' and ' Manzilein aur bhi hain' can be found on the book shelves
of HPU library, a satisfying experience.

| feel honoured that when H.P University adopted RUSA, | framed the syllabus of Home Science. | have been
on the Board of Studies in the subject of Home Science from the year 1986 - 2019. | have been a paper setter
for more than 30 years. | also received the Women Achiever's Award in the year 2017. | remember during one
of the Refresher courses organized by Academic Staff College, most of the teachers were from the

Department of Music. | was told that | was not a good singer and needed to improve my singing. | practiced
regularly and on the last day sang a ghazal with a renowned musician of our group. The Vice Chancellor that
time Prof S.K. Gupta (I am not sure about the name) really appreciated my effort. | also composed a poem
including names of all the participants.
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Reaching University was a challenge for me as | had to change two buses but every time | visited the
University, | had such good experiences that wanted to come again and again. | was influenced by many
stalwarts of the University like Prof. Som P. Ranchan, Prof. O.P Sarswat, Prof. ADN Bajpai, Prof. P.K Ahluwalia,
Prof. Girija Sharma, Prof. Mamta Mokta and Prof. Aparna Negi. | have retired now but will always feel indebted
to this prestigious university for helping me grow as a person. | congratulate Professor P.K Ahluwalia for
taking the initiative in getting this magazine published. My best wishes for the release of the magazine of
Alumni Association of Himachal Pradesh University.
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A Kaleidoscope of HPU Memories

-Prof. Sonia Khan
Professor, Institute of Vocational Studies, Himachal Pradesh University,
Shimla

| write as a daughter of a Professor who served long (till his retirement) in
H.P. University. | write as child who grew up in the University campus. |
write as an alumnus of H.P. University and | write now, as a Professor P
serving in H.P. University. \ q’.’

| take pride in saying that the name of my father, Professor A. R. Khan, is a
name (of the many) closely associated with the identify of HPU. Speaking of my father’s academic
background, he earned his doctorate in Medieval Indian History from Aligarh Muslim University, under the
esteemed guidance of Professor Nurual Hasan (a hard task master scholar, a renowned Indian Historian,
Politician and Statesman in the Government of India), under whose guidance my father mastered his research
skills. While pursuing his PhD, my father joined Rajasthan University as a research scholar and later (in 1971)
started his teaching career in the same university. In April 1973 he secured a Fellowship in Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies (11AS) Shimla and then we packed our bags and moved from the desert to the mountains of
Shimla. One year was spent with dad serving at IIAS and us growing up playing in the sprawling magnificent
premises of the palatial Viceregal Lodge (IIAS).

Moving to HPU: In 1972, H.P. University had been newly established. Soon after the earliest vacancies were
advertised, my father joined the University in October 1973, as Associate Professor in History. At the same
time, a large number of other young faculty members (in their 20s and early 30s), were also recruited in other
departments of the University. Professor S.R. Mehrotra, Prof. Eva Mehrotra, Prof. L.P. Pandey and Prof. M.S.
Ahluwalia, were all colleagues of my father in the Dept. of History.

Life in the Campus: Moving into HPU campus accommodation was like being welcomed into the most modern
mansions of those times. The ‘Teacher’s Colony’ was a fresh new construction of eight towering building
blocks with 5 apartments in each block. All fresh faculty entrants to the university were handed over keys to
their sparkling new fully furnished houses (that came as a bonus with the appointment). All were exhilarated
to move in lock, stock and barrel, with their spouses / toddlers, and with their whole wealth of scanty
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possessions, all packed into a bare minimum 2-3 ‘aluminium trunks’ / suitcases and ‘Hold Alls’. All 40 flats
were soon occupied.

There in ‘Teachers’ Colony (rightly called - ‘Jutogh View Estate’), life began for us in the University premises.
That was a time when at an early age, seeds were sown for lifelong friendships (between 40 families of
teachers), bonds that strengthened over a span of three decades to culminate into the strongest of
associations, akin to relationships within one single large extended family. Jokingly we accorded the title of
‘Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves’, for the ‘Vice Chancellor’ and the ‘40 Professors’ of the Colony.

As the campus grew and gradually expanded its roots in academics, HPU started moulding exceptional
teachers who in due course of time became celebrated scholars of national and international acclaim. The
creation of the identity of H.P. University is indeed credited to the Professors of yesteryears, whose names
became synonymous with HPU, viz. Prof. Bacchan Singh, Prof. Kaul, Prof. K.C. Malhotra, Prof. M.K. Sharma,
Prof. Massey, Professor Anand, Prof. Jaidev, Prof. Javed Alam, Prof. Banerjee, Prof. L.R. Verma, Prof. Sagar
Sharma, Prof. Blokhra, Prof. Pathania, Prof. (Mrs.) Nirmal Gupta, Prof. B.C. Verma and of course my father
Prof. Khan, among others.

The stature of Professors of yore was quintessential. When they walked in the campus, they exuded a distinct
impressive aura, energy and warmth that instantly invoked in anyone and everyone a sense of awe. Every
morning the Professors would walk up to the Campus from the Teachers’ Colony and walk down back home in
the evenings, in groups of 3-4, talking aloud, joking and laughing, with their grocery bags (thelas) dangling like
pendulums on their shoulders. Writing about the merit of those professors far exceeds the power of my
feeble vocabulary. In essence, all Professors were well informed on diverse issues, experts in their discipline,
sharp witted, humble and thorough gentlemen! They could strike a conversation on any topic under the sun.
Their voices were commanding and speech infallible. Each of them had a brilliant brain and an outstanding
personality.

As a child, at times when | accompanied my father to the University, | do faintly remember sitting in his class
(while waiting for him). I realised that when he would start speaking, the knowledge, expressions, oratory and
confidence would leave everyone spell bound! The lectures were extremely lively and engaging, could carry on
for hours and would completely captivate the audience in a way that not a person would blink an eyelid losing
all track of time. The ease, fluency of speech and command on any topic that the Professors possessed, was
unparalleled. Each one was an exceptional erudite scholar, equipped with vast and liberal education and had a
sense of deep intellectual curiosity along with charm, energy and enthusiasm, all intricately woven into a lively

disposition.
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Academic, political or general discussions were not only confined to the University rooms/ classrooms. |
remember that Professors would invariably be found engaged in casual, leisurely intellectual discourse over
tea (i.e. chai and namkeen-bundi ) even in the several small tea shops (dhabas) of Summerhill, that were
dotted all along the roads leading up/down the campus. As regular customers all Professors had befriended
the tea shop owners who /whose children still remember and recall memories of teachers of those time.

Besides, the ‘Study Room’ of each apartment in the colony also served as a private ‘intellectual den’. Rightly
so, the treasure of my house was in my dad’s Study Room which housed his prized book collection, a ‘personal
library’ that I still hold dear to me, preserve and maintain in his memory. As my father was of a professor of
medieval history, he had substantial books on the subject, but in addition owned a diverse collection that
included books on English Literature/Grammar, Urdu, French, stories of Ramayana, Mahabharta, Gandhi,
Nehru, Travelogues, Novels, Autobiographies of politicians (e.g. Advani ji, etc.) a range of Atlases, an antique
volume of Britannica Encyclopaedia (1988) and a dozen best of English, Urdu and Persian dictionaries, all of
speak of how well read he was. His books still surround me and are a reflection of the immense quest for
knowledge that anyone in academics could have.

Teacher-Student Relations

Those were the real ‘Guru-Shishya’ times. Students would address their Teachers as ‘Guruji’ and held upmost
respect for them. Teachers were not simply class teachers but ‘Idols’ and ‘Mentors’. From my childhood |
remember how every evening my father’s PhD scholars had long sittings till late night at my place and we /
they themselves, would be making tea several times throughout the evening while they remained engrossed
in research and discussions. During the long stretched evenings innumerable times students had meals at our
place. The Study was full of books, research cards, maps and papers strewn all about the carpet. My father
had a sleek portable typewriter that he had brought from UK, and | recall that while working in his study, the
measured beat of sound of his typewriter keys going ‘tak, tak, tak’ would go echoing late into the deep
silence of the night.

President Karzai (of Afghanistan), an alumnus of HPU, who was in the Political Science Department, became
close to my dad (in an alien land) and was a frequent visitor to our place, to engage in academic and political
discourse and enjoy Eid sewaiyan with us. Even after returning to Afghanistan, he remained in close contact
with my father, even after become President and on one of his visits to Shimla and his alma mater (HPU), met

my father to recall university memories of 1980s.
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Social Life of Teachers: On returning from University, every evening all teachers would sit for evening tea in
their Balcony, each of which looked out to other’s balconies, from where, greetings would be exchanged and
conversations were held criss-cross across the building blocks. Late evenings some professors would
converge in the self-laid out ‘Badminton Court’ in the centre of the colony to play till late hours. Others would
go visit one another’s houses for academic or general courtesy calls. People were open and clear hearted. One
never heard of any bickering, politics, back biting or any personal or professional vile intentions. The whole
teaching community was a ‘close knit unit’ like a ‘single happy family’. Together, all 40 families of colleagues in
the colony (regardless of academic rank) would often go for picnics, walking up to Chadwick Fall and Glen.
Together we’d celebrate each festival with gaiety and fervour. | particularly remember that we were the only
Muslim family in the Forty Flats, hence Eid at ‘Khan saab’s’ place was a special occasion, looked forward to by
all. Eid preparations would start days ahead and may neighbours (uncles and aunties) would be forthcoming
to lend a hand in preparing delicacies for the grand event. On Eid not only 40 families but a large number of
students and scholars aplenty would also visit our house for ‘sewiayan’. We would have a ‘Full House’ of guests
visiting from morning till night. On Christmas, the cake and tea party at Prof Massey’s and Prof. Biswas was an
attraction. Gurpurb made its presence felt with Prof. Ahluwalia’s house quietly lit up in the evening. And of
course Diwali would be buzzing with activity, crackers, lots of sweets and lots of candles lighting up the whole
colony.

Holi was a one big event. The announcement of the festival would come from afar (i.e. noise and drum beat
sounds from the Boys Hostel. Students in large groups would slowly march up to the Teacher’s Colony, singing
and dancing. Teachers would peep from behind their drawn curtains and many, in fear of being smeared with
color, would have their houses locked from outside (by their house maids). Regardless, the students would
approach the colony and climb up each block knocking at every house, one by one, respectfully adorning the
forehead of their teachers with (teeka) and in return were given some Holi (Monetary) token from Professors.
Later, all Professors and their families would come out and enjoy color and snacks, with lots of singing,
dancing and a ‘Pot Luck’ lunch as well. Then was the ritual of all Professors and families, walking up first to the
building where Professor R.K. Malhotra, Prof. Swaroop, and Mr. Garga (Librarian) resided. There everyone was
welcomed with a lavish spread of tea and snacks. Thereafter, all would proceed to the residence of Vice-
Chancellor (now IIHS), opposite the Library. The closing tea party was held with the VC (head of the family) of
HPU. Finally, everyone would return home and start worrying about rationing water for the cleansing bath, as
indeed we lived through a ‘30 years ’ long and severe water crisis, in the Colony. Other small joys of life/
entertainment in our simple lives would be the annual ‘Ramlila’ that was held near the Summerhill railway
station. Every night we children with our parents Uncle and aunties would go to watch the same, carrying jute
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sacks or cushions to sit on. Often Professors would donate some amount of money as a token, appreciating
the role played by some characters. | distinctly remember the compere announcing in Hindi. “Aur, Yeh dus
rupay. (10 Rupees), Dr. M.K. Sharma ji ney xyz ke kirdar pe khush ho kar diye hain............!"”

Life was simple and life was beautiful. Then, salaries were low, yet contentment was high. Over the years, all
colleagues prospered together. Professor S.C. Sharma had the ‘only TV’ in the Colony (Black and White). Every
Sunday his living room would be abuzz like a Theatre, with the whole colony flocking to his house to watch the
‘Sunday Movie’. His entrance would be full of scores of pairs of shoes and slippers all heaped together. In due
course of time, one by one, everyone purchased a Black and White TV (‘Bigston’ and ‘Weston’). Later, as the
teaching community grew relatively richer, one by one came the Refrigerators, then Color TVs and then Cars.
Ours was one of the earliest (second) car (Maruti) in the Colony. My father learnt driving in his 50s and other
Professors of around the same age followed suit. We all had our driving lessons in the University ground. On
the narrow road leading down to the Colony we did have several freak accidents and burnt clutch plates every
now and then. As people would normally escape unhurt, after a while these frequent incidents became regular
entertainment, rather than a matter of concern. Many a times, Professor Khan’s (our) served as an ambulance
when often in the middle of the night, someone or the other would ring our door bell requesting, ‘Khan
saab/uncle, xyz is not well, could please take us to the dispensary?”, and my father would do so. All Professors
were there for each other at all times, ready to help and walk the extra mile when needed.

Teacher’s played cricket, football, badminton, etc. together. There used to be a Teachers’ Sports day as well
organized by the University, in which Professors participated enthusiastically with sportsmen spirit. All joys
and sorrows, weddings and funerals, promotions, children’s birthdays and accomplishments, were celebrated
‘together’ as one big family. Whenever any colleague retired and packed to move from Shimla, all 40 families
would accompany the Retiree to the Summer Hill Railway Station to bid adieu, usually at the 5.30 evening
train. Over a span of three decades, strong lifelong bonds were established, bonds that last till date.

Then and Now: As | continued my education in Shimla, HPU became my Alma Mater and later | secured a job in
the same institution. | have spent two decades in the University as a teacher. Though now | am a Professor of
the young generation, | honestly feel | can never match up the versatility, brilliance and calibre of the kind of
Professor my father, or colleagues of his time were. Growing up in the university and serving here as a faculty
member, | have witnessed the transition of HPU. The good old familiar faces have left. As rightly said, ‘the old
order changeth, yielding place to new’. The campus has expanded manifold in area, there is improved
infrastructure, a list of new teaching departments and a sizeable new teaching faculty. But for me, the
university still sustains its image through renowned names of yesteryears and retains its identity in the iconic
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‘Post Office’, the ‘Library’, the ‘Auditorium’, the ‘Tennis Court’ and our very own Queen of the Roads, i.e. the
‘University Bus’.

With a beautiful ‘past’ deeply impressed on my memory, | continue my journey in HPU, moving ahead into the

‘future’, making loads of more memories, perhaps to be recalled, sometime later in life.
R ITR aa =

Universitv Teachers’ Colonv (1980s)

Prof. Khan (centre front) Indian Institute
of Advanced Studies (11AS) 1973

Professor Khan with Hamid Karzai (Former President of
Afghanistan and Alumnus of HPU)
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Bees-Basath and Consciousness via Precipice

-Dr Ravi Bhushan
Associate Prof. (Retd.), St. Bede’s College Shimla (Alumnus: 1981-1990)

| know it must sound intriguing. However, the decade long journey
beginning 1981 was as exciting and tremendously enriching. And please
resist the temptation to Google bees-basath, no one will ever find it evenin a
Webster.

So on to first day first scene. Find me huddled in a crowded local from Baldeyan via Lakkar Bazaar to Summer
Hill with roof full of kiltas carrying farmers’ produce for subzi mandi. Hunched beside me, a lanky guy, first day
types from the very looks, precariously clutching a file bursting supposedly with certificates. Turned out we
were both on our way for admissions.

On the way back we discovered a few university buses lined up for leaving but already almost bulging at the
seams. As soon as the engines revved up, the more adventurous ones were scrambling on to the roof top and
we thought it better to do like the Romans. First in a lifetime, and the last, experience of enjoying the
delightful sights of Summer Hill- Shimla route from an undulating roof top! It wasn’t to be a free ride as Mr
Mullick, the conductor scrambled up to issue tickets to roof top passengers at Victory Tunnel. That oddly truck
shaped vintage bus, on its way to Sanjauli, carried the fancy number ‘bees basath’ which was promptly
committed to memory.

The Professors and staff were, mostly formally dressed and a few really stood out as so immaculately ‘suited-
booted’ that they would frequently draw appreciating glances from the jean clad younger audience. Prof
Balokhra and Mr Bajaj, to name a few. Even the cafeteria staff was liveried, complete with a kalgi headgear.
Ashok with his eve ready ji saab’ and Pedro with mischievous Mongolian looks, added immense charm to the
atmosphere.

Being admitted first time to the presence of a Professor, especially the HOD was an unforgettable experience.

It had a whole set of rituals to be carefully followed.
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After the customary ‘excuse me Sir’ or adding ‘please’ or ‘kindly’ or ‘may | be permitted’ the learned Prof
would consider your demeanor from head to foot, usually from above the lenses. Particularly worthy of close
scrutiny was weather you were bent or not before pronouncing the verdict as ‘yes’or ‘yes’Or ‘YESY
Accordingly the student would decide whether to pursue the matter any further or scamper off.

If, however, one was lucky to be allowed in, the next great thing that could materialize would be asked to sit.
Since, in all probability, one wouldn’t find one’s voice, the learned Prof would carry on with a long,
undecipherable, Greek monologue on the vastness and the immense potential of your subject. Of course it
was immaterial, for either party, what one had begged excuse for!

That would be the one defining moment when your brain tissue would get agitated, like never before in all
your life, and you would realize the narrowness of your being and feel catapulted into the vast expanse of
consciousness.

The concluding scene unfolds in one of the shacks of the English department. Personages: Prof Som P
Ranchan, Prof Wilson and me as sutradhar.

Act 1: During a conversation | happened to mention, “Edge of a precipice”. Then followed wisdom, courtesy
Prof Wilson, “Precipice itself is an edge.”

How I felt my evolution as a human had been significantly enhanced. | had been forever freed from the edge!
Act 2: Enters student leader Rakesh Singha (RS)

RS: I travelled via (drdT) Thanedhar to Narkanda

Prof Wilson: One has to travel via (fd3) Thanedhar?

RS: Yes Sir and is it pronounced as fdan Sir?

Prof Wilson: Yes, alternatively

RS: Thank You!

(PS: So, grateful for all the varied enriching experiences at HPU, | found my way from Summer Hill via 1IM,
Ahmedabad and ICAR, New Delhi to St. Bede’s, Navbahar.)
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Memory Mining of My Days in HPU

-Tikender Panwar
Former Deputy Mayor, Municipal Corporation, Shimla

Universities are spaces of contestation. Contestation of ideas, and
vision for a future world. There ought to be umpteen numbers of
differences in such ideas and the university is a perfect space to
experiment with them.

Having said that, | feel honoured by the of Himachal Pradesh
University Alumni Association (HPUAA), Summer Hill, for asking me to
write a short piece of my days in HPU for its e-magazine, in which they
are initiating a space for alumni to bond with their Alma Mater. To recollect my memories and go back, do
real memory mining and gather the history of the university is a wonderful idea, which has taken me back to
my student days in HPU about more than 30 years ago. Indeed, it was on this campus where | found an
opportunity to think deeply about my role in the society and take bold steps towards my future progression in
life as an activist. No doubt, it has been an intense internship for the future roles which came my way.

I am not sure whether | will be able to do justice to such a long period; however, | can for sure share some of
the experiences of my student days in the HPU campus from the early 90s to the last few years of the century.

| always call my generation a hybrid one that has seen a considerable transformation taking place at the
global, Indian and the academic levels. Why? Because when we were growing up we saw the role of the State
(Nation State) as the largest and sole provider of everything - services, education etc. But then we were also a
witness to the transformation. The transformation of this structure and the ideas of the State. What Ursula
Hews points out in one of her pioneering academic works (Socialist Register) - the transformation from use
value to exchange value?

How could our campuses and the one where we studied remain aloof from such a transformation! And thus
came one of the biggest changes of our lives. This transformation was not just on structural issues of the
framework of academia but also spiritual and intellectual.

Let me share a few anecdotes from my engagement with this transformation during this period in the campus

and beyond.
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This is the period when the economy was being shaped up. What was later called ‘Manmohanomics’ or the
ideas of neoliberal economy pursued by Dr Manmohan Singh, the then finance minister of the country. This
was a departure from the Nehruvian model of development where State sponsored capitalism was the model.
How could the campuses remain aloof?

There were debates and debates over the unfolding of this transformation. Just during that period we also
had the GATT debate, the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade which later became the World Trade
Organization (WTO). Since we, our group comprising those who were very active in debates, were in the
forefront to discuss these issues thread bare, we were also a corner for many questions raised during these
debates. There was ideas like- “Will the State now wither away”. What if the State does not remain the largest
investor and the private capital ventures, what will be the state of education and particularly higher
education? New slogans like self-sustaining education, centres of excellence, etc., emerged.

In our campus the fall out was in this way. Professor H P Dixit was the vice chancellor. He was known for his
skills as an able administrator. But the HPU also had its legacy of debating the issues not just in the university
auditorium but also on the streets where every one was a participant.

How could this transformation happen in the campus, in a highly surcharged atmosphere where the major
student organisations were opposing it? | distinctly remember the first bargain being struck by the student
bodies and the university administration. The management studies or as we called the MBA department was
the arena of combat. | vividly remember that there were 30 seats in this department and we as student
representatives would never allow the administration or the government to either enhance the fees or reduce
the number of seats. So, a deal was managed.

The administration agreed for an increase in seats from 30 to 60, increasing the subsidised number of seats
from 30 to 45 and remaining 15 seats for NRI’s. The NRI’s would be paying a substantially higher amount than
the subsidised seats. | am not sure what the fee structure was for NRI’s. The NRI students were supposed to
get an endorsement from their respective countries to seek admission. After some time, we noticed none of
the actual NRI’s joined. Only those who had the money and residents of the state joined the MBA department
under the NRI quota. Of course, a certificate for the same was managed.

This was the beginning which later turned out to be a formula for massive commercialisation of education in
the education sector. And today, the rapid privatisation and commercialisation of education is not a hidden
fact.
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The second aspect that | think is noteworthy of HPU and perhaps for many universities across the country is
compromise with the quality of education. The HPU was always known for its very high standards of faculty.
Just to name a few, Professor Banerjee in Mathematics, Professor Javeed Alam in Political Science, Professor
M K Sharma in Management, likewise, many other names used to galore the reputation of the university.

Along with neoliberal reforms, another major blow to which | was a witness was the recruitment of faculty in
various departments. It would not be prudent of me to write such names here, but some of the people who
were close to the ruling establishment were absorbed in the faculty who could not even qualify teaching high
school students. This is another major transformation that was seen and is still continuing, which does not
speak too well about the development.

Lastly, I am not sure how academics are being shaped now on campus. But | remember that the two councils,
the academic and executive councils were important bodies of decision making. There are instances where
these bodies even rebuffed the dictates of the ruling establishment and pursued a relatively independent
path. However, the role of students in shaping their future by not just withholding the elections since long but
also not being made part of the academic council ensuring their participation in framing academics, is a big
challenge. The university cannot and should not remain between the binary of ‘they’ and ‘us’. Unfortunately,
that is how it seems, it must be ours’: our university. And that can happen by ultra-democratic participation of
everyone in the decision making; that constitutes students, teachers and even the non-teaching staff.

| wish success and glory to the University for provoking critical thinking- an essence of being sapiens, the
Homo sapiens.
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A Journey | would Love to Undertake Again

-Prof. Girija Sharma

Former Dean of Studies and Professor of English (Retd.)
Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla

The year was 1977. It was a July afternoon. Light rain and fog seemed to
envelope the town. As | stood at Summerhill Chowk with my father, dazed and
unsure of everything except that | had arrived in the University, little did | know
that | was here to spend more than forty years of my life.

And then the classrooms—more like barracks and yet so charming! It was a
world away from home and yet pulsating with life—so full of excitement. New \.‘\L
friends, new courses, new teachers—everything seemed to hold the promise of a

" better tomorrow. There was no Arts Block, only
these barracks, which till late housed the
departments of Geography, Yoga and Journalism.
The classes were held in shifts—morning and
evening. In the first year there was the evening shift
for the Languages and the morning shift for the
Social Sciences. We, the students of the English
Department had the luxury of starting our day late.
- The next year saw it all changed. We had the
- morning shift and the Social Science students the
| evening one.

* The Department of English had fine teachers—still
remembered and loved by many. Professor Som P.

Ranchan and Professor Jaidev left us and the world some years ago. They left an everlasting impact on all
whom they taught. Professor B.S. Pathania and Professor Pankaj K. Singh enriched the Department in myriad
ways. | owe what | achieved to each one of them.
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Things were so different then. The library was the cosiest place to go to, to study, to meet friends. In between
we would sneak out for the tea-breaks. A wooden structure, it still stands but is somewhat dilapidated. Gone
are the times when it was the most appealing place—its wooden staircase echoing with the footsteps—
leading to a modest hall, heated by a ‘bukhari’ in the winter months—so warm literally and metaphorically.

Many of us had been allotted rooms in the Gargi hostel having twenty-five rooms in all. We were like a
family—warmly sharing things and caring for each other in times happy and sad. Most of us studied hard for
hours after classes but when it was time to relax, we didn’t care for anything except for enjoying the moments
fully.

On the completion of Master’s degree, and an M.Phil. Degree thereafter, it was time again to plan for the
future. Enrolled for the degree of Ph.D. now, | also started taking classes and was appointed as a Research
Associate. | still remember entering the same class room as a teacher, where | had sat as a learner. It was on
May 1, 1981. Though teaching was a dream vocation, the realisation that it demanded great devotion and time
began to dawn on me like never before. It was in 1983 that | became an Assistant Professor in the same
Department that had nurtured me and many others like me.

The journey since then has been so beautiful, so satisfying and so rewarding in more ways than one. Then
came the time to bid goodbye. The year 2018 had seemed so far away all those years. But eventually it came. |
realized, however, that the end of the innings was a moment of immense peace, so reassuring, so
overwhelming and so fulfilling. The unconditional love and support of all—my students, my fellow teachers,
the other staff has given me countless reasons to be full of gratitude. Perhaps, | could not have asked for more
and would not have wanted more out of life than I got. If | can put the clock back, | would again like to stand
with my father at Summerhill chowk on a July afternoon—enveloped by mist and rain, waiting to join the
University for a Master’s degree in English.

May this institution scale greater heights in the days to come, which | am sure it will. Built on a strong edifice
of scholarship, it certainly has earned a name for itself as is borne out by its illustrious alumni, who have
brought glory to their alma mater within the country and across the shores.
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42 years of My Learning Experience

-Virender Kumar Vohra
Planning & Devevelopment Officer (Retd.), Himachal Pradesh University,
Shimla

| joined the Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla on 10.02.1971 and
superannuated in Feb.2013 after completing blot-less 42 years’ service while
working on various positions right from a Clerk to ACOE/P&DO. Throughout
my life | served only this esteemed Institution. Having inspired by the charged

academic atmosphere, | improved my entrant educational qualification of Pre-
Engineering to M.Phil (Pol.Sc.), PG Diploma in Adult Education (Gold Medalist)
and Diploma in Yoga from our University, also with a view to learn real meanings of terminology used in

academic & research activities undertaken in the University. | worked on all positions in different
sections/branches of the University viz. Recruitment, Examination, Planning & Development, General
Administration, Establishment, Entrance Test, ICDEOL, Dean of Studies Office etc. Out of this tenure, | want to
share few memories on the basis of personal experience & interacton pertaining to various events, Vice
Chancellors, Teaching, Non-Teaching staff & students of the University. To remember the names of the
persons & their work on a certain occasion is real tribute to them and | am grateful to those with whom | was
associated.

Declaration of First Result of the University

To decide the strategy for declaration/publication of first result of BA/BSc Part Ill, the then, Vice Chancellor,
Late Dr. R.K. Singh convened a meeting of the officers/officials deputed from education department/HP
Secretariat & HPU total numbering to 15-20 in one of the rooms of Summer House Building (now Library
building). All were enthusiastic & thrilled about the above result. The university had only one cyclostyling
machine which could not accomplish the entire work of gazette publication & | was deputed to get remaining
stencils cyclostyled from the machine at Government College, Sanjauli. The completion of the work was
reported by me at midnight to the then Registrar Late Sh. R.M.Sharma & | left for the university next day at 8
am.




~101 ~

Remebered Vice Chancellors’ remarkable works: Although, all the VCs completed their tenures successfully,
yet few names would be remembered for their remarkable following works.

Late Dr. R.K. Singh, First VC of HPU, who made significant efforts to recruit eminent teachers of
national/international repute in various departments of the university so that students could get the best
education. Few names include Dr. H.O. Aggarwal (Bio Sciences), Dr. R.N.Singh (Business Administration),
Dr. A.C. Jain (Chemistry), Dr. V.S. Mathur, Dr. K.P. Pandey, Dr. Lokesh Kaul, (Education), Dr. K. Chatterjee
& Dr. Som P. Ranchan (English), Dr. D.D. Narula (Economics), Dr. Bachchan Singh (Hindi), Dr. S.R.
Mehrotra & Dr. A.R. Khan (History), Dr. B.R. Chauhan (Law), Dr. S.N. Dubey & Dr. M.B. Banerjee (Maths),
Dr. Romesh Chand (Physics), Dr. Shanti Swaroop (Pol.Sc.), Dr. Baldeo Singh (Sanskrit),etc..

Late Dr. K.C. Malhotra, during his eight years’ tenure, emphasized to create infrastructural facilities in
the campus besides raising sufficient grant from the UGC/State Government.

Dr. H.P. Dixit, during his short tenure, initiated examination reforms through various committees &
introduction of computerization of Examination branch.

Dr. C.L.Kundu, an exemplary humanitarian who worked for the welfare of employees through various
schemes.

Late Dr. Anil Wilson, a thorough gentleman, wise human being who contributed in creating academic
ambience & worked for the uplifting of teaching & non teaching staff. He added that a “certificate of
appreciation” be also given to every retiring employee on the day of their superannuation along with
memento & other gifts etc.

Prof. A.D.N.Bajpai, a dynamic academician, good administrator, an eloquent speaker bilingually & well
wisher of university community who introduced “Kul-Geet” of the University and also named the road
leading from Summerhill Chowk to Administrative Block as “Gyan Path”. He encouraged & emphasized
that the official work be done in Hindi language & made efforts to get the University Act, statues &
ordinances translated into Hindi language. He managed to strengthen the “Pension Corpus Fund” so
that the superannuated employees could get their retirement dues timely. Further, he initiated tradition
for honouring a freedom fighter on The Independence Day’s function and also introduced custom to
deliver meaningful speech on the day of retirees’ function.

Prof. S.P.Bansal, the present Vice-Chancellor, the founder of our Tourism Department, scaled new
heights in the field of Tourism besides his successful functioning as VC of various Universities. As a D.R.
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Admin, | had an opportunity to work with him in conducting various functions & events of the University
successfully especially with regard to hospitality.

Prominent Student Leaders Groomed on the Campus

| still remember the names of few student leaders which were found on the walls, posters and hoardings in
the campus and never knew at that time that they would achieve such big positions in the society, also bring
laurels & glory at national/state level. Such names include Sh.J.P. Nadda (Hon’ble President of BJP,India), Sh.
Anand Sharma (Ex-Foreign Minister of India), Sh. Rakesh Singha (MLA), Sh. Jai Ram Thakur(Hon’ble CM,HP),
Sh. Sukhvinder Sukhu(MLA), Sh. Narender Atri (BJYM, State President) etc.

Special Convocation for Mr. Hamid Karzai (Ex-President, Afghanistan)

To confer honorary degree upon our alumni Mr. Hamid Karzai, who visited India as a President of Afghanistan,
a special convocation was held at Raj Bhavan, Shimla under extreme tight security. Being DR.Admin, |
coordinated the function & still remember when the academic procession was to be receded; Mr. Karzai (Chief
Guest) started talking to his guru Dr. Gopal Singh, D/Pol.Sc for about 10 minutes, eventually the convocation
came to an end in an informal delighted way.

Appointment of Chairpersons in various Departments

Prof. S.R. Mehrotra filed many CWPs in the Hon’ble High Court, HP from time to time to get decided the
seniority of teachers for their appointment as Chairpersons on rotation basis. Later on the decisions of the
Hon’ble High Court were used as instructions/guidelines/interpretations of these University rules in making
appointment of Chairpersons through General Administration.

Representation of Non-Teaching Employees on the Executive Council

During the year 1985, the statues of the university were amended to give representation to non-teaching
employees on the Executive Council. Mr. O.P. Chauhan was elected first time as a member of the EC&
remained as such many times. Chaudhry Waryam Singh Bains elected four times member of EC including hat-
trick, beside other members in different years.

Witnessed many students’ Employees agitations in the campus

Besides students’ agitations & clashes among different organizations, the non-teaching employees during the
year 1973, witnessed long agitation against employees on deputation. Due to sudden demise of the ward of




~103 ~

Chowkidar, most of the non-teaching employees along with certain teachers/students went on strike for 45
days during the year 1979 & some of them had to face the brunt of “no work no pay”.

My Experience as Member of various Committees/ Bodies

o While acting as a presenting/Inquiry Officer in different Inquiry cases, | gained different types of
experiences during my interaction with accused employees. As a Member of Advisory Board, Central
Board Worker’s Education (CBWE) where | learnt to encounter the problems faced by the Industrial
Workers. Being Member of various Recruitment & Promotion Committees | gained sufficient experience
about the service matters of different categories of employees.

. As a Member of Examination Discipline Committee for 2 years, | had a chance to understand the psyche
of the students who were caught while copying in the examination.

. Being a Member of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of the UGC in the capacity of senior most
administrative officer & Planning & Development Officer, | had an opportunity to work with Prof. P.K.
Ahluwalia, the-then Dean Planning & now the Chairman of the Alumni Association, and learnt a lot in
Academics while preparing and presenting different types of proposals. Prof. Ahluwalia is a multi-facet
personality & guided me at various steps in a very simple & informal manner without being prejudice.
Thus, | am grateful for his overall support. As a UGC Resource person, | had an opportunity to deliver
lectures to the participants of refresher courses/ orientation programs on the topics of Service Matters,
YOGA, and Good Administration etc. in the Academic Staff College of the University.

Professional Relations with Registrars & my Colleagues

Since, | remained posted in GAD/Establishment branches of the University for about 23 years, in the capacity of
Suprintendent, Section Officer, Assistant Registrar & Deputy Registrar, | was fortunate enough to work with
HAS Officers/ Teachers posted as Registrar. | learnt the administrative skills from HAS Officers & soft skills
from teachers. Some of the eminent Registrars with whom | had a close knit connect are Sh. Subhash
Ahluwalia, Sh. Rajinder Singh, Sh. R.D. Panwar, Sh. Ashok Sharma, Sh. C.P. Verma, Sh. R.S. Gupta, Sh. V.D. Sharma,
Prof. J.B. Nadda, and Prof. Shashi Kant. Simultaneously, | had very good & cordial relations with my colleagues
irrespective of their positions & reciprocated their regards to me. The amount of respect which | have received
is unforgettable. Every moment spent during these 42 years of service was memorable with everybody’s

support.
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b “The highest education is that
- & which does not merely give
us information but makes
our life in harmony with

all existence.”

— Rabindranath Tagore
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Remembering Professor Emeritus Dalip Malhotra

-Dr Anita Sharma
Department of Psychology, HP University

Professor Dalip Malhotra passed away last

year. Most of his colleagues and students
would agree without a doubt that he was a
brilliant teacher, a good friend and a
magnanimous angel. He left behind a legacy in

the field of education with his inspirational and
| thought-provoking teaching style and a multitude of scholarly publications. He
will always be remembered as a warm and inspiring Professor. Loved by all, he

was truly dedicated to his students and his work. Many
scholars who have known him have been inspired by his
multidimensional scholarship and multidisciplinary acumen.
| Those who have worked with him, who were taught by him
or who did their research work under his supervision will
always remember him as a loving father and caring brother.
Diligent and trustworthy, he would make sure that all tasks
# given to him are managed well. He was ever-willing to spend
% extra hours and even walked the extra mile with his students
in their journey to complete their endeavours.

On the collaboration of research projects, many of us will always treasure the moments of delightful
discussions and the hearty laugh that shattered the weekend silence in the Psychology Department. Prof.
Malhotra had been a great supervisor and a mentor to his students. His strict demeanour and dedication
towards research have shaped and moulded the students towards high expectations and achievements. There
is no word to express our sincere appreciation to him for his valuable and tireless guidance. The best
memories of our lives were those spent with him. Sir inspired us to engage and connect with other colleagues
in from different universities through his tireless effort connecting us through conferences, seminars and
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collaborating to write well in areas of our research interest. His energy and enthusiasm was exemplary and we
will always miss his smile and patience with us to complete our various undertakings. Sir's benevolent
dedication to family, friends and colleagues was something out of this world. Everyone will remember his
enthusiasm, wit and his ability to laugh at adversity. He had the magical powers of transforming all negative
into complete positive and making the weeping eyes welled up with ecstasy. The person of such a magnificent
stature is born but once in a millennium. We are greatly indebted to you sir for all that you did for us.

Nevertheless you are not with us today. But we all believe that you left your mortal coil only to get eternally
coiled in our hearts to help us steering forth in our lives. Thank you so much, Sir!

A Humble Tribute to a great teacher

Shonali,
Professor (Retd.), Department of Psychology, St. Bede’s College Shimla

| had this good fortune of being mentored by Prof. Dr. Malhotra way back in
1981 when | did my Masters in Psychology. One incident which remains
imprinted on my mind is that sir would walk in majestically to class without a
single notebook or paper in hand. This is exactly what he did one morning
facing a nervous group of beginners in Psychology when he had to deliver one
of his lectures on Schizophrenia.

After the class had greeted him, he turned towards the board and in his
wonderful calligraphic script filled the black board with all that one had to learn about Schizophrenia

To the utter amazement of the entire class, he verbatim remembered all and never once did he consult any
paper or note.......

This left a very deep impact on my young mind and later when | myself became a teacher of Psychology |
found it a hard task indeed to emulate sir by writing so beautifully on the board or even recall the entire
lecture that | had prepared....

An admirable quality that speaks of my Professor!

Salutes to you Sir...

LN A
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T STFET TATT FHIL Heg AT SiT Al AT
ST TTheT Cliiéll, Clinical Psychologist, Regional Hospital, Keylong Lahaul Spiti
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My Alma Mater: Where Dreams Got Wings!

Dr. Jagdish Kumar
Assistant Professor of Physics, Central University of Himachal Pradesh,
Dharamshala

Belonging to a low income rural family has many challenges and advantages.
Especially as a child in such family you have a bunch of miraculous expectations
and many (appearing to be) unrealistic dreams which you are supposed to bring
to the reality. It was the time of 1990's. A student in rural settings (at least in our
times) had to struggle harder for their studies owing to multiple reasons. Being
underconfident is also another characteristic feature of rural students. Coming from

such background and being almost like a half cooked stuff up to his graduation, a young student, in the year
2005, tried for admission in three departments of Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla: Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics. It was an entrance-based admission so he was not confident enough if he could get the
opportunity to study from HPU. Also, among the above subjects, he found Physics the most challenging and
boring one. Since, there were three options in one prospectus, so he tried for all three. Interestingly, his score
in the entrance was sufficient for admission in all departments. Along with above, he also had applied for B.Ed.
admission as this was a kind of convention in those times. And luckily he could also score well to fetch a seat in
government college Dharamshala for B.Ed. This course was supposed to be a better choice for employment in
teaching. So an under confident student, who thought it was hard to get admission, was now having four
choices.

Guess what this student would have opted for!

It was Physics, yes, the boring and challenging one according to him. He was criticised by some 'intellectuals in
his contact' for ignoring B.Ed. seat as this was almost the default choice. That time, the conventional people
used to believe that Physics does not have much career prospects and should not be an option for a student
coming from a poor rural family.
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The reason for this young man opting for Physics was also funny, because the Physics department was the first
to complete admission process. Good thing about this student was that he was not afraid of getting into
boring and complicated things. Rather, somehow he wanted to do something which was not everybody's cup
of tea.

Then, he started his journey for M.Sc. from the Department of Physics in HPU. Don't know what magic this
department had that they turned this student as one of the best students in the department. Towards the end
of his M. Sc. he qualified the prestigious CSIR-NET exam in the year 2007 with Junior Research Fellowship offer
from CSIR. So, the Department of Physics turned his dreams into reality.

He then opted for doing his PhD as the financial risks were taken care of by his JRF fellowship so he was
almost worry-free. He was offered for doing PhD from NPL-Delhi, one of the prestigious CSIR labs which had
state-ofthe-art facilities in experimental physics. This transformed this poor underconfident, rural student into
a young confident researcher who was confident enough to face the world. So the department of Physics,
HPU had some miraculous ambience.

Today, this young student is working as faculty in one of the Central Universities as Physics Faculty and
inspiring many young minds there.

Oh! You might be wondering, how | know so much about him.
)

Actually, I am that poor young fellow.

“ .
Knowledge is power.
Information is liEerating.
Education is the premise
of progress, in ever¥
society, in evety family.”

- Kofi Annan
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Cache Memories

Anuja Rathore Sharma
Department of English (Batch: 1982-84)

While the purpose of a university is getting on with education, it is also a unique and
unforgettable time, with memories that will last for a lifetime.

HPU campus brings back so many memories. | joined the English department in 1982.

The first day in the campus was a cultural shock. The classroom and the department
were far from what | had imagined. It was ‘tiny’ and unimpressive!! But soon the
physical dimensions of the rooms were relegated to the background and the sincere and
committed teachers awed me with their knowledge and ‘
humility. Dr. Pankaj Singh, Dr. Girija Sharma, Dr. Pathania, Dr.
Som P. Ranchan, Dr. Jaidev Dr. Kataria and Dr. Asnani, h -
impacted and shaped my young mind. The camaraderie

numbers compared to the girls in the department, so we
always had an upper hand in deciding where to go for a
department picnic or when to bunk class en masse!!

The Student Elections were a complete riot in those days
with canteen window panes smashed and hockey sticks used
more as ‘weapons,” and also the elections had participation
from the Shimla Medical College boys, who were an integral
part of this ‘hungama’!!

| do remember my seniors from Law, who are prominent
national leaders now.

| have made lifelong friends on this campus. Me, Mini and Vinod (in pic)

We didn't know we were making memories, we were just having fun, but lessons of life were learned and
when the two years flew by, we faced the daunting task of charting the course of our life. But confident




~121 ~

enough we did find our ways and destinations. I’m an associate professor at St. Bede’s college, Shimla, now.
Thanks to my Alma Mater, my life is a beautiful mélange of memorable moments and experiences, some
gainful, some painful but overall enriching my life.

I’ll conclude with an anonymous quote:

“Good days are to be gathered like grapes, to be trodden
and bottled into wine and kept for age to sip at ease beside
the fire. If the traveller has vintaged well, he needs trouble
to wander no longer; the ruby moments glow in his glass at

will”’.

[. D. Sharma, Gargi, Vinod and myself.

This song by Mary Hopkin, sums it up all-

‘Once upon a time... .... remember how we laughed away the hours
And think of all great things we would do

Those were the days my friend, we thought they’d never end

We’d sing and dance forever and a day

We’d live the life we choose

We’d fight and never lose

For we were young and sure to have our way....."
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A TRYST WITH MY ALMA MATER

-Waryam Singh Bains
Deputy Registrar (Retd.) Himachal Pradesh University

"Those who are armed with knowledge are skilful."--Motto, HPU.

Just a mention of Summerhill and the picturesque campus comes before our
eyes.

The first Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Dr. Y.S. Parmar, had laid down
its foundation stone. Earlier, it was the Regional centre of the Panjab
University. The campus of the university is in close proximity of the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study. Dr. Ram Karan Singh was the first Vice-Chancellor
of this prestigious Alma Mater. The University is affiliated to UGC and got NAAC "A" Grade during the times of
the former ViceChancellor Prof. ADN Bajpai.

Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla, was set up on 22" July 1970. I, Waryam Singh Bains, an alumnus and a
retired Deputy Registrar served my Alma Mater for 42 years (Joined on 13th April 1973) and had the privilege
to work under all the Vice-Chancellors, from first Vice-Chancellor, Prof. RK Singh till the superannuation of
Prof. ADN Bajpai. Prior to the University, the Regional Centre of the Panjab University, Chandigarh, was set up
in Shimla, in 1968, having its office in Dingle Lodge, near Victory Tunnel. My father late Mr. Kikar Singh Bains
who was posted at Punjab University Chandigarh came to Shimla and served in the PU Regional Centre here.
Dr. Jagdish Chandra was its Director and he taught English at the post graduate level. The classes of science
stream, Chemistry and Physics were started from Manse Building, while the Bio-sciences classes were run
from Boileauganj Campus. The Government B. Ed. College, Ava Lodge was used for Correspondence Courses
and its Principal was appointed as acting director who was replaced by Prof. K. P. Pandey as a regular Director,
who took the Correspondence Courses of the Himachal Pradesh University to new heights.

Now, the Correspondence Directorate has been given the name, International Centre for Distance Education
and Open Learning (ICDEOL), which has its separate building in the HPU campus.

When the Himachal Pradesh University took over the Evening Classes, its Principal was Prof. K.K. Malhotra.
Under the stewardship of Prof. K .K. Malhotra, the Evening College became quite popular among the in-
service people who took admissions in a large number.
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Once | asked the University's Public Relations Officer (PRO), Dr. Ranvir Verma, the grandson of the then Rajya
Sabha MP Mr. C. L. Verma, a close associate of the first Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Dr. Y. S. Parmar,
about his role in setting up the university, he said that Dr. Parmar was a great visionary and the Architect of
Himachal Pradesh and his contemporaries Mr. C. L. Verma, three time member, Rajya Sabha from Himachal
Pradesh and Pt. Padamdev, State's Home Minister and Uncle of the present Town and Urban Development
Minister, Mr. Suresh Bhardwaj, were the spirits behind setting up this University. But there were many
roadblocks in its long journey. Paucity of land was the main problem. For this, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, the first
Health Minister of India, came forward and donated nearly 241 Bighas of land. She also donated her residence
to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, to be used as a Holiday Home, namely "Manorville,"
for the nurses and staff of AIIMS. It is said that Mahatma Gandhi used to stay here, whenever he visited
Shimla.

This Holiday Home is in close proximity of the University. As of now there is no monument in the name of
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur in the University. | would like to suggest the University authorities that some monument
must be built in the name of this holy soul.

Same is the case with the first Vice-Chancellor of HPU, Dr. Ram Karan Singh. | would suggest that the
Committee Room, in V.C's. Chamber, should be named Dr. R. K. Singh Hall.

The late Chief Minister, Thakur Ram Lal, in the capacity of Education Minister, was also instrumental in
establishing HPU.

From its birth to Golden Jubilee, the University has also been a witness to turbulent times and has seen many
ups and downs. From time to time the successive governments made amendments in its original Act of 1970.
The University authorities, teaching fraternity and students opposed these amendments, which according to
them was an attack on the University's autonomy. But facing all the odds, this University has again restored its
lost pride and glory of being a University with a difference.

The Horticulture and Agriculture wings were separated to make independent Universities, more so, it was
necessary in the face of paucity of space. Now these universities have their own identity and have proved a
boon in imparting quality education to the students of Himachal Pradesh. They are, Dr. Y. S. Parmar University

of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, Solan and Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Krishi Vishwavidiyalay, Palampur, set
up in 1978, during the BJP regime by the then Chief Minister, Mr. Shanta Kumar. The Technical University was
set up at Hamirpur by the then Chief Minister, Mr. P. K. Dhumal.
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The examinations for the private and government medical colleges were earlier conducted by HPU. But these
colleges are now run by the Atal Medical and Research University, functioning from Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri
Medical College, Ner Chowk, Mandi.

Now HPU is trying to spread its wings to fly high in the sky, touch new heights and explore new horizons.

The University had come up with the "Drishti"--Vision 2020 Document, framed by the former Vice Chancellor,
Dr. A.D.N Bajpai, which had envisaged setting-up its second Campus at Ghanahatti to start professional
courses. But non-availability of adequate funds is the major bottleneck on raising the state-of-the-art
infrastructure. To cope with the situation, the state government should provide liberal funds or it should
approach the centre to come to its rescue. Dr. SP Bansal, the present Vice-Chancellor, says that from Vision
Document 2020, he will lead the University to Diamond Vision-2030, when the University will complete 60
years.

The process of filling up the vacant teaching and non-teaching posts has already started. Hope, in the hands of
the present incumbent Vice-Chancellor, Dr. SP Bansal, who has taken over the charge after Prof. Sikander
Kumar who was nominated to Rajya Sabha, the University will definitely achieve new heights and explore new
horizons and earn name and fame, by adding the required excellent faculty which it had during its infancy.

The production of Himachal Pradesh University's "Kulgeet”, is the result of the thoughts that emanated from
the mind and soul of a thinker, who is none other than the former Vice Chancellor, HPU, Shimla, Dr. A.D.N.
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Bajpai. After being inspired by the Banaras Hindu University's "Kulgeet", he asked for a thorough revision of a
work by Acharaya Padamshree Abhiraj Rajendera Mishra. It not finding mention of the rivers of Himachal
Pradesh, he asked the writer to add something about the beautiful rivers. After adding a few lines, in praise of
Himachal Pradesh's beauty, the "Kulgeet" was given a thorough look from every angle of Himachal's dances,
deities legacies, snow culture, the age old legacies of 'Rishis', reminiscences of Nalanda and the sprawling
snow clad mountain range of Dhauladhar and the mention of cedars and the heights the HPU has touched in
its long journey.

The task of preparing the music was given to Acharya R. S. Shandil and his students, the University's Music
Department. The music of the "Kulgeet" is the result of two months' rigorous practice, which evokes the
unending music of the heavens.

Before the release of the "Kulgeet", it got the nod from the then following members of the University's
Executive Council. The then Education Minister, Himachal Pradesh, Mr. Suresh Bhardwaj (Now Town and
Urban Development Minister), Prof. Pankaj K. Singh, Prof. Bal Krishan, Prof. B. P. Mahajan, Prof. Dhani Ram,
Prof. Niraj Sharma, Prof. Abha Malhotra and me (Waryam Singh Bains).

It got the final approval from the Chancellor, H. P. Governor and the State Administration. To listen to the
melody of the "Kulgeet", visit You-tube. Though all the Vice-Chancellors of the University gave their best but
Dr. KC Malhotra, Dr. C. L. Kundu, Dr. Anil Wilson, Dr. HP Dixit and Prof. A.D.N. Bajpai were a class apart. It
would not be out of place to mention here that late Mr. M.K. Kaw, a senior bureaucrat and Dr. Anil Wilson are
still remembered for heading their respective administrative and academic reforms committees.

Now, another University namely, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel University, Mandi, has been set up at Mandi, by the
present Chief Minister Mr Jairam Thakur. But Himachal Pradesh Unviersity will always remain Mother

University of all these universities.
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YAADON KI BARAAT- OUR HALCYON MBA DAYS IN HP UNIVERSITY!

-Dr. Purnima Chauhan

IAS, Retd, MBA Batch 1980-82

&

Dr Rajinder Chauhan

Sr Industrial Advisor, (Retd.) Govt of HP, MBA 1979-81

When | joined the MBA programme of HPU in 1980, | had no clue that my life
was about to take a major turn. Change was not new to me! In fact, it was a
constant in our peripatetic life led as an army daughter. School hopping >
nearly every year with Dad’s transfers was routine and we took it in our \
stride. Having navigated the diverse syllabus, uniforms, atmosphere of most of

the convent schools in Chandigarh, erstwhile Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, | landed in
Loreto Convent Tara Hall, Shimla, and immediately fell in love with the snow fringed lawn of this vintage
building. In those “Achhe Din” we jay-walked into Loreto Convent Tara Hall school as tourists and within two
hours over a warm cup of tea in the parlour with the Principal Mother Consigliore, | walked out as a newly
admitted student! Today we would not believe this episode as it is the stuff that dreams and fairy tales are
made of.Perhaps being from Loreto Delhi was the clincher in getting instant admission into class 10 in this
prestigious school.

Once again, as a family we had impulsively put the cart before the horse! Finalising a school before deciding on
the city or house of your choice is certainly unconventional! But | guess army lends an easy air of adaptability
since we are wont to have “ghat ghat ka paani” with frequent transfers! A home in Kelston near Longwood
was the beginning of my Shimla ki deewangi and the freewheeling camaraderie that everyone shared while
“Malling” an activity that meant walking rounds of the fashionable Mall Road where much of Cupid’s action
blossomed quietly.

My graduating from St Bede’s College with a gold medal surprised me more than anyone else. But | was even
more astonished at sailing through the MBA admission test of HP University that had stiff competition being a
much coveted programme. The co-ed University atmosphere jolted us out of the sheltered cocoon of a girl’s
college. The group discussion during MBA admission test attracted an unprecedented audience since we were
six Bedians pitted strategically against each other. It should have come as no surprise that subsequent ragging
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was clearly directed to bring us down from the stereotypical image of the ‘high horse ¢ that presumably all
Bedians rode. Well prejudice prevails in all institutions and we were at the receiving end...romance turned the
tables! And good ol’ harmless ragging was the ice breaker about which seniors salivated and freshers dreaded!

Seniors kept an eagle eye out for any fresher blessed with even a remote semblance of talent in any field!
Trust me if such harmless ragging instead of stark sadism was the norm in all educational institutions no Court
would have banned this practice that actually helped shed many inhibitions and created cherished memories
that many alumni now share over a beer! In our case my senior, now my husband, Rajinder Chauhan’s
popularly called Raju’s unwavering focus on me was disconcerting to say the least. Secretly | was flattered by
this attention showered on me by this very popular, handsome, fiery young debator who was gallant enough
to ensure that the ragging doesn’t get ugly.

‘If music be the food of love, play on, play on’ wrote the Bard in Twelfth Night! The nostalgia of my university
days is peppered with musical interludes! Shimla, the queen of the hills, is also popular as the favourite abode
of Cupid whose love darts pierce hills and valleys to find and bind soul mates until every “patta patta boota
boota” knows “haal hamara jaane re”! Having discovered wide ranging budding talent during MBA ragging
freshers were summarily ordered by the senior “sirs” and “mams” to put their best foot forward in dancing,
acting, mimicking, singing, poetry to win the Inter Faculty Trophy by beating the permanent challenge that the
Law faculty gleefully posed to our Commerce Faculty!

While practising the Lata song, “aap ki nazron ne samjha pyaar ke kaabil mujhe, dil ki aii dhadkan thehr jaa mil
gai manzil mujhe” from the film Adalat little did | know that my husband-to-be, Raju, stopped in his tracks on
hearing my voice! Mesmerised, he walked into the auditorium and kept looking unblinkingly at me which was
very disconcerting until it dawned on me later that wicked Cupid was turning his arrow! “Zara nazron se keh do
jee nishana chook na jaaye!! Suffice it to say that Raju missed his bus to return home that evening. Not
surprisingly he continued to miss the homebound bus every day since | had joined the Chandrabhaga hostel!
To join the hostel | had convinced my parents that a 12 km walk to and fro daily was impeding my studies!
Later they knew better!

If this unerring Do dil mil rahen hain “heart trouble” took some time to dawn on me it was clearly visible to our
delighted friends. These pals are still a vital part of our slice of a Bollywood romance! It is strange how they
continue to add chapters to our memory of those halcyon days. Raju and |, in a world of our own, walked on a
cloud blissfully unaware of much that was happening around us! Even today we laugh at the parallels of our
story with old romantic Hindi films of holding hands under the library table while staring unseeing into thick
management tomes. Of a library table being unofficially reserved just for us until one wannabe fresher
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invaded this privacy to get Raju’s attention that led to a full blown war between us! Of he and his pals pushing
me into joining them for tea at Shahji ka dhaba by throwing a well aimed cardboard carton from the first floor
that landed with a loud thump on my library table shattering the silence forcing me to hastily abandon
preparing reference notes! My blushing deep red at the embarrassment of the sniggers that followed with
some serious candidates tapping their pens on the tables to restore silence! The Earth could have happily
swallowed me!

Memories return of merrymaking in our ramshackle MBA department. We could not bear the ignominy of it
being labelled as “cowsheds” so the inimitable Bedians decided to take matters into their own hands. Much to
the amusement of our amazingly intellectual and completely unconventional Head of Dept, Dr MK Sharma, we
asked for brooms to clean up the “cowsheds” and plant flowers in the surroundings! | have a strong suspicion
that this instinctive action did much to instil respect in his heart that replaced the inherent bias against
Bedians being candy- floss type.

Freshers are fledglings trying to find their feet in a new milieu. As an attempt to cobble a cultural performance
for the seniors we did an impromptu gypsy dance! Lo and behold - it made headlines for all the wrong reasons!
Props are always hard to find for our last minute acts! We converted our midi skirts into gypsy look by
stitching colourful streamers on them! Someone spread a malicious rumour that these girls were dancing in
‘paper skirts”! Well we could not have scotched that rumour since there was nothing like digital social media.
But its unwitting outcome was that any MBA performance had a “house full”’. Our desire to keep the Faculty
banner high made cultural evenings follow galore. Despite the senior junior divide we all had an unwritten
pact to excel in all spheres so that competition comes nowhere near breasting the tape for Commerce Faculty.
This strong bonding for the Faculty led us to many memorable eleventh hour wins despite odds being stacked
against us!

For a prestigious Inter Faculty Event | remember becoming ‘Indira Gandhi” in 15 minutes and frantically
looking through stacks of old “Eve’s Weekly” magazines to get the white streak with zinc oxide on the correct
side in the hair! Despite Ms Gandhi’s iconic persona we were lucky to resolve our dilemma by finding a small
black and white picture! Even today we break into laughter recalling our frantic search for a bandgala for our
“healthy” version of Giani Zail Singh and fretting why he could not fit into any of the white churidars in our
wardrobe. Ultimately we settled for a wedding achkan and grey trousers for him. The dialogues and action
sequence was innovated and spontaneously spouted out only once as we walked into the auditorium for
braving the last lap to the trophy that seemed out of reach! Amazingly every loose piece of this jigsaw fell into
place and we walked away with the first prize and the overall trophy. Our joy knew no bounds when next year
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too we repeated this miracle. Our ever smiling classfellow, Amarchand, who adds cheer to the bohemian town
of Manali with his enigmatic smile after retiring from the Indian Forest Service, crafted the way to our win.
Had

RK Narayan met Amarchand he would have penned a Mougli type adventure series on him. As we were losing
the trophy battle Amarchnd took mere 15 minutes to shave off his head and reinvent himself as Gandhiji in
complete outfit- with round spectacles and a watch hanging from his dhoti! An alarmed goat was found and
tied to a cot on the stage! However we discovered that our “Gandhiji’s” motivation to get a bald pate was
clearly attributable to the pretty young girls enacting Manu and Miraben with Gandhiji’s arms around them for
the longest time even while receiving the first prize and the trophy! However Amarchand’s delight stemmed
more from this unique opportunity to embrace beauty than the actual award. He was on a high treating all of

us to the hot dogs and gulab jamuns from the famous Calm Café that was our local 5 star eatery!

Amarchand’s rendezvous on the stage had another eventful episode where for the fancy dress event he
sported blue denim jeans and frayed jacket with sharp “dum maro dum’ style handlebar moustaches, a polka
dotted colourful bandana, round Gandhi goggles and a chillum without any smoke to join a band of the 1970s
pot smoking group on stage. Despite this authentic outfit Amarchand’s undying love for the canine species
made him pick a stray dog and put a leash to channelize him onto the stage; but the puppy had a mind of its
own. Evidently he had stage fright and nil interest in the arclights! The more amarchand tugged at his leash
the more the puppy bared his teeth to growl his displeasure until our newly minted Ganja type nearly fell
backwards to make a hasty dog pulled exit from the stage leaving everyone in fits of laughter. Again
Amarchand walked away with the first prize! In retrospect | think this episode may have been the reason
behind his animated stint in the wildlife sector during his career!

My reminiscences of those beete hue dins would be incomplete without recalling the stellar roles played by my
pals Arjeet Baweja (nee Rekhi) now in New Zealand who joined the hostel primarily to discover the formula
that | used to stay on top of the class. Seeing my schedule close up and after having issued all vital MBA
reading material from the library Arjeet sat me down to advise me to cut down on my rendezvous with Raju
and focus on my studies! Pritima, my dear roommate, had realised much earlier that this advice was in vain and
became my partner in crime. When we joined Chandrabhaga hostel we were boycotted by the other girls as
they felt that Bedians were some kind of non- virtuous, polluting virus! To be honest we tried every trick to
befriend them and it ultimately worked. I still recall that evening before the critical 4™ semester MBA exam
when at midnight our creative juices began to flow! We abandoned the tedium of revision to put our heads
together to devise naughty rhyming slogans and quiet as mice tip toed to paste them on each of the 16 hostel
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room doors using wet atta as glue. We pasted one slogan on our door to avoid suspicion. As expected there
was mayhem in the morning as girls read the slogans that succinctly described their defining traits — some
were amused, other furious enough to complain against us! But the hard evidence of a slogan on our door too
smartly deflected attention away from us!

| still retain a copy of those rhymes coined in 30 minutes as a measure of our creativity to beat the exam blues!
Astonishingly, we all did so well in our exam and this jazbaa stood us in good stead in life. Raju was the first to
land a government job even before completing his MBA as he had to ask for my hand in marriage! At that
critical juncture | am sure his expertise in quiz and being President of the Young Speakers Club had much to do
with his answering my father’s searching questions with aplomb.

To my utter surprise | cleared the Civil Service exam in the first attempt.Until my days as a probationer in HIPA
(Himachal Institute of Public Administration) the onerous responsibility this job entails had not completely
dawned on me. Our children still call marriage at 24 years as cradle snatching. Hence juggling an inter-cultural
marriage with motherhood at 25 and a challenging job was definitely a tall order but memories of these good
times raised the boat very often. But change having been a constant in my life helped me tide over these
landmark days that transformed me as they challenged every fibre of my being.

Raju and | both recall the time when my unsuspecting father in his olive green great coat drove into the
University on his scooter almost directly into us as we walked under one umbrella - ik chhattri aur hum hain
do, ab kya ho kuchh to karo! We nearly froze since it seemed the romantic cat was out of the bag! Well we
were rudely jolted out of our moonstruck reverie and before Dad could register what happened both of us
bolted to opposite sides with the umbrella fallen midway looking guilty as hell! If Dad had guessed he never
quizzed me about the incident.

No wonder that later in life this “jazbaa” of ‘work-life-fun” balance took us places. Arjeet bravely took the
major plunge of leaving excellent jobs to relocate to NZ that has given the entire family a fillip that they could
never have envisioned. Despite being a small town girl Pritima proved her mettle in the hardcore corporate
sector of Delhi to come out tops and continues to meet new challenges with the deep rooted values ingrained
in magical Shimla and those memorable university days and friends. Himalini joined the Indian Revenue Service
and has many firsts to her credit as a star performer. To our children’s delight she mischievously recounts our
numerous library episodes, rendezvous in and out of class with animated debates on socio-economic- political

issues stimulated with endless cups of tea on the library steps!
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Renu Puri Khosla, our rock of Gibraltar, whom we called “mother” for her innate wisdom and perfectionism,
continues to be a precious sounding board when in doubt. Bindu Mehta Sikand with her buoyant vibrant fiery
zest for making the world a better place was nicknamed “granny”. Unconventional, feisty Bindu would brerak
into our favourite numbers as we walked miles to the Mall. “There’s a kind of hush all over the world” to
“killing me softly with his song” were like an on-going antakshri which no Spotify could ever beat.

As | hear the Mary Hopkins number
“once upon a time there was a tavern,
where we raised a glass or two” |
~ wistfully recall our memorable MBA
N days where shaking a leg with our class
fellows raised eyebrows with the rest of
the University until our young Head of
the Dept signalled green by joining us
with total gusto. | wistfully remember
our set of teachers who encouraged
Raju in sports and debates where he
won not just accolades but my heart
too. Raju has fond memories of
debating with none other than our

eminent Sh JP Naddaji who was the
bulwark for the Law faculty and is now
the pride of the country. Those were the
days when a Pritima, myself and Raju in

Pritima, myself and Raju in the University MBA meet 1980

the University MBA meet 1980 reclusive future President of Afghanistan, HE Hamid Karzai, was studying at HP
University. Our faculty, mentors and friends took all this in their stride and loved just us as we were,
overlooking many of our pranks. They remain friends even today.

Our alumni groups now weave a bond that can only be shared by people who go back a long way! As Himalini
described it so beautifully with such pals conversation begins without commas and full stops even if we left it
at a meeting years ago! Thank god for wassap, insta, facebook that has reconnected us as an alumni physically
and virtually to meet and share these and many more instances, pictures, updates that we can never get
enough of. The list of HP University friends cutting across all faculties is too long to share here individually, but
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each one inhabits an exclusive niche in our hearts. We hope that our ways continue to cross as we walk into
the sunset of life. During the last 4 decades many of those young faces have gone, ‘bichhde sabhi baari baari”,
yet their legacy and ‘yaadon ki baraat’ remains as a cherished memory making us look forward to each alumni
event creating more memorable moments. Hence this story has a sequel that will be shared in the next issue.

Education Is The Manifestation

Of Perfection Already Existing

In Man.

~ SWAMIVIVEKANANDA ~
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First Decade of the Department of English
(HP University, Summer Hill)

-Dr. Suresh Sharma

Master’s in English Literature and Ancient History. Recipient of two gold medals;
CSGM, DHMS (Homoeopathy and Bio-chemic System of Medicine); Honoured by
Lalit Kala Akadami and Sanskar Bharti. Author of ‘Astronomical Milestones of the
Four Eras’ and ‘Four Eras of the Battling Gods and Mortals.’

Himachal Pradesh University was established on 22nd July 1970 to
provide higher education to the urban, rural and tribal areas of the State
through formal and distant education modes. The University is located at
Summer Hill and now is spread across an area of around 240 bighas
surrounded with lush green jungle having rhododendron, silver oak, pine, and deodar trees. At the incipient
period of its formation, the University faculties functioned in very modest and humble wooden cabin
structures, completely merged with its natural Pahari surroundings. It provided a cosy and serene atmosphere
to its students.

After doing BSc | sought admission in the Department of English in the year 1975. The
department of English was established in the year 1971, and it offered Master’s degree and
subsequently MPhil in 1974, followed by Doctor of Philosophy. The founder Vice-Chancellor
Prof RK Singh is rightly credited with bringing to the Department, some of the finest
scholars from all over the country like Prof BK Tripathi and Prof K Chatterjee. When | took
admission in Post-graduation Centre at Summer Hill, Dr. BK Tripathi was the Head of the
Department, and the faculty included Dr GR Sud, Dr BS Pathania, Dr K Chatterjee, Dr Atma
Ram and in the year 1976 we had Dr Kataria. In 1978 the Department had Prof Jaidev pr. AtmaRam Sharma
Sharma also. All the professors were very friendly, courteous and intelligent, and best in

their respective fields of studies.

Remembering Dr Atma Ram Sharma, he was the Principal of Govt. College Hamirpur before joining University.
He had done extensive tours of USA and UK for delivering lectures on comparative study of the education
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patterns in these countries. He visited Universities of Cambridge, London, California, Los Angeles, Georgia,
Athens, and Virginia Polytechnic Institute for his lectures.

He was the first from Himachal Pradesh to be selected for the study tour entitled Indian University
Administrators Project. Dr Atma Ram Sharma was witty, sarcastic and a critique par excellence. Can’t forget
him! Dr Tripathi, Head of the Department, was very pleasant to talk with, a very fine, lovable teacher. No
student ever missed his lectures. pmmmwRITHIT
Prof. =~ BK  Tripathi immensely | g:vgg ’ oy
contributed to establish the literary | g g | ‘6
traditions that brought prestige and ' |

glory to the department. :

Dr Chatterjee taught at Wisconsin
University, but the love for India 4 e QY. TS . ] p N
brought him back to the soil of his | & (AR et e -

birth. After teaching a few years at e e - .

\’

h inik h finall h Sitting from Left to Right: Kaushaylya Thakur, Dr Pankaj Khanna, Reeta Handa, Dr BS
Shantiniketan € nally chose Pathania, Dr GR Sud, Dr Kataria, Amia Jha, and Anita Dutta.

Himachal University. He was very  standing from Left to Right: Savita Sharma, Renu Vasistha, Ramesh Gupta, Suresh Sharma,
intelligent and often challenged Urmil, Meena Pathania, Anita Sud, Kalpanz%higrlri\aa, Rekha, Ajeeta Thakur, Chanchal Sharma,
anybody to ask any word from any

dictionary for spelling and its meaning. He was an encyclopaedia and a dictionary in himself. He would often
sit with his one leg crossed over the other; eyes closed for 40 minutes period and deliver a nonstop lecture. It
was difficult to take such rapid notes from him, so two students would write down alternate sentences and
then rewrite the notes after the class was over. He taught us the phonetics of the language and often
sounded amusing. Dr Chatterjee was a lost philosopher, not infrequently he was seen wearing two different
coloured socks under his shoes; he would often kick-start and speed away on his scooter before his wife could
seated on the back seat of his scooter leaving behind his wife helpless on the road. Sadly enough, disillusioned
by the bureaucratic corruption, he returned to University of Santiniketan. Dr BS Pathania, prepared his
lectures well, would answer any query of the students without ever getting annoyed. Dr GR Sud taught old
English history and poetry. He was a thorough gentle personality. In this decade, i.e., 1971-1981, the centre of
activity, be it classroom studies or tea and lunch breaks, was the old campus, and the canteen situated below

the row of wooden cabins. It was a busy, cosy, and very friendly atmosphere from 10 am to 4.30 pm.
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The memoir is not complete if | don’t remember the classmates also. Some of the unforgettable classmates
with whom | am in touch or not are: Ramesh Gupta, who after doing diploma in Business Management served
some of the famous medical companies and finally retired as Principal of Senior Secondary School, Suni; Amia
Jha, after his schooling at BCS New Shimla, was a throughout topper. His English accent was marvellous. After
his Master’s he worked as journalist for India’s leading newspapers. He had a tragic end, he died of cancer and
never married; Reeta Handa, had a flare for art and craft. She was the student member of the editorial board
for the magazine Devdaru run by HP University; Savita Sharma, was a very prolific and good reader, retired as

R W '
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Girl students enjoying the exhibition Students looking at the painting

senior officer from UCO bank; Dhruv Sharma, who was my classmate in BSc also, and a dear friend, worked as
Language Officer in PNB; Meena Pathania taught English in a convent school at Chamba; Anita Sud, a little
reserved but finest of the personalities, also taught English Language in an educational institution; GD Kalia,
simple but smiling personality, retired from SBI as a senior officer: Anita Dutta, Rekha, Renu Vasistha, Urmil,
Kaushalya, Kalpana, Ajeeta Thakur and Krishna Banerjee were other classmates all having unique personalities
and thoughts.

During this period, | made few rapid portrait sketches of my classmates and teachers which included Meena
Pathania, Urmil, Kalpana, Dhruv Sharma, Ramesh Gupta, Professor Robin Brooks of California University, a
visiting faculty; and an oil-paint portrait of Anita Sud; beside many portraits of my friends from other
departments of HP University. | also painted landscapes of Summer Hill. This activity culminated into the first
ever exhibition of Paintings and Photography in University campus from 25" April to 30" April 1981. | did
Diploma in French and Master’s degree in History, and grabbed two gold medals.

| am indebted to my finest of the teachers that | had in English Department and few unforgettable classmates
that were instrumental in influencing and moulding my future. Love you all!
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My Student Days in HP University: A Deluge of HAPPY MEMORIES

-Dr. Shramja Munjal
Associate Professor, St. Bede’s College, Shimla

The most enjoyable, lovable, memorable and fanciful phase of my life has
been my university years. | still have some of the memories of university
fresh in my mind which fills me with nostalgia and cheerfulness. Spending
four years at a stretch for M.Sc. and M.Phil. was a great experience of hard
work, learning, struggle and enjoyment as well? If | stop and try to recollect

the days, hours spent in Bio-

Sciences department, library,

coffee house and Shah ji ka dhaba(bread pakoras and elaichi
chai), I can see it all clearly and feel as if those days were not
very long ago. Fond memories of the University evoke the
images of people, places and time spent with teachers, seniors,
juniors and many more. Welcome and farewell parties were
always an attraction.

University years were challenging and enlightening experience
for me. It is here | met some of the wonderful teachers and
worthy role models who always inspired and motivated me. To
name a few are- Prof. T. N. Lakhanpal, Prof. V. K. Rai, Prof.
Surinder Mann, and Late (Prof.) Mukesh Seth. | would like to
share one incident in M. Sc., we used to have our practicals in
the afternoon upto 5pm and Dr. Mukesh wouldn’t allow us to
go home until we showed him the permanent slide despite our
requests that we would miss our bus being day scholars. But
his training and grinding helped me in training my students at
- St. Bede’s. | always miss you sir.

| can’t forget my daily visits to cafeteria in the morning only
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after reaching university during my M.Phil. and when we would reach our research lab, my guide would always
ask us-—- (chai pee aye tum log). That was really fun, chit chating with other friends of the university.

Working in my research lab was a great learning experience. We were around 6-8 students, some my seniors
and some juniors. We had an environment where we worked with co-operation and harmony with one
another. Sometimes we had hot discussions on various topics on politics, career and many more. It was always
a learning and joyful experience.

| finished my M.Phil. in 1985 and started my Ph.D. work immediately. However, | joined at MLSM College
immediately, Sundernagar in 1986 and then at St. Bede’s in 1987. It was difficult for me to concentrate in my
teaching work and research work. It was my teacher, guide and mentor, Prof. T.N. Lakhanpal who motivated
me to continue my work and finish it. With his co-operation and guidance | could complete my Ph.D. in 1992.
Otherwise, | would have left this assignment incomplete.

The list of memories is endless and I still miss people, places, time, fun which we had in the University.

| can relate to everything I left behind. And I wish all the students of the University best of everything for their

“A nation is advanced in

proportion to education

and intelligence spread
among the masses.”
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Reminiscences of my Alma Mater

-Dr. Mamta Mokta

Dean Faculty of Social Science

&

Chairperson, Department of Public Administration
Himachal Pradesh University

My heart is filled with immense pride, fondness, gratitude coupled with
nostalgia and longing as to how those wonderful years flew by. What a

marvellous journey we came to University as strangers and then we left
University as friends loaded with memories full of life, thrill and excitement. We

were fortunate to be taught by amazing teachers those meticulously taught us lessons of life. Memories of
our worthy teachers classrooms, ragging, sha ji da Dhaba, freshers party, picnic party, classroom lectures,

discussions with friends, eve teasing, political turmoil and elections those were full of action and life is vividly
sketched in my memory. Our ragging was blending of singing, dancing, cracking jokes, lots of scolding and
ridiculing. | still remember the day that on our senior’s direction we all were shouting loudly in Advanced
studies that we are administrators “Asi Administrators honde hain.” Ragging helped us in learning humility,
politeness and to be comfortable with one’s personality and body. The habit of addressing sir or madam got
wired into me after ragging only. While walking from Summer Hill chowk to our class rooms we used to wish
all our seniors. Seniors also shared tips of studies and some grand seniors shared their notes withus also.
Delightful memories of our university time are still fresh in our mind.

Memories of awesome fresher party are still fresh in my mind. We all continued that tradition and we became
seniors and we had most wonderful time with our juniors. Our teachers were our God at that time we never
missed any class and after classes also we use to sit in our classrooms and used to prepare for Administrative
services at that time. Our time in University as student was unique and unforgettable memories that will last
for a lifetime and emanate a pleasant feeling. Best time in my life was when | was a student in University
although | am teacher now in University but the time as student was excellent. University life is that part of

our life that will relive in my memories till | breathe. | can very humbly say | am what | am because of my Alma
Mater.
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Seasons will come seasons will go
Everything will wither away from life as we all know
But one thing will remain as fresh as dew

Sweet memories of my alma mater in my life

1
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Down The Memory Lane

-Dr Gitanjali Thapar
Himachal Pradesh University Institute of Legal Studies, Ava-Lodge, Shimla

“I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence

Two Roads diverged in a wood, and I-

| took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference”

The year 1981, when | was born, was resplendently rich with the numerous stars in the Himachal Pradesh
University (Pic.1) | grew up in the academic environment, meeting and discussing literature and academics
every now and then, till | joined the University in the year 1999, as an honours graduate from St. Bede’s. At
that stage of life, enrolling in a University Course infused a life-force of accountability as shifting from only
girls’ college to a co-education institute demanded a change of perception. Shift from a golden period to a
golden era. Gradually the gender issues disappeared with the friendly associates and harmonious ambience of
the department.

While admission counselling was held | clearly recall Prof. Girija Sharma Ma’dm asking me the academic
interests and most importantly my expressed desire to pursue my Doctors under her guidance. The entire
faculty of the department seemed like a treasure house of knowledge. The English Department reckoned with
the glorious literary time periods of English Literature as each faculty member epitomised the eternities they
taught. Lectures delivered by our esteemed and respectful teachers, Prof. Girija Sharma, Prof. Pankaj. K. Singh,
Prof. Jaywanti Dimri, Prof. V.P. Sharma Sir were like reliving the 14th century to the 19th century. Infused with
intellectual thoughts the historical blended with the contemporary and the Indian with the Canadian.

A rare reminiscence of a sparrow visiting our class room, adjacent to the office, only in Sir V.P’s class is still a
mystery, if it had connections with Conrad’s Heart of Darkness or to the Belgian sailor. The silent spectator
was often noticed engrossed in the narratives. Would have captured it, had it been the techno savvy, selfie
clicking, and reels addictive times of smartphones likes now. The birdie was blessed indeed.
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MA English students and teachers..HP
Univ..1981 ..HPU Guest House

If it was not Coffee with Karan, it was

Coffee at the Calm Café, a reason for getting together and
the bundle of joy and the gaiety enjoyed there, over Keats’s
Poem, or the procrastination of Prufrock or of Chinua
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart is nostalgic. | can still recall from
the depths of my memory the narratives and the echoes, the

quotes and the unquoted, while slogging downhill back
home.

The colonial imprints were also visible in the old structures housing different departments like the Visual Arts
and Mass Communication, where number of friends pursued courses simultaneously. Major Facelift is now
visible and in the campus, as per various NACC requirements manifold advancements have eased out various
academic pursuits, offline and online.

Along with the happy memories some gripping feelings of awe and fear holds me when | remember the times
of violence in the University. The stone pelting and the rounds of blame games, all used to ruin the academic
environment and the stigmas leaving pool of blood in the streets and a gruesome silent atmosphere with
innumerable and perplex unanswered questions. As it takes both sun and rain for a flower to grow, the
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campus is now an abode of thousands of students all over
India and abroad with renowned academicians and the
university is scaling new heights and setting new
benchmarks.

The good old days at the campus were the most enriching
years of my life. Apart from routine classes spending time in
the repository of wonderful treasure of books; the folio and
the finely bound, visiting the Library was a biological custom.
The Corpus was colossal, | can still feel the touch of the
velvety hardbound, the smudgy pastel yellowish paper and
the old Bibliochor. The maroonish red and the ink blue jacket,
' holding epochs of considerations and hours of
contemplations. The imprint “Shakespeare The Tempest or
Beckett’s Godot, all rested in the house of books. | still yearn
to go back and walk around and in between the almirahs

stacked with plethora of written scripts and manuscripts.

Recapitulating one of the finest memory on HPU campus is my Doctoral with Prof. Girija Sharma. Her elegance
and astuteness is reflective of the pure soul and a beautiful human being she is. She infused in me a zeal to
strive and to be determined, she not only guided me academically but in the intermingling crossroads of my
life also. | learned, and she mentored me wherever and whenever | needed her support. Seeking her blessings
every Deepawali is a family ritual.

Can’t miss to mention her visit to UILS, as a Resource Person in a Workshop which happened to be convened
by me. My most prized possession.

At life’s juncture | always wanted to be an academician and it so happened that the first Lecture delivered in
my life was in the English department, the year 2004 April, all decked up in the newly wed attire. A new life
began then on. By God’s grace | am a part of Himachal University as a Teaching Faculty since 2009. The
academic life at University Institute of Legal Studies carved a new me. Owing to my Alma Mater | look forward
to a life dedicated to my lovely students at UILS and the Himachal Pradesh University, with all my heart.
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A Warm Phase in Cold Shimla

-Dr. Rakesh Kapoor
Retired Principal, at present, Ombudsperson (MGNREGA)

| am really grateful and feel obliged, as given, an opportunity to revisit and
revive the happy memories of my Alma Mater, The Himachal Pradesh
University, Summer Hill. Though engulfed in varied responsibilities, duties,
tensions and many more, | feel rejuvenated and young as | travel back in the
year 1978, when | had felt so proud to be the part of the University for

pursuing higher education. \ 5

The University is situated on one of the seven hills, where the city of Shimla

B
R Y

dwells. It has the picturesque beauty; Chedwick falls, Advance Studies, Boileauganj Tample, Sankat Mochan,
Chaura Maidan and others for the young soulful hearts to roam about, life being a beautiful dream, a fantasy.

| was the M.Com., student,our classes ran in the barrack type small sheds, Education did happen as there were
both dedicated teachers and seeking students. At present there are huge concrete buildings. | still remember
one instance, when someone wrote on the outside wall of the office of our Department of Commerce “GURU
BANIYA VIBHAG”. No one in the department pointed it except Prof. R.N.Singh the Chairman of the
department; he took our class, scolded for such immature behavior unexpected of the pupil seeking higher
education. It is through him that we learnt the lesson of keeping the decorum and discipline, so important in
life.

Commerce Department was a part of Management Department and most of the teachers of Management
taught us. After the marathon class of Prof. B. K. Bali, every one found an urgent need of refreshing tea; Calm
café and Pandit ji’s shop were ever full, so a big group of the class found solace at the small tuck shop raised
on wooden pillars. The proprietor first lighted a kerosene stove and tea would be ready in half an hour or so,
meanwhile the peers had hot discussions, sometimes very serious, sometime light hearted, as if they have to
bear the burden of the whole world.

After of the M.Com. | joined the Department of Law for doing LL.B. Prof. B.R.Chauhan was the chairman, he
taught us International Law, was really an examplanary teacher also very strict and in case of the shortage of
attendance he did not allow any laxity and not even of a single lecture was granted to the student having
short attendance. However, he was so liberal in the class that after the attendance, anyone may move out of
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the class during his lecture. Then Dr. P.L. Mehta and Dr. A.S.Paul were the new faculty, however, | still am
bestowed with their love and support.

A few tit-bits of my University life were the mustache of one class fellow Mr. Rakesh Bermani, everyone made
jests about it. At this juncture of life one wonders about the immature behavior of the hot blooded fellows,
who used to have fights and quarrels, blood sheds at the slightest excuses, then there were picnics, welcome
and farewell parties where everybody have the marry time but a small group after having hard drinks use to
reign the show.

Along my M.Com. LL.B., | did Diploma in Yoga and Certificate Course in French, what | retain and cherish of my
University life is a long line of friends, well wishers and ultimately a good successful career owing a strong,
confident personality.
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HPU: My Karam Bhumi

-Prof. Keshav Chandra Sharma
Pofessor (Retd.), Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla

After my higher studies from Allahabad University (1959- 66), | was destined
to reach Shimla via Institute of Theoretical Physics (as a Post Doctoral
Fellow, 1966-68), University of Alberta, Edmonton (Canada); Punjab
University Chandigarh ; Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (during 1968-

70). | owe my gratitude to my teachers and mentors Prof. S.K.Joshi, Prof.
R.K.Pathria, Prof. H.S Hans and Prof. J. Mahanty for this journey.

In 1970, the Punjab University advertised the positions for Science Departments at its respective regional P.G.
Centres at Shimla and Rohtak. | applied and got the appointment as lecturer in Physics, opted for regional P.G.
Centre Shimla where the Director was Dr. Jagdish Chandra (Head of the Department of English). The Science
Departments had already started in July 1970. The first two appointments were of Dr. Bhuvan Chandra Pandey
(a man of spectroscopy, from P.U. Chandigarh) and Dr. Sat Prakash Sud (in Nuclear Physics, also from P.U.
Chandigarh). The Department of Physics was located in the Manse building. The Chemistry Department
became functional in the adjoining hall (now Gandhi Bhawan) under the headship of Dr. K. C. Malhotra. The
main office of Regional Centre was in the Dingle estate, where all the other departments were located. Some
portion of the estate was also used for residential purpose of the faculty members.

On July 22, 1970, the University of Himachal Pradesh came into existence by an act of the Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly, under the leadership of Dr. Y.S Parmar, the Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh. It was
the only University that was a Multi faculty, residential and affiliating University in the state devoted to
teaching and research and with extension programs so as to enable a student to obtain advantage of the
University education. On Jan. 25, 1971, the Union territory of Himachal Pradesh poised for full statehood in
the Union of India.

| joined the Department of Physics on September 1, 1970. It was a transition period when | reported joining to
Dr. Jagdish Chandra. Both my colleagues and friends helped me to settle down in Shimla. By October the name
of the Vice Chancellor, Dr. R.K. Singh, a well-known educationist, dynamic and visionary academician, was
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announced by the Government. Earlier Dr. Singh was the Vice Chancellor of Meerut University where he had
introduced many reforms in the educational system. In 1971, Dr. O.P.Bahl (from N.P.L. New Delhi) and Dr.
K.N.Shrivastava (with Ph.D. of IIT Kanpur, a student of P. Venkateshwarlu). A first group Photograph of the
first batch of M.Sc. students (1970-71) with Dr. Singh, Dr. Jagdish Chandra and faculty/ staff members is here to
refresh the pleasant memories.

In 1972 Dr. Amar Nath Maheshwari (a
student of Prof. S. Chandra Shekhar,
Nobel Laureate, and Univ. of Chicago)
joined the Department as Reader in
Physics. Initially, the Vice Chancellor had
offered the position of Professor and
Head, Department of Physics to Prof. A.K.
Rajagopal, a well-known Condensed
Matter Physicist from USA. He,
however, declined the offer. Dr.
R.P.Bajpai (in Particle Physics) joined the
department as a lecturer in 1972. After
that Prof. Ramesh Chandra (in Particle
Physics) was appointed as the Professor
and Head of the Department. Dr. S.
Mukherjee (in High Energy Physics) from

USA was appointed as a lecturer in
Physics. Dr. Dhani Ram Sharma (in Electronics, from Pilani) joined the department in 1974. After Prof. Ramesh
Chand left for United States, Dr. S. Rai Choudhry (High Energy Physics, from University of Delhi) was appointed
as the Head of the Department. Dr. B.K.Pal (Particle Physics) was another faculty member who joined the
Department in 1974. Overall, it was a good research group in High Energy Physics, Nuclear Physics and
Condensed Matter Physics which gave a direction to the Department in coming years.

It was really exciting for all of us when an International Conference on Statistical Physics was organized in 1972
jointly with the Department of Physics, Delhi University in which great and eminent scientists from Delhi
University, U.K. and Europe, like Prof. D. S. Kothari, Prof. D. Ter Haar, Prof. |. Progogine, were invited. White
Hotel of Shimla was the place where most of the guests/ participants were accommodated.
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Dr. Singh believed in immediate implementation of his plans. He took no time to get Summer Hill area for the
H.P.University campus, to get built class rooms and staff rooms in sheds for arts faculty, houses for the faculty
were built on the Tennis Court. Further work on developing housing facility was started on the present
University Teachers colony and for non-teaching employees on the other side of hill (Cheriton estate) and
hostels as a Master Plan. He further believed that The teaching faculty coming from different parts of the
country and abroad be provided with all the necessary facility/ furnishing in the residential Houses The faculty
of Law of the university came into existence on the day of establishment of the university. For full-fledged
Science Blocks (A and B) the work started which took some time and was complete by 1975. In 1976 the
science Departments were shifted from Manse bldg. to these two buildings.

There were two big heritage builldings. Having wooden structure, one was at the present central Library site
and another was at the Administrative building site. A solemn inauguration ceremony was organized in the
first heritage building in 1971 when along with our then Vice Chancellor Dr. Singh, Dr. Y.S. Parmar, the Chief
Minister of Himachal Pradesh and Shri Tapinder Singh, a very important leader in the Himachal Assembly
graced the occasion. Unfortunately, both these heritage buildings caught fire and were reduced to ashes at
different times before 1976.

Dr.R. K.Singh brought several stalwarts and distinguished professors in respective fields in different
Departments, like Prof. P.L. Bhatnagar in mathematics, Prof. Ravindra Kumar in History, and Dr. Gokak in
English in early seventies. He brought some innovative reforms through the semester system initially at P.G.
level, and subsequent improvements in the examination system as was being followed in best institutions of
the country. He always encouraged the faculty members to undertake research activities. | recall that in 1971,
on receiving a communication from ICTP Trieste for attending an international conference, Dr. Singh gave a
green signal to me. He was very affectionate towards his faculty members.

It was the beginning of the emergency period, imposed by the central Government and Dr. Singh ensured that
no faculty member was touched without his permission during this period. Even after 1975-76, | used to visit
Roorkee University and meet Dr. Singh at the residence of Dr. Kiran Singh (his son) on the University campus.
He used to enquire about any new developments in finer detail as per his master plan of the University
Campus at Summer Hill, Shimla.

At Summer Hill, initially Dr. Maheshwari remained the Head of the Department of Physics till mid-1977. For the
next two years, Prof. A.C. Jain from the Department of Chemistry, Dr. S.P. Sud, Dr. S.N.Dube from the
Department of Mathematics, and, Dr. R.P. Bajpai were given the charge of the Department. In 1979, Prof. [.M.
Govil (a nuclear scientist from Punjab University), joined as Professor and Head of the Department. In 1981,
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Professor A.W.Joshi from Poona joined as Head, the Department and remained till 1984. After that, Professor
R.L.Blokhra from the Department of Chemistry was given the charge of the Head of the Department. From
1985, the system of rotation within the Department started for the headship as the Chairman of the
Department. This year, | decided to join SSS Institute of Higher Learning, Prashanti Nilayam as Professor and
Head of the Department of Physics, where the department was well equipped with State-of-the-Art facility of
Laser Laboratory and Electronics Lab. with open ended experiments and computer lab. Lab environment was
also quite pleasant and open where students could do experiments at any time of the day as per their
convenience. In 1986-87, | got a research project from the University of Guelph, Canada, Accordingly | decided
to join that research project “Molecular Dynamics of Lorenz Gas”, and came back in 1987.

| got the opportunity to become the Chairman of the Department three times. During the first tenure (1987-
89), | took the initiative to equip the Physics lab with Laser experiments, open ended electronics experiments
and Transport Properties and Hall Effect measurements for M.Sc. Laboratory. Computational Physics lab was
also established to do some simple experiments and also an idea was floated that all the Science (and also
Economics) Departments should start their respective Computational Courses and also in Physics
Departments of different colleges in the state, which was done to certain extent. At the same time, tried to
build the Central Science Workshop (mechanical, electrical, electronics and also wooden) which could be used
by all the science Departments of the University. In 1989, the responsibility of Computer Center and Computer
Science came to me where | took the initiative to start M.C.A. Program with 15 students only. Though my
dream was to start a P.G. and research Program in Computer Science having a tie up with Defence Research
Development Organization (DRDO), but the proposal was denied by the Director DRDO in New Delhi, as this
facility was only open to good engineering colleges of the country.

Before the second tenure (1991-93) one of our friends Dr. R.C. Verma (a Particle Physicist from Punjab
University) joined the Department as Reader in Physics. , We along with Dr. P.K. Ahluwalia decided to go on a
book writing project, which took 3-4 years, initially in the form of a lecture series and then writing the book
“Computational Physics : An Introduction” In the last tenure (1997-99), a full-fledged computational Physics
Lab became functional in the department.

Next two years (1999-2001) were very productive for the University, which provided me a great satisfaction,
during this tenure as Dean of Studies many initiatives were taken: establishment of UIIT, the master plan of
networking on the campus, computerization of entrance examination and establishment of Cyber Café, and
the development of Intercom Telephone facility on the Campus (of course DID facility remained a dream due
to some technical reasons on the part of the Telecommunication Department) with the full support &
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blessings and firm determination of Prof. S.K. Gupta, the Vice Chancellor and other authorities of the
University, along with a team having my colleague and friend Dr. P.K. Ahluwalia. Initially, it was thought to
have an IIIT at the University campus, but as per the UGC norms it was not feasible. In this situation, the name
was changed to UNIT which was started within the UGC norms, with a firm notion that the standard of this
institute will be the same as of IlIT of the country, along with the integrated Master program in Information
Technology. A year after or so, on student’s demand, it got approval of AICTE to initiate an engineering
program on the campus.

It is great feeling to recall that a computer culture was initiated with a first Personal Computer (magnetic card
based) that was purchased in the Department of Physics around 1975 while still in Manse bldg. It was with the
support of Dr. Maheshwari that some progressive thinking went on and with him it was a very fruitful period
so far as the research atmosphere in the Department was concerned. He gave a series of lectures on Path
Integral Formulation of Quantum mechanics, Topology and myself gave lectures on Quantum Field theoretical
techniques. Other initiative were: to strengthen the electronics lab by bringing the microwave wave guide
experiment to measure the dielectric constant of solid and fluids, to start a Photography Club, with the
required infrastructure/ facility, that was continued to Summer Hill Campus for which the basic facility of dark
room was provided in the Department of Physics.

One may have many teachers, hut only one guru, who
remaing as one gura ever in many Oifferent lives, until
the oisciple reaches the final goal of emancipation in Goo.
You mast remember this, once that relationship is
formeo.

PARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA
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My Alma Mater - Always Young, Always Cheerful!!

-Dr Usha Bande
Retd. Principal, Govt. Degree College, Arki and Former Fellow, IIAS, Shimla

Memory has the unique attribute to select and eliminate, alter and
exaggerate; but “in the end it creates its own reality,” avers Salman Rushdie.
Toward this reality | would like to turn the pages of my notebook of

memories and open -- Bhanumati ka Pitara (1 won’t call it Pandora’s Box, for

obvious reasons) - with moments sweet and sour, elevating and enriching, but
always decorous and courteous.

Till 1970, colleges in Himachal Pradesh were affiliated to the Punjab University — a prestigious educational
institution, indeed; but one cannot deny that to have our own University means ‘to belong’. And
understandably, there was cheer in the academic circles with the announcement of HP University being
established ““as a response to the needs and aspirations” of the people.

To be candid, | did not have much affiliation or sense of belonging to any school so far. It was hop, stop and
jump from school to school, every two or three years, wherever father was transferred during his army years. |
joined HP University for M.Phil course in 1980-81 when | had already put in approximately 10 years of service as
a lecturer. That was the beginning of my journey of belonging and | am rightfully proud of my Alma Mater.

We, as college faculty were exempted from attending regular M.Phil classes and the joy of sitting on the
benches and listening to the erudite professors with rapt attention was missing for us. Anyway, we
compensated the lack with personal interactions with eminent professors like Prof. Som P. Ranchan, Prof
Atma Ram, Prof B.S.Pathania and Prof Jai Dev. | remember the days when | was stuck up with some tricky
issues in literary theory and then | would trudge all the way from RKMV to Summer Hill after finishing
teaching. Thankfully, never was | disappointed in my professors who would always be available for discussion
or explanation. Walking all through the densely wooded Summer Hill road was refreshing in itself. Since there
was scant traffic on this patch of the road, you could afford to be absent minded to enjoy the scenery en
route, stop a while to take pleasure in the perennial water spout trickling down a crack; but on the flip side of
it, sometimes if you remembered the story of the ‘Dhobi ka bhoot’ with horse hooves in place of hands, you
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almost sprinted through the isolated spot with uncanny haste. The story was much in circulation those days
but later | learnt that it was a popularly narrated tale in Shimla with ever-changing venue. So be it!!

Anyway, my association with the University was varied: as a faculty teaching in an affiliated college; as a
student browsing in the library; resource person at Academic Staff College; guest faculty in the Department of
English; and also working on some exciting projects like Forts and Palaces of Himachal Pradesh or European
travelers in Himachal Pradesh offered by Institute of Integrated Himalayan Studies, (incidentally, Forts and
Palaces was a joint project with Prof Him Chatterjee and this was published as a coffee table book with
colored photographs).

In brief, the University made me what | am. | still remember the day | showed my first term paper to Dr Atma
Ram expecting a ‘shabash’. He read through the script, looked at me briefly and said, “good analysis but why
this flowery English? crossing two of my opening paragraphs. Let me mention that | used to write newspaper
articles much in the 19™ century English literature style that my generation had almost internalized. “Well,
that’s magazine style not academic. Use direct and simple sentences. Hit the nail on the head” he said. A great
turning point, indeed!! From thence on, | learnt assiduously to write in an organized manner with precise
expressions which stood me in good stead later in my research and other writings. | did my Ph.D under him
and learnt many finer and subtle points of research writing.

For my M.Phil dissertation | was to write on “Metaphysical Reality in William Golding’s Novels,” a difficult
writer with an esoteric blend. | sweated, literally, on the subject, read metaphysics; peered over
incomprehensible ideas and struggled comprehend the subject but ultimately | was a gainer with a Gold Medal
in my bag. Thanks to late Prof Ranchan who had helped me through this.

Time passed, as is its wont, quickly. The English department changed hands and | found my students at the
helm of affairs — nothing can be more satisfying for a teacher. Overwhelming affection and undiluted respect
came my way; reason enough to visit the premises even after retirement.

The exuberance of youth is always infectious; you shed your years, mentally though and feel as young as they
are. These are the perks of the teaching profession.

That is my Alma Mater, always young, always cheerful!!
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“Continual intellectual study results in
vanity and the false satisfaction of an
undigested knowledge.”
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UIIT - The Ground Beneath my Feet and The Sky Above My Head

-Vijay Kumar Sharma
Adobe Consultant
Founder Travellingcamera.com

There are some moments that take us back into the past, which are full of
memories and evoke different emotions in us. One of the common threads
in these memories is about friends that | made at different phases of life and
who are still in touch, despite not being in the same geography. Many times,
| feel that our brain works like a linked-list, a computer science concept

which is about one thing pointing to another and the chain goes on. Our

Brain works the same way. We enter the memory lane through some

conversation and then it keeps navigating to different other connected memories. So coming back to ‘friends’,
| made some great friends during my college time and a recent conversation with one of the most respected
mentors from our time in the University, Dr P. K. Ahluwalia, refreshed these memories and | recalled the
different people | met and how they influenced my journey so far.

While at HPU Campus, | was a student of UIIT (University Institute of Information Technology). The institution
was in its early years of existence and as a student certainly | was somewhat unsure if it was a right choice for
me or not. Before joining the institute | had limited exposure about how one should choose an institution.
Some of my classmates were much better aware on this front than | was. But at the same time, there were a
few things that always helped me stay confident in my decision and just keep looking forward. At that time,
Dr. Ahluwalia was leading the institution as the Director of UIIT and this was also the time when everyone was
passionately trying to establish UIIT as a great educational institute. And this was also the time when many of
us students used to associate UIIT with Ahluwalia Sir. However, | am also grateful to the entire staff of UIIT for
taking the institute to a stage where we were able to manage campus placements for our batch. This was one
of the most crucial points of career growth for many. | was able to get a campus placement and that’s the best
way to enter into the software industry. | am not sure how many institutes are able to pull it off for their initial
batches. In 2001, UIIT was also the only institute in HPU campus to run an undergraduate course. That meant
that at a relatively young age, we were getting exposed to a lot of things in the wonderful environment of
university campus. Things like having a library to read in, being surrounded by civil services aspirants preparing
and PhD students putting a lot of effort into their research etc. Certainly, there was also a downside to this -
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we didn't have an engineering-focussed campus with multiple courses. But this has changed over the years
and now there are multiple engineering streams running within the UIIT Campus. Over the years, UIIT has
evolved in many ways and today it has its own building with very good infrastructure. UIIT has evolved
multifold in the last 20 years to UIT (University Institute of Technology).

There are a lot of fond memories from the beautiful campus of HPU, which is located amid tall deodars of
Summerhill in Shimla. Now that | am not in the hills, | miss the place even more. Some of the key events that
always remained special for me were - meals in canteens, studies in Library, walks through dense deodars to
Mall Road on some evenings, strolls in university campus during free time, etc.

| remember how difficult it used to be to find one empty seat in such a huge Library. And during winters
everyone wanted to grab a seat close to a window so as to have enough sunlight to keep one warm. Lawns
around the Library used to be in high demand due to good sunlight. Groups used to prefer this place for
general discussions and chit-chat.

After spending 15 years outside Himachal and visiting multiple places across the world, today | am able to
appreciate the location of our university. The weather heare is perfect for educational institutions.

There are some fond memories of all class friends studying together for exams and also celebrating special
moments together. Those evenings before exams were special when we used to divide chapters among
ourselves and then each person used to teach the whole group on the topic they owned/read. Somehow this
was much more effective than six months of hard work all of us had put in studying each chapter in our own
silos. When | am now thinking about it, | also realize that we learnt a lot outside the classroom. All this taught
us the power of community and coordination and cooperation. As a community or group, we can achieve a lot
if we work together rather than if we fight our battles alone.

When it comes to food on campus, three main dishes come to my mind - Paranthe, Rajmah-Rice and Kadhi-
Rice. | have eaten these dishes more than anything else in my life, and till date these continue to be my
favorite dishes. You might call these my comfort food. | will prefer these over any lavish dinner at a 5-star
hotel. Most of the dhabas/canteen around HPU campus used to serve these. Some used to serve a little more
fancy stuff, but that was not affordable on a daily basis.

It is true that student life shapes your future - not only in terms of academics, but also in the kind of human
being you will grow up to be. Thanks to my university, | appreciate simpler things in life, am happy in a

minimalistic set-up and do not feel the need to participate in any ratrace for luxury. The values | gained at UlIT
have kept me grounded while the skills | gained here have helped me fly.
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Live Your Reveries!
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-Dr. Vandana Thakur
Assistant Professor, St. Bede’s College, Shimla

Himachal Pradesh University is a renowned institute for excellence. After
completing graduation, my reverie was to
get admission in MA (English), which was
enormously tough, because of limited
seats. | was fortunate to join the
university in the year 2004 and also got
admitted to French Certificate Course. | was

full of eagerness, zeal, and enthusiasm. The Department of English was
always encouraging and supportive towards pupils to achieve their life
goals. Professors were extremely cerebral and generous. | participated in
extra-curricular activities, which enhanced my confidence and skills. |
represented HPU in Youth Festival, and won second prize in the Mime
competition and third prize in the Skit competition to name a few. The
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University auditorium and stage gave me the
platform to showcase my talent for dancing,
acting, and anchoring. French classes were

great fun to attend; | met lifelong friends and
secured third position. | can never forget performing a dance, mimicry of the professors and students on
Teachers’ Day. The university campus was lovely and serene for studies. | relished traveling in university buses




which included; singing songs, and cracking jokes. The names of
the buses were unique such as Alaknanda, Airavat, Neela, Nandi,

Chaitanya, and Pushpak, which were named after gods’ vahanas.
The picnics with seniors and batch mates were awesome and
knowledgeable. | did BJMC in 2007, and attended SAARC
conference, and also got the chance to work with ZEE Network as
an Anchor, which was my first job. | am associated with
Doordarshan as an anchor.

| completed my M. Phil. in English under Dr. Ashwani Rana Sir, who
is full of life, frank, and a scholar. Like most of the students, | also
wanted to add the Dr prefix with my name, hence | got the
opportunity to do my Ph.D. under the able guidance of Prof. V.P.
Sharma Sir, who is so compassionate, helpful, deep thinker, and
intellectual. With the edification and exposure which | got at the
university, | started my teaching career in the year 2011. | was

blessed and lucky to be associated as a Lecturer with the

Department of Evening Studies and HP University College of
Business Studies, which was a wonderful experience. Determination is the one word that describes me the
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most. | participated in the Mrs. Himachal contest, where | was declared the First Runners-up, and also won
sub-titles: Mrs. Talented and Mrs. Ramp Walk.

| am thankful to God who has blessed me beyond measure. | feel thrilled, whenever | hear my name being
called, Dr. Vandana Thakur, Mrs. India Globe 2018. It gives an immense honor, pride, and pleasure to represent
our state Himachal Pradesh on the Mrs. India stage. | feel proud to say that | am the first woman of Himachal
Pradesh, who won the title of Mrs. India Globe in 2018 and the sub-title: Mrs. Fashionista. All achievements in
life come from hard work, inspiration, and lots of motivation. Achievements do not come overnight
somewhere along the path to your achievement there are always your loved ones who have been there to
help you in some way or another. George S. Patton avers, “Accept the challenges so that you can feel the
exhilaration of victory”.

Presently, | am teaching as an Assistant Professorat St. Bede’s College, Shimla. | achieved my goals in life,
because of the education and confidence that | got at this prestigious university. If | have to define happiness,
then | shall say, happiness is being a part of Himachal Pradesh University.

Let no man in the
world live in delusion.
Without a Guru none
can cross over to the

other shore.

CWENEE, SRR
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An Architect takes on HPU Campus

Since its inception in July 1970, the Himachal Pradesh University slowly but
steadily has taken a definite shape. Starting from a scratch and housed in
temporary shedsand existing private buildings, it has come a long way. Now the
campus can take pride in its several modern structures that dot the skyline of
SummerHill on the western hills of Shimla city. Campus planning is a complex
job. But to plan it on a hilly terrain with restricted spaces available for building use

-Ar. Arun Kumar Seam

Architect (Retd.)
Himachal Pradesh University
Shimla

and financial constraints, the task becomes more difficult. As against 200 acres of required area for a campus,

the University Campus has only 30 acres. On top of that, the land acquisition was not done properly and done in

several different pockets. That is the reason that Campus still lacks cohesion in its physical form because of

intrusion of private lands and several Government agencies.

Nevertheless, despite these
constraints after more than 50 years,
the Campus has taken a definite
shape. It can boast of having Central
library, academic blocks, and
residential  buildings  with  latest
facilities. An auditorium with a
capacity of 800 persons furnishes a
place for artisticc musical and
dramatic performances to culturally
enrich the University community as a
whole.

Due to higher cost of construction
than in plains, more emphasis was
laid on the functional aspects than
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the form. The Campus is surrounded by rich natural forests and emphasis
was laid that these be protected. Beautifully landscaped exterior spaces
are as important astheinterior space and help in creating the right kind of
environments in the Campus. On this, Dr. Him Chatterjee has done a
commendable job with wall murals and landscape as can be observed as
one move around the Campus. The Campus has grown in a closely and
unified clusters of structures with pedestrian and open spaces providing
the right kind of atmosphere for living and learning; a campus which
encourages the students to go in their pursuit of the knowledge
earnestly.
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Glorious Journey of 25 Years
Department Of Biotechnology, Himachal Pradesh University

Prof. Arvind Kumar Bhatt
Dean Planning & Teaching Matters

The fascinating journey of Himachal Pradesh University, initially a Regional
Center of Panjab University Chandigarh, started on 22 July, 1970 when it
was established as the first State University of Himachal Pradesh. The
campus of Himachal Pradesh University at Summer Hill is situated on
outskirts of Shimla that is globally known as summer Capital of British India
and famous for its tranquility and mesmerizing natural beauty. It is rightly N\

said that the journey of thousand miles starts with a single step and indeed in
July 1970 the first step for this long journey was taken in the right direction.
During its journey, the Himachal Pradesh University has witnessed several ups and downs but it has always
strived for excellence with a great deal of determination, enthusiasm and commitment. The foundation laid by
the pioneers has helped the University not only to grow and expand its horizon but also to excel and its
presence is felt world over.

Starting from 11 Departments and nearly 300 students, the H.P. University presently encompasses 11 Faculties,
48 Departments besides several Institutes and nearly 10,000 on-campus students besides off campus and
other students including distance learners through ICDEOL. Initially a few traditional courses were taught in
the University but now many advanced courses have been started, which have become the face of the
University which has recently celebrated its Golden Jubilee Year.

One of such departments is Department of Biotechnology, established in the year 1995 which has
independently grown and extended its Diaspora across the globe through its ambassadors & alumni, who are
serving in different capacities within India and abroad including USA, Europe, Asia in various MNCs, Research
and Development Institutions, Universities, 11Ts besides very successful Entrepreneurs.

Looking back in time, | still remember that | always had a dream to work in a department like this which is an
offshoot of Department of Biosciences but due to several administrative reasons, non-risk taking attitude of
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the then Faculty and lack of efficient, young human resources, this dream could not take shape until
specialized course of Microbiology started in Department of Biosciences in June, 1985.

| always wanted to pursue my career in Microbiology or Biochemistry but due to non-availability of such
course in Himachal Pradesh University | started looking for other Universities/Institutes like NDRI, Karnal, IARI,
New Delhi, FRI, Dehradun and UHF, Solan. However, the destiny was only waiting for something new to
happen and even after joining NDRI and FRI and assured fellowship by one of the practical examiners Prof.
P.K. Khosla, in last semester of my Master’s Degree, | joined M.Phil. Course with Prof. Hari Om Agrawal, a
stalwart, principled academician and committed scientist along with Dr. M.D. Upadhyay, Regional Director,
International Potato Centre, Region VI, South Asia to work on Potato seed Biochemistry.

However, this route was diverted when | opted out of CIP and joined my Ph.D. again with Prof. H.O. Agrawal
& Prof. T.C. Bhalla, a duo of inspirational personalities who taught me the basics of Microbiology and
laboratory techniques. My Ph.D. journey completed in December, 1990 but thereafter, search for a job has
been a continuous effort. Although, | left very good offer for Post-Doctorate from Prof. Rolf Carlson,
University of Uppsala, Sweden and Prof. J.N. Saddler, University of British Columbia, Canada besides several
other options with ICIMOD, GB Pant Institute, IMTCH, IIT Delhi which were also there.

We started working to start a new Department of Microbiology and after completing all ground work &
official formalities, this new department was successfully established under Faculty of Life Sciences, H.P.
University. This dream could become reality owning to the unforgettable role of Prof. H.O. Agrawal as a
visionary leader and efforts of Dr. T.C. Bhalla combined with my personal efforts as and when required.

Till that time there was no indication of possibility of new Department of Biotechnology until Prof. H.O.
Agrawal met Prof. V.L. Chopra, DG, ICAR on the occasion of National Hindi Day at CPRI, Shimla probably in
1992-93 Prof. Chopra who was a good friend of Prof. H.O. Agrawal in University of Wageningen, Netherland
and also in USA; asked him “Harry what are you doing these days?” These words came out to be a turning
point in the history of Himachal Pradesh University.

Prof. Agrawal replied that we have started Department of Microbiology but Prof. V.L. Chopra said “Why don’t
you start Department of Biotechnology for which | can help you. Chitaranjan (Dr. C.R. Bhatia, Secretary, DBT,
Govt. of India) can help you in this.” Prof. Chopra’s words filled us with a sense of determination and after the
event was over, under the guidance of Prof. H.O. Agrawal and consistent efforts by Dr. T.C. Bhalla, we finally
submitted a proposal to the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Government
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of India to seek financial support from Govt. of India and partial support from Government of Himachal
Pradesh, to start such a department in the University.

The efforts made to establish a new Department of Biotechnology seem to be very easy but | still remember
how difficult, tricky and laborious job it was. | used to type in WordStar 4, computer which was luxury at that
time which was available in the Chamber of Prof. H.O. Agrawal bought through Project Director, Prof. Room
Singh Thakur and | used to stop writing in between due to frequent visitors and disruptions. Despite so much
opposition from several senior faculty who never wanted to take the risk and also used to discourage us not to
take it forward, we continued our efforts and with the help of our Advisory Committee Member Prof. G.K.
Garg from G.B.Pant Agriculture University, Pant Nagar, Prof. Subhash Chand from IIT, Delhi and Dr. V.P. Gupta,
Advisor, DBT, Govt. of India, the success was inevitable. | still recall the day at Rudarpur bus stop in the Uttar
Pradesh when my laboratory colleague Dr. Narendar Sharma presently Regional Director, Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) Northern Region at Chandigarh fell unconscious while waiting for a bus and | had tough
time in handling the situation. | was used to travel continuously for long distances without taking rest and
delaying meals but my friend was not and this aspect | did not care for him. It was consistent help of advisors
who were kind enough to help us in getting the proposal through. | used to print the typed document and
take that to Dr. G.K. Garg to Pant Nagar, Nainital, U.P. several times for corrections and then Dr. Subhash
Chand & finally Dr. V.P. Gupta used to make final amendments in the document.

Ultimately on one fine morning we got a call from Govt. of India that a Department has been sanctioned in
1993-94. Few faculty positions were also supported by UGC and the State Government. The Department of
Biotechnology started working from one room i.e. Lab-cum-lecture hall in the top floor of old Science Block-A.
Further, some recruitments were made and teaching/research started in due course of time and the
department kept progressing thereafter.

All the former Secretaries, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India had been very kind in helping the
University in supporting this cause & also to provide funding from time to time for core infrastructure besides
recurring expenses. The Biotechnology faculty & family kept on growing under the dynamic and fatherly

leadership of Prof. H.O. Agrawal who shaped the Department and found a permanent space in top floor of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose building. Prof. Agrawal left for Lucknow in 2001 and before leaving, he handed
over the department in the safe hands of Prof. T.C. Bhalla who was a very sincere, dedicated and a virtuous
human being. By that time the department was self-sufficient with good infrastructure facilities and our
ambassadors spread all over.




~174 ~

The hard work of faculty members and performance of students paid off and the soon the department was
rated among top 10 Biotechnology Institutions (B++) out of 45 such institutions in the country supported by
GOl, (DST) through a survey conducted by BCIL, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India. Till date the
department has generated more than 18 Crore grant through various projects of faculty members besides
regular grant of Govt. of India, UGC and State Government.

With vigorous efforts of Prof. T.C. Bhalla, the Department of Biotechnology got its own building i.e. Multi-
faculty Phase-l in 2012 which included Lecture halls, teaching labs , research labs, major instrumentation lab, IT
lab, conference room, Bioinformatics Centre and small but extremely valuable departmental library. | would
like to sincerely thanks the visionary IAS Officer Dr. Shrikant Baldi, the then Secretary Biotechnology, Finance
and Liaison Chief Secretary to H.P. Government, who was kind enough to provide Rs.1.00 Crore grant for
supporting infrastructure and lab facilities in the Department in 2009 when | was heading the Industrial
Biotechnology Division of State Government. However, this grant remained un-utilized until 2011 when | came
back from deputation of State Government in July, 2011. This Rs.1.00 Crore grant was utilized for developing
infrastructure and lab equipments in the department.

Today our students are proudly working in different Universities, R&D Institutions, IITs, National Laboratories
and Industries throughout the country as well as many places outside India. Our students can be located
everywhere round the globe may be USA, Europe, Asia or elsewhere. | still remember our student waiting to
receive us in Boston, Albama, San Diego, New York, Las Vegas and Los Angeles in USA and other places
including Munich, Heidelberg, Hanover and other places whenever our faculty visited these places. The
performance of the students in the National Entrance Examinations like UGC, CSIR, DBT, JRF, ICMR, ARS, GATE
and other competitive examinations has been the phenomenal. Although this trend showed a decline for
some time but regained the previous momentum shortly. The Department has become one of the most
preferred institutions among all other participating Universities funded by DBT.

The Govt. of India scrapped this programme in 2019 as some of the top institutions had become less effective.
However, when fresh proposals were invited, the department also participated and based on the past
credentials of the department, feedback from the pass-outs, publication by faculty members etc. and also
effective presentation before the task force, the department was again considered for funding by the
Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India with funding commitment to the tune of Rs. 5.94 crores and a
sanction of Rs. 3.24 crores in 2020. Everyone was surprised when other Institutions were not allowed to run
the course and few others got very minimal students, the Himachal Pradesh University was sanctioned 30
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students per batch while we had requested only 25 students. This shows the strong and positive reputation of
the Department among the students, society and funding agency.

We are among top 5 preferred Institutions by the students which were being admitted through Regional
Centre of Biotechnology (RCB), Faridabad. One important thing which | forgot to mention is that while making
the presentation, the Incubation Centre being run by the Department was greatly appreciated and the efforts
made in the past of generating entrepreneurial skills among the students were also lauded by the experts.
Moreover, after the success of our entrepreneurship module, other Institutions were conveyed to follow the
same. We also started M.Sc. Microbiology in 2007 and with more students’ intake & workload; the Department
of Microbiology was separated from Biotechnology as an independent self-sufficient department. Further in
view of growing role of science in investigation cases and society, Department of Forensic Science was also
started in the University in 2021.

I would like to convey heartfelt thanks to all the former Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors and other officers
including all respective Dean of Studies who have always been very generous in helping the department to
flourish. The department also received the requisite supporting grants from University through Planning
Division under XII Five Year Plan and RUSA Grant for which we are indeed grateful to all concerned especially
the Project Monitoring Unit-RUSA, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Dean Planning and all the supporting staff in
Planning Division. The department had a new facelift under the dynamic leadership of Prof. Sikander Kumar,
former Vice-Chancellor who is hard-working, true to his word and committed towards progress of the
University. We recently undertook major renovation activities to upgrade the labs, class rooms and most
important creation of the ‘“Hari Om Agrawal Seminar Hall” which was inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
in July, 2021. This Seminar Hall is not only a unique milestone in the history of University & a guiding light to all
other departments to plan execute and excel but also a mean to pay tribute and express sincere gratitude to
the founder-coordinator, Prof. H.O. Agrawal.

The ever-increasing vacant faculty positions in the University had been a major challenge for us to ensure the
quality education in the department; however, most of these vacancies have now been filled by recruitment of
new faculty members recently. The Department of Biotechnology was also benefitted with creation of two
additional faculty positions after 25 years of its existence. Both these posts were filled in golden Jubilee Year,
which will certainly help the department to grow and prosper further.

The Incubation Centre with financial support of Rs. 10.20 crores from Industries Department and partial
assistance from RUSA is also performing well and besides developing infrastructure till date we have
incubated 39 incubators, distributed subsistence allowances of Rs. 1.36 crores and 11 incubators are still
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working. We are grateful to Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, State Industries Department, Directorate of Industries
and specially Chief Secretary, Govt. of HP, Sh. R.D. Dhiman and Sh. Manoj Kumar, Director Industries Sh. Hans
Raj Sharma and Rajesh Prajapati and especially Executive Director State Entrepreneurship Development Cell
Ms. Deepika Khatri for their support and cooperation which has helped the BIC-HPU to a greater extent. The
Incubation Centre of HPU has also contributed in projecting Himachal as number one State in implementing
“Make in India” Scheme of Govt. of India under ‘Chief Minister’s Start-up Scheme’ of Department of Industries.

Even with least financial resources, we have excelled and our ambassadors have brought laurel to the
Department and University. Now we are self-sufficient with State-of-Art R&D labs and all the resources are
available for student guidance. With the blessings of our Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor we are determined to grow
further to serve society and bring glory to our Department and State.

With change of our leader, we have a new visionary, dynamic and action oriented experienced Vice-Chancellor
Prof. (Dr.) Sat Parkash Bansal who is known for building Institutions which has also been reflected in his
working during a short spell after taking charge of HP University. We hope that the department and University
will further develop under his able and visionary leadership reflected in his Vision 2030, a roadmap for growth
of University and also pro-active steps for implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020).

“Education 1s not the learning
of facts,but the training of
the mind to think.”
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Life Changing Memories of an Introvert

Prof. (Mrs.) Neeraj Sharma (Retd).
Retired Professor, Department of Chemistry, HP University

| am overwhelmed and thankful to H P University Shimla Alumni Association
for giving the opportunity to share my thoughts, feelings and experiences
with faculty, students and others as alumnus of HP University.

At the very outset | would like to say that | am extremely thankful to my
revered late parents for their unconditional love, selfless sacrifices, endless
support and strength forever, the way they raised my life. | learnt a lot from
the teachings of those noble and simple souls to whom | owe an infinite
gratitude.

I am always truly indebted to my wonderful family members, outstanding teachers, amazing students and
people with whom | remained strongly connected and who occupy a very special place in my heart. | grew up
in Bilaspur (H.P.) where | completed my primary, secondary and college education. The year 1976 (July)
marked my journey with H P University Shimla when | joined Department of Chemistry at The Mall Shimla as
M. Sc. student as a shy, hesitant, hidden, and unassuming young girl from a middle class and academic minded
family. It was my first time living away from home and had acute home sickness.

Since 1971 the Chemistry Department of H. P. University was in an Old Church building called "The Manse".
This Church building was not used by anybody for religious purposes after the British had left India. The main
Church building was used as laboratory while the Bishops houses were used as lecture rooms. The actual
building of the Chemistry Department at Summer Hill Shimla came into being in December 1976.

One memorable incident of that time | want to share here. Prof. K. C. Malhotra was the head of the Chemistry
Department at that time. Prof. K. C. Malhotra along with his wife Mrs Raj Malhotra visited me at Chandra
Bhaga Hostel and consoled and counselled me that gave me great moral support and encouragement. They
taught me the empathy of the teacher with her student. He also gave me guidance on several aspects of life
on which | worked hard. This proved a lifelong learning for me for my career.

| felt fortunate to join Chemistry Department which at that time had many dedicated and committed
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Professors named as Prof. K C Malhotra, Prof. A C Jain, Prof. B N Mishra, Prof. B C Verma, Prof. R L Balokhra,
Prof. D S Gill, Prof. S C Sharma, Prof. C S Pande, Prof. R K Mahajan, Prof. V K Syal, Prof. S C Chaudhary and
others whose intellectual eminence and constant motivation taught me to move ahead in my Career. | am
always grateful to each and every teacher who made me a better person.

After completing my M. Sc. Degree it was a privilege for me to work for M. Phil and Ph. D Degree (1983) with
Prof. KC Malhotra, my most respectable mentor whose expert guidance, rigorous research training, rare
academic and administrative acumen, punctuality, vision, wisdom and professional dexterity have always been
a driving force behind my achievements.

| started teaching in Chemistry Department as Research Associate since April 1981 while pursuing my Ph.D. |
used to work very hard to prepare my lecture notes. | was appointed as Assistant Professor in 1985.The
Department of Chemistry because of academic and research accomplishments of the faculty and hard working
students and good practices gained the recognition as one of the most prestigious department of University.
The discipline in the Department was like air in the environment. The punctuality of the teachers was
remarkable. There was personal bonding, unity, solidarity, affection, warmth and cohesiveness in the
Department.

| was promoted as Associate Professor in 1992 and Professor in 2000. During this time the other faculty
members of Chemistry Department Prof. M L Parmar, Prof. Mrs | K Mehta, Prof. G S Chauhan, Prof. M S
Chauhan, Prof. D K Sharma, Prof. S K Lomesh, Prof. S S Bhatt, Prof. S B Kalia, Prof. Suvarcha Chauhan and Prof.
Baljit Singh were fully supportive. | am equally thankful to the office and lab staff namely Shri Prithvi Dhar ji,
Pritam ji, Devender ji, Krishan ji, Nandlal ji, Balmukund ji, N R Chauhan ji, Sanjayji, Sunil ji, Vinay ji, Vinay ji,
Shanker ji, and Vasudev ji of the Department who were ever cooperative.

With a long teaching and research career as a Professor of Inorganic Chemistry, | authored over 120 research
publications in journals of high repute by guiding 22 students for their Ph.D Degree and 35 M.Phil. dissertations
to the best of my ability and also executed various research projects. | put a lot of hard work with each of my
student and devoted maximum time with them.

The University gave me many opportunities to present my research work in the form of lectures at various
National and International Conferences, Seminars and Symposia at various places in India and also in Germany,
Italy, USA and Thailand.

The University has given a very respectable place and identity to me in the society and opportunity to work in
various academic and administrative positions. A few achievements of my career as Chairperson Chemistry
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Department during 2004-2006 were that for the first time the Chemistry Department received financial
assistance under UGC SAP and DST FIST grant with the dedicated contribution of committed teachers of
Department. The department organized for the first time National Conference in collaboration with BARC and
second under UGC SAP program.

Like wise on other positions which | hold in University viz. Director UIIT, Dean Faculty of Engineering &
Technology, Dean Faculty of Physical Sciences, Member Executive Committee and member of Financial
Committee two times, | actively participated and contributed effectively. In the process | also enriched myself
and enjoyed working on these positions.

Presently | am associated with University as Coordinator of Swami Vivekananda Study Centre and also as
Convener ISCA Shimla Chapter for promoting Science & Technology activities among the students of Himachal
Pradesh.

| feel that | met best people in my life and inspiring personalities at H P University Shimla. | have no words to
express my feelings about the kind of love and affection that people continue to shower on me even today. |
would be happy to be associated with University through HP Alumni Association and give back to students as
far as possible to help in growing their life.

After having association with University for 42 years | understand that the University is well on its way to an
exciting growth journey all the way.

| wish best of everything to all in your endeavours to raise the University to the new heights as a team in spirit
and action with perfect attitude to be the best. So give your best as giving comes before receiving and sowing
before reaping. The message from me is:

"Let us promote each other and derive the greatest satisfaction that we are all progressing together."

With best wishes.
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Himachal Pradesh Alumni Association

The dawn of 22nd July 1970, in the twenty-first year of the Republic of India, witnessed the birth of the
Himachal Pradesh University in fulfilment of the aspirations of the people of Himachal to establish a premier
and inclusive institution of higher learning. Since its inception, the University has striven untiringly to realize
the vision of its founders, to disseminate and advance knowledge, wisdom and understanding by teaching and
research and by the example and influence of its corporate life.

Himachal Pradesh University Alumni Association (HPUAA) was founded on 23 July 2012 to build on the legacy
of bonding and friendship fostered at the University and to honour the venerable tradition of giving back to
the alma mater as well as to society at large. In consonance with its origin and purpose, the association chose
the motto “Satvadhina hi Sidhaya”, “Excellence through Diligence” that guides all its endeavours. It is
registered under H.P. Society Act-2006, No. 591/2012

HPUAA Undertakes the Following Aims and Objectives

. To enable the alumni to participate in activities that would contribute to the general development of the
University.

o To keep the alumni abreast of the latest developments in various fields of international and national
importance.

o To arrange and collect funds for the development of the University.

. To provide prizes, medals and scholarships, and render financial aid to the deserving students of the
University.

To contribute towards the welfare of the alumni.

To further such other aims and objects as the General Body may, from time to time, decide.

To establish educational, management, technical & other professional institutions, schools, colleges with
the object to spread literacy in all its manifestation and to impart real education to the peoples of the
world and to achieve intellectual social and cultural harmony and brotherhood in the world.

o To open, run and manage educational vocational and management /Computer School /Colleges and
institutions, such as Arts, fine Arts, technical, scientific, medical, engineering architectural, law,
environment, music, astrology and other type of school, colleges and institutions in any part of India or
abroad.
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To establish a Board of School education, Universities, Technical Universities, deemed Universities,
Autonomous Colleges of various natures.

To affiliate schools, colleges, institutions, educational, cultural, social charitable institutions run by other
societies, Trusts, individuals or organizations.

To publish books, maps, charts, illustrations, journals, magazines and periodical and other publications in
different languages for the propagation of above aims and objects.

To support and maintain and if necessary to take over any other educational and technical institutions
run by other societies/trusts organizations and individuals.

To institute awards, scholarships, prizes or other recognitions in the field of education.

We Warmly Welcome to HPUAA

All alumni who have been awarded any Diploma or/and Degree by the Himachal Pradesh University or

who is a faculty member of the Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla having not less than two years of
regular service as such; or

who is nominated by the Governing Council; or
who donates to the Association an amount not less than Rs. One lac, or
who is or has been the regularly appointed Vice-Chancellor of Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla.

Any such person may apply to become a member of the Association on the prescribed form and on
payment of Rs. 2,000/- as life membership fee. However, no membership fee is payable by a person who
is nominated to the membership of the Association by the Governing Council under clause c) above.

Provided further that a person who, for the time being, is enrolled as a student in any diploma/degree course
of the Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla cannot be a member of the Association so long as he/she is
pursuing the said course.
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How to become members of Alumni Association?

; oo Enter your email id, first name, last name,
Open https.//alumni.hpuniv.ac.in/ and setupp d

And Click on Signup/Login

£ )

Eight I—Je

Member or a Student
Member of HPU Alumni
Association

1 3
Provide all the information related to HPU ;
Institute/ Department, batch, degree and ‘ Choose JXHpY of membership

professional progression. (Life member ship or student membership)
"
:‘j“’ ca
==}
== ==
6
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www.alumni.hpuniv.ac.in

Himachal Pradesh University, Summer Hill

(Registered under H.

HOME NOTICEBOARD

Alumni in your city

Find alumni living in your city &
ith tiem

T e =Y

Your Batchmates
View our exclusive batchmates
diractary to know about whereabouts
of your batchmates

Alumni Directory
Explore complete alumni directory &
connect with alumni with your
interests & domain.

NEWS & STORIES EVENTS ¥ BATCHMATES ¥  FIND ALUMNI ¥ CAREERS ¥ SERVICES v ABOUT ~

Your Alumni Profile
Create & complete your alumni profile

and remain connected with all
opportunities matching your interest.
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